
 

Mission Statement 

SOW. The Gospel of Jesus the Christ to all generations 

GROW. His followers into spiritually mature disciples 

GO. Back into the world to serve others in His name 

November 15, 2026 
Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

10:30 AM Worship Service 

https://jelc.org/
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Sunday, November 15                      Annual Congregational Meeting  
                                              10:30 AM            Worship Service with communion &  
                                                                           live stream 
                                              11:30 AM            Annual Congregational Meeting    
Monday, November 16                 December Good News Deadline  
                                              10:00 AM           Book Club Meeting (OP) 
                                              5:30 PM              Christmas Pageant Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
                                              7:00 PM              Adult Bible Study with Pastor (SH) 
Tuesday, November 17         6:30 PM              Teen Time (SH) 
                                              7:00 PM               Council Meeting (YC) 
Wednesday, November 18   7:00 PM               AA Meeting (YC) 
Thursday, November 19       9:30 AM              Care Team Meeting (YC) 
                                              6:30 PM               PV Cheer Practice (SH)  
                                              6:30 PM               Steepleringers Rehearsal  
                                              7:30 PM               Adoration Rehearsal  
Saturday, November 21        7:00 AM              AA Meeting (YC) 
Sunday, November 22                     Christ the King Sunday  
                                              9:15 AM              Sunday School & Confirmation Classes  
                                             10:30 AM             Worship Service with live stream   

THIS WEEK AT JERUSALEM 

WELCOME 

The People of Jerusalem Congregation, Ministers 
Rev. Chris McKinstry, Pastor 

David A. Crist, Director of Music     Glenda Ortiz, Secretary 
 

311 Second Street Schwenksville, PA  19473 
 Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM     

Phone: 610-287-7104 
 Glenda Ortiz Cell: 215-237-7707    Email - secretary@jelc.org  Website: www.jelc.org    

Facebook: facebook.com/jelcville/    Instagram: jelc_schwenksville 
For pastoral care please contact Pastor Chris McKinstry at: pastor@jelc.org 

or the church office at 610-287-7104 
 

 David Crist: 610 489-3320    Email: da1crist@protonmail.com 
    Jerusalem Lutheran Nursery School and Day Care 610-287-6360 

We are so glad you have chosen to join with us today as we gather in worship to give 
thanks to our gracious and loving God. If you have particular needs and/or questions 
please speak with an usher.  Again, thanks for spending a little time with us. 
 

Nursery Care is available for younger children downstairs in the room across from  
the Coffee Corner.  



 

 

3 
UPCOMING EVENTS & NOTES 

                            Annual Congregational Meeting  
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2026  in the Sanctuary 

                    at 11:30 AM (Following Worship Service)    
                        There will be No Christian Education.                                      
              You are important to this process. Hope to see you all there! 

                                      Teen Time  
      Tuesday, November 17th from 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM   
                                      JELC Social Hall 
                Email the church office at: secretary@jelc.org or  
              text Glenda Ortiz at: 215-237-7707 to RSVP 

              Children’s Christmas Pageant Rehearsals 
     Monday evenings starting Monday, November 16th  
                       5:30 PM-6:30 PM in the Sanctuary 
  Pageant will be presented on Christmas Eve during the 4 PM service.  
          Children from Nursery School through Confirmation  
                          are invited to participate.            

                                   Adult Bible Study  
Our next session turns from Scripture to story—from how we read 
the Bible to how we understand the long, winding story of the 
church. In other words, we’re going to ask: how did we get from 
the book of Acts to the church as we know it today? 

The class will be offered at two times: 
Thursday, November 12 at St. James, Limerick at 7:00pm 

                           Monday, November 16 at Jerusalem at 7:00pm. 

Harvest Home Sunday: Sunday, November 15th & 22nd 
We will once again be collecting non perishable food items. This year we 
will donate items to homeless shelters. We will have baskets in the 
Coffee Corner for donation items to be placed. We will take some items 
to the altar for a special blessing before distributing the donations.  
Please see list of needed donation items available in the Coffee Corner.  
    Donations can be dropped off no later than November 22nd   
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                              ASP Christmas Cards Fundraising  
ASP is currently selling Christmas cards as part of their fundraising   
efforts for their upcoming mission trip in July of 2027. Christmas cards 
are available in the Coffee corner. They are $10 for a pack of 10. Cash 
payments can be placed in the envelope provided by the cards. Payments 
made by checks can be placed in the offering plate.  

                       Please mark: “ASP Christmas Cards” in the memo line.  

      November - NO LUNCHEON due to Thanksgiving holiday  
            Thursday, December 3rd - due to Christmas Holiday 

Naceville Hotel 
Ridge Road, Naceville PA 

                                      

   Please contact Dan Slemmer before November 27th to reserve your       
   place and request carpooling if needed. Start the season with a great Christmas Lunch  
                                                                  along side great friends!  

                           Thanksgiving Eve Service  
As done traditionally every year, Thanksgiving Eve Services will be 

hosted by Heidelberg UCC.  
The services will be on November 25th at 7:30 PM.    

We look forward to celebrating the season with everyone once again.     

                                Blessing Bags   
   

This year, we would like to support and bless a local shelter with 
families in need with Blessing Bags. Essentially we will fill 
Christmas bags with gifts and small necessities for children in local 
shelter. We have selected to partner with Laurel House and be a 

blessing to the families they provide services in their shelters. We will hand out reusable 
Christmas bags along with a supply list for families who wish to fill a bag at home as a 
family project and return to the church which will then deliver to local shelter. Bags and 
supply list will be available to take home starting the week of November 22nd.  
                             

                 Filled bags can be turned in no later than Sunday, December 13th.                                  

                               JLNSDC Christmas Baskets 
We are preparing for our upcoming Daycare and Nursery School 
Christmas Raffle Basket Fundraiser! Would you like to supply a themed 
basket or donate a gift card? If so please contact Beth Algeo @  
267 733 2135 or ejalgeo@gmail.com. Donations are due by  
Wednesday, November 25. Thanks for any support you can provide!  

tel:(267)%20733-2135
mailto:ejalgeo@gmail.com
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Please prepare your hearts for worship as we meditate during the Prelude sitting in 
silence or softly whispering upon entering the Sanctuary. 
 

PRELUDE   “Christ, Be Our Light”  Schmoltze  
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*GATHERING SONGS  “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”   (#733) 

“We Come to the Hungry Feast”   (#479) 
 

1. Great is Thy faithfulness, 
O God my Father; 
there is no shadow 
of turning with Thee; 
Thou changest not, 
Thy compassions, they fail not; 
as Thou hast been, 
Thou forever wilt be. 
 

REFRAIN: 
Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Summer and winter 
and springtime and harvest, 
sun, moon, and stars 
in their courses above 
join with all nature 
in manifold witness 
to Thy great faithfulness, 
mercy, and love. 
REFRAIN. 
 

3. Pardon for sin and 
a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence 
to cheer and to guide; 
strength for today and 
bright hope for tomorrow, 
blessings all mine, 
with ten thousand beside! 
REFRAIN. 
Words: Thomas O. Chisholm, Music: William M. Runyan, 
©1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company. 

1. We come to the hungry feast 
hungry for a word of peace. 
To hungry hearts unsatisfied 
the love of God is not denied. 
We come, we come to the hungry feast. 
 
2. We come to the hungry feast 
hungry for a world released 
from hungry folk of ev’ry kind, 
the poor in body, poor in mind. 
We come, we come to the hungry feast. 
 
 

3. We come to the hungry feast 
hungry that the hunger cease, 
and knowing, though we east our fill, 
the hunger will stay with us; still 
we come, we come to the hungry feast. 
Words and Music: Ray Makeever, 
©1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS             
In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

*GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

*KYRIE (SUNG) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give 
us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for 
the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING   1 Thessalonians 5:1-11  
1 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have 
anything written to you. 2 For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will 
come like a thief in the night. 3 When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden 
destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there 
will be no escape! 4 But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness, for that day to 
surprise you like a thief; 5 for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are 
not of the night or of darkness. 6 So, then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us 
keep awake and be sober, 7 for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk 
get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober and put on the 
breastplate of faith and love and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God has destined 
us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for 
us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11 Therefore encourage 
one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 
 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

CANTOR: Abide in me as I abide in you; those who abide in me bear much fruit. 
ALL:  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia  
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*GOSPEL READING                Matthew 25:14-30  
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14 “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his 
slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15 to one he gave five talents, to another two, to 
another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. At once 16 the one who 
had received the five talents went off and traded with them and made five more talents.  
17 In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18 But the one 
who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his 
master’s money. 19 After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts 
with them. 20 Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five 
more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five 
more talents.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have 
been trustworthy in a few things; I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the 
joy of your master.’ 22 And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, 
‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23 His 
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in 
a few things; I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’  
24 Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I 
knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow and gathering where you 
did not scatter, 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you 
have what is yours.’ 26 But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did 
you, that I reap where I did not sow and gather where I did not scatter? 27 Then you ought 
to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received 
what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with 
the ten talents. 29 For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an 
abundance, but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.  
30 As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ” 
 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.             
                          

SERMON                                                                             Pastor Chris McKinstry 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY  “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending”   Tune: hymn to joy  
1. God, whose giving knows no ending, from Your rich and endless store: 
nature’s wonder, Jesus’ wisdom, costly cross, grave’s shattered door, 
gifted by You, we turn to You, off’ring up ourselves in praise; 
thankful song shall rise forever, gracious donor of our days. 
 

2. Skills and time are ours for pressing toward the goals of Christ, Your Son: 
all at peace in health and freedom, races joined, the church made one. 
Now direct our daily labor, lest we strive for self alone; 
born with talents, make us servants fit to answer at Your throne. 

continue next page 
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3. Treasure, too, You have entrusted, gain through pow’rs Your grace conferred; 
ours to use for home and kindred, and to spread the gospel word. 
Open wide our hands in sharing, as we heed Christ’s ageless call, 
healing, teaching, and reclaiming, serving You by loving all. 
Words: C. Hubert H. Parry, ©1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company. 
               
 *APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by  the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  the resurrection of the  body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*PRAYERS OF  THE CHURCH 
Each portion of the prayer ends:  A: Lord, in your mercy,   C: hear our prayer. 
                                

*SHARING OF THE PEACE     
The peace of the Lord be with you all! And also with you. 
   

OFFERING MUSIC                                                           Steepleringers Handbell Choir 
                            “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”  arr. Cota 
 

  If desired to make an online offering donation or to set-up automatic recurring payments, 
please scan the attached QR code on the back of the bulletin.  

                                  
*OFFERING PRAYER  (UNISON) 
Eternal God, 
our time, talents, and treasures are gifts from you. Receive what we offer, and all that 
you entrust to us, until hungry no more, all the world is fed, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING (SPOKEN)  
The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE 
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will  
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and  
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
In bread and cup the reign of Christ is breaking in. Come, receive what Christ has 
prepared. 
 
DISTRIBUTION -  CONTINUOUS LINE DOWN THE AISLE 

 receive 
communion bread from the Pastor, and then receive wine from the Communion 
Assistant. 
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COMMUNION HYMNS  #695, #679  
 

*COMMUNION BLESSING 
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. Amen. 
  
*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE                         

O Lord, now let your servant depart in heav’nly peace, 
for I have seen the glory of your redeeming grace: 
a light to lead the nations unto your holy hill, 
the glory of your people, your chosen Israel.      

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Holy God, 
we have received your never-ending mercy in this meal. You continuously seek the lost, 
bind the injured, and feed your people abundantly. Now send us out, awake to your 
presence, now and forever. Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

*SENDING HYMN  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”   (#632:1, 3, 4, 5)  

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 

  

Liturgy reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #SB165193.  Lyrics of music in this service 
reprinted by permission of  ONE LICENSE #A-709774 and CCLI license #1509573. All rights reserved. 

1. O God, our help in ages past, 
our hope for years to come, 
our shelter from the stormy blast, 
and our eternal home: 
 
3. Before the hills in order stood 
or earth received its frame, 
from everlasting You are God, 
to endless years the same. 

4. A thousand ages in Your sight 
are like an evening gone, 
short as the watch that ends the night 
before the rising sun. 
 
5. Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
bears all our years away; 
they fly forgotten, as a dream 
dies at the opening day. 
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS SERVING TODAY   

Online Giving:  Please scan the attached QR code  for  
 online giving or to set-up automatic recurring payments if desired.  

PRAYER CONCERNS  

PRAYERS FOR SPIRITUAL, PHYSICAL HEALING & RENEWAL 
Barbara Blanchard, Jack Bowman, Martin Conte, Debbie Feichthaler, Anne Fisher,  

Pat Giarrocco, Greg Kealey, Gene & Pat Miesse, Bev O’Brien, Daniela Rivera,  
Don Peters, Lorie Sarnocinski, Joseph Schmitt, Frankie Stankus, Victor Vazquez,  

Rita Weiss, Gail Wetzel, Bobbie Willis & Carol Withers.  
 

ONGOING PRAYERS  
 Damian Aguilera, Coral Aubert, Susie Barker, Jeanne Bullard, Audrey Englehart,  

Margaret Fisher,  Madison Hills, Effa Hunt, Jay Kapila, Derek Kirby,  
Nellie Ann Kodoziejski, Leslie Leben, Bill Luyben, Janet Neumann, Noel Pumphrey,  

Joseph Russella, Robin Schlichter, Robert Schirk, Mary Ann Schofield, Shawn 
Schlichter, Jennifer Sone, & Carol Sprainer.  

10:30 AM  
Ushers:  Janet Luyben & 
               Joan Connolly 
Acolyte: Sean Or tiz  
 

Cantor: David Cr ist 
Worship Assistant: Robin Schlichter  
Nursery Assistant:  

Counters: Linda Kehs & Ardie Musselman 
Altar Guild: Rose Koehler  & Dalilah Freer  
Banners: Louise Hunsicker  & John Souder    


