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                                              “How’s It Going?” 
 

We’re now three months into this shared ministry between Jerusalem and St. James, and 
there’s one question I hear a lot: 
“So how is it going, sharing your time between two congregations?” 
I feel like I encounter this question all the time. Whether it’s from members of Jerusalem or 
St. James, friends and colleagues, or even my own family, I get asked this on a regular 
basis. Now, don’t get me wrong, I think it’s a great question and I also understand where 
it’s coming from. Together we have embarked on this new adventure/experiment, and so 
there is understandably some curiosity about how it’s working, whether everything is going 
smoothly, and if it isn’t, how we might adjust things to work better. I have also appreciated 
that a great deal of the concern behind this question has been for me personally, checking 

in to make sure that I’m not overdoing it or burning myself out (which I’m happy to report that I am not). 
 

So I figured that I would take the time in this newsletter article to reflect on the answer to that question. As I write this, 
we are exactly three months into this new arrangement and I am happy to report that, from my perspective, things are 
going great. Certainly it has been an adjustment—being in two places on Sunday, for example, took some getting used 
to—but now that we’ve developed a routine everything feels natural. Likewise, figuring out how to work out of two 
different offices took some getting used to as well, but just like with worship, once I developed a routine and a schedule 
everything has worked out very smoothly. I’ve even been able to get out to visit all of our homebound members and 
bring them communion, which has been a real joy and has allowed me to meet those members that we don’t see as 
frequently. One of the things this has taught me is to embrace a different rhythm—more like a marathon than a  
sprint—and to trust that care can still be faithful and meaningful, even when it doesn’t happen on the exact timeline I 
first imagined. 
 

This gets to another question that I have gotten, which is: “How do you manage the workload of two congregations?” 
To that question I have a two-part answer. The first answer has to do with pacing. The truth is, because I am splitting 
my time between two places, the work that I am doing for each congregation has to be paced a little differently. For 
example, my hope was to have visited all of our homebound members before Easter, but unfortunately, because of the 
pace at which I was able to go and the other demands on my time during Lent, I had to visit a few people after Easter. I 
was still able to visit everyone; I just had to change the pace at which I accomplished that. It has been a spiritual lesson 
as much as a logistical one: God is at work even when our schedules shift, and ministry doesn’t stop being ministry just 
because it doesn’t line up perfectly with our calendars. 
 

The other part of the answer to the question of how I manage the workload of two congregations is that I really don’t 
manage the workload of two congregations—at least not by myself. The truth is, both Jerusalem and St. James are 
blessed with an incredible number of dedicated staff and volunteers who do so much for each congregation, and I am 
blessed to serve alongside you all. This means that while I play a role in the congregation, I am by no means 
responsible for it all. This is an incredible blessing and makes serving both congregations not only possible, but a joy. 
 

So, as a part of this newsletter article, I would like to take a moment to express my gratitude to you all. To our 
incredible staff, our council members, our finance committee, property committee, worship and music committee; those 
who serve on the Day Care School Board, the Care Team that visits our homebound members, those who teach 
Sunday School and Confirmation, and lead music ministries; those who cook meals for the congregation and those in 
need; the people who showed up for the work day; those who regularly mow the grass and care for the grounds; the 
people who serve in the nursery during worship on Sunday morning—thank you. 
 

There are so many people that I didn’t even want to begin listing names because I was afraid I would miss someone, 
and I also know that many of you serve in more than one of those ways. Truthfully, you are the ones who make ministry 
possible in this community, and I am grateful and privileged to be able to join you in that amazing work. 
 

Finally, and most importantly, all of this is made possible because of the grace and presence of our God who is with us 
every step of the way. I truly believe that it was God who called us into this, it is God who continues to empower and 
sustain us, and it is God who will continue to lead us forward. Without God none of this would be possible, and with 
God, as the Scriptures tell us, all things are possible. 
So the short answer to the question “How is it going?” is that it’s really going great. But I want you to know that every 
time I answer that question by saying how great things are, I’m only able to say that because of the grace of God who 
has called me to this place, and because of you. So thank you from the bottom of my heart for all that you do to make 
this the wonderful community that it is. It most definitely wouldn’t be the same, or as great, without you. 
May the grace and peace of Christ be with you all. 
 

Pastor Chris 

Pastor’s Page 
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 Sunday, May 3rd - 11:30 AM: Wonderful Women’s Luncheon (SH) 

 Wednesday, May 6th - 1:00 PM: Worship and Music Meeting (OP) 

 Sunday, May 10th - Happy Mother’s Day  

 Monday, May 11th - JLNSDC Board Meeting (SH) 

 Tuesday, May 12th - 7:00 PM: Council Meeting (SH) 

 Sunday, May 17th - Music Appreciation Sunday  

 Monday, May 18th -  June Good News Deadline  
                                         10:00 AM: Book Club Meeting (OP) 

 Tuesday, May 19th - 6:30 PM: Teen Time (SH) 

 Thursday, May 21st - 9:30 AM: Care Team Meeting (YC) 

 Sunday, May 24th - Day of Pentecost 

 Monday, May 25th - Happy Memorial Day  

 Thursday, May 28th - Monthly Luncheon  

 Friday, May 29th - Cook for the Homeless 

 Saturday, May 30th - Family Trivia Event (SH) 

 Sunday, May 31st - Confirmation Sunday  

Looking Ahead  

  Please join us for a fun time of fellowship with all the Wonderful Women in 
Jerusalem Church! We want to celebrate you with a delicious brunch! 
 

Sunday, May 3rd at 11:30 AM (following the worship service)  
in the Social Hall.  

 

We will have sandwiches, scones, mini muffins, and salad. If you would like to 
bring your favorite dish to share it is welcomed but not necessary.  
 

Please RSVP by visiting our website, responding to Evite link sent by email or 
by contacting the church office.   

Wonderful Women’s Brunch 

  

                                     May 17, 2026 
Worship and Music Committee would like to honor our music programs at JELC with 

a recognition Sunday on May 17th. Come and join us during our  
10:30 AM worship service and show your appreciation to everyone involved with the 

wonderful programs at Jerusalem!  
Refreshments following after the service. 

Music Appreciation Sunday 

Confirmation Sunday  

This year Confirmation will  
be on Sunday, May 31st during our 10:30 AM worship service.   

Confirmands and parents please report by 10:00 AM for pictures.                                                              
Congratulations to our confirmands!    
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   Help Needed 
 

We have rolled out care for children in the Nursery room during the worship service 
once again. We are in need of volunteers. Please look for sign-up schedule in email. 
Child abuse clearances are required to be on file by the church. Please contact the 
church office for assistance in obtaining them if needed. There is no charge for  
volunteers requesting child abuse clearances, and they are valid for 5 years.    

  

              Monthly Luncheon - Last Thursday of the Month ~ May 28th at 12:30 PM 
 

Please Note: Due to change in schedules our Monthly Luncheons are now moved  
to the Last Thursday of the month.  

 

Naceville Hotel    215-257-0108 
2038 Ridge Road  (563)  
Sellersville, PA, 18960  

Please contact Dan Slemmer BEFORE May 22nd to reserve your place and request carpooling if needed. 

    May Monthly Luncheon Gathering 

May Teen Time  
                          

                               Tuesday, May 19th from 6:30 PM - 8 PM  
                               Join us for Teen Time in the Social Hall  

Bring a snack to share and invite a friend!  
 Email the church office at: secretary@jelc.org or  

text Glenda Ortiz at: 215-237-7707 

Family Trivia  
          Saturday, May 30th from 2 PM-4PM in the Social Hall.   
 

Teams of up-to 8 people will answer intergenerational trivia questions 
and compete for great prizes, while enjoying complimentary 
refreshments. A donation of $50 dollars per table is requested to enter 
your team and reserve your table.  
 

Gather your kids, friends, parents and grandparents, reserve your table 
by calling the church office, visiting www.JELC.org and then join us 
for a fun afternoon of trivia to benefit a good cause. 

 

Not joining for trivia? You can still be a part by contributing to this church event by donating food or prizes. 

 

Our next Feed the Homeless event will be Saturday, May 30th 
We will distribute breakfast to Opportunity House for the homeless.  

Cooking will be on Friday, May 29th from 5PM-7PM 
Prep and delivery, Saturday May 30th from 6:30 AM-8 AM 

 

If interested in volunteering either to cook, or help distribute or both,  
please contact Norma Grosick: 610-487-5673 

           Feed the Homeless 
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02 Amelia Hawks,  
05 Elizabeth Ling  
08 Mike Mancini 
12 Ryan Ziegler  
13 Zoey Hinkle 
14 Susan Ruby 
 

16 Lisa Johnson-Ford 
18 Charlie Sutter  

21 Christopher DiDomenico  

22 Brendan Elvidge  

28 Ariella Cusumano 

 
 

May Birthdays 

                                Vacation Bible School 2026 
                   June 22nd - June 26th ~ 9AM-12PM  
 

        Emerald Crossing: An Irish Adventure through Psalm 23 
 

Registration forms are available on the ushers stand in the  
Narthex, upcoming monthly newsletter, website or by emailing the church 

office at: Secretary@jelc.org 
We are in need of volunteers!  

If able to help, please contact the church office.  

Vacation Bible School 2026 

 Sunday, June 14th  
Upper Salford Park in Schwenksville 
Time to be determined. Stay Tuned 

 

Worship service followed by lunch. Games and activities for kids will be available.  
 

Please join us during this fun time of fellowship. Please see bulletin 
board on Narthex for sign-up sheet, Sign– up link via email which will be sent soon  
                                        contact the church to be added to the list.  

Outdoor Worship Service & Church Picnic 

                                     

                                   ENSMINGER SCHOLARSHIP  - 2026 
  

Awards are scheduled to be presented on Sunday, June 7th 
during our 10:30 AM worship services with refreshments following after the service.  

Ensminger Scholarship Sunday  

 As we do every year, a list is being compiled to celebrate our graduates. If you know of, 
or have in your family, a high school graduate or technical school/trade school/college 
graduate, please email his/her name along with graduation picture or current picture to 
the church office at: secretary@jelc.org. Jerusalem is proud of the young men and 
women who have reached these important milestones in their lives.  
We congratulate these young people and their families for the hard work and     
                               dedication in reaching these goals.  

2026 Graduates  

mailto:secretary@jelc.org
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JERUSALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH, SCHWENKSVILLE, PA 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL REGISTRATION 2026 

June 22rd-June 26th 
 

NAME:__________________________________________    AGE_________ 

 (must be 4 by June 1st)    Any nickname that is preferred?

_______________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________________________ 

HOME PHONE:_______________________________      ENTERING GRADE IN THE FALL ____________ 

PARENT(S) NAME___________________________________________________________________  

 WORK/CELL PHONE________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL_____________________________________________________________________________ 

EMERGENCY CONTACT/

RELATIONSHIP_____________________________________________________________________ 

EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBER(S)

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name of person(s) permitted to pick up child from VBS___________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Any medical situation, allergies, or concerns that the directors need to be aware of? 

 

Are you interested/available to help with VBS in any manner – assisting, preparing crafts, providing snacks, 

etc.? Let us know your interests and availability?______________________________________________ 

PHOTO/VIDEO RELEASE:  Parent (or legal guardian) must sign on behalf of minor children  
(under the age of 18). 
I hereby grant to Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church (JELC), its employees, contractors, agents, and 
assigns permission to use my photograph, and to use my name, image, and/or likeness for any purpose in 
Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church’s publications and on its website, including marketing or educational 
materials, and in any and all other media now known or hereafter invented.  I agree that I will not make any 
claim against Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church (for breach of privacy or otherwise) for any of the 
above uses, and therefore release and forever discharge Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church from any 
claim, suit, demand, or action arising from any and all such uses.           
                 
                                    Parent Signature________________________________________ 

I DO NOT grant Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church (JELC), its employees, contractors, agents, and 
assigns permission to use my photograph, and to use my name, image, and/or likeness for any purpose in 
Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church’s publications and on its website, including marketing or educational 
materials, and in any and all other media now known or  hereafter   invented.   

       Parent Signature________________________________________ 
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Worship & Music Highlights  
  Worship & Music Committee would like to mention how much our committee appreciated all the people 
who shared their time and talent to enhance the worship services from Palm Sunday through Easter.  
 

Save the dates:   Music Appreciation Sunday, May 17  
                             Ensminger Scholarship Sunday, June 7 
                             June 14 & August 30, our outdoor Worship Services  
                             at the Upper Salford Park  followed by  our pot luck picnic.   
 

Next Worship & Music Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 6th at 1:00 PM in the Office Parlor.  

                                     Council Highlights 

 At the April 14, 2026 meeting, the JELC Council focused heavily on the 291 Second Street property, agreeing 
to continue on a path to rent the facility by mid-2026 and approving up to $4,500 for window restorations 
while actively seeking solutions for property management (volunteers would be welcome!).  In other key 
business, the council appointed Ryan Englehart as a youth council member, scheduled a May 28th dinner to 
build a collaborative relationship with the St. James Lutheran Council, and reviewed the continued progress 
toward 2026 priorities. 

Our Member of the Month  

This “Member of the Month” spotlight section featured in our monthly “Good News” 
newsletter is intended with hopes that it will help the congregation put names to faces and 
get to know each other.  
We are asking that you please send a photo (preferably a headshot) and a 4-5 sentence 
paragraph about yourself that can be shared in the newsletter.  
 

Some information that you may want to include in the bio would be your occupation, how 
long you have been a member here at JELC, your involvement with any activities/organizations (in or outside 
of church) and/or hobbies.  

This month’s Member of the Month is  Gina Weygand  

    Did You Know….  
                             Otts’s Sunrise Easter Service  
 

We started attending at Ott’s around 1996.  
 

Pastor Dyan Levander looked at the tunnel and suggested it was a great idea to have a Easter sunrise  
service. She liked the idea of the tunnel with the flowers planted above it to be similar to a tomb. 
 

We have been holding our Easter sunrise service there every year since then.  
Surprisingly, there have only been two recollections of having to move the service to inside the greenhouse 
due to weather forecast, and one year it snowed.  

 I have been a member of JLC for 45 years. I was married at Jerusalem, my children 
and grandchildren have been baptized and confirmed here. It truly is our church home. 
 

I am currently retired and loving it. I enjoy reading and taking long walks.   
I have served in many capacities during my years here. I currently serve as chairperson 
of the Care Team and a member of Christian Ed, Mutual Ministry and the Loeb Fund 
committees. I am an Usher and a Worship Assistant. 
 

 I encourage everyone to get involved in some way. You’ll get to know better the many 
kind and dedicated people who serve the Lord here at Jerusalem. 
 
Gina Weygand 
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 Teen Reenactment and Palm Sunday Celebration 

Easter Sunday  
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I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.       
                                                                                 2 Timothy 4:7 

In Memoriam  
 

Our Christian sympathy is extended to family and  
friends of Virginia Rex, (stepmother of Renee Bartlett),   

who entered into Eternal Life on March 17, 2026, and also,  
Christopher Wolk, (husband of Jennifer Wolk),   

who entered into Eternal Life on March 24, 2026.  

Jeanette Frey 
  
 

Anne Fisher  
  
 

Jean Fulmer  
  
 

 

Barbara Hartenbauer 
  
 
 
 
 

Gene & Pat Miesse    

 

Don & Nancy Peters 
  
 
Robert Schirk 
  
 
 
 

Don and Jean Whitko   
  
 
 
 
 

Janice Witte 
  
 

Donna Wisniewski 
  

                                   Our next meeting will be May 21, 2026 at 9:30 AM in the Youth Center.  

Sunshine Friends Birthdays:  No Birthdays in May  
The Care Team continues to visit and give Communion to our Sunshine Friends. If anyone in 
the congregation needs any kind of assistance, please contact the church office or any member 
of the Care Team.  We are here for each other. 
 

The Prayer Circle continues to pray for individuals in immediate need. If you have a concern or 
someone who needs prayer, please contact the church office, Babs deFrenes or Gina Weygand.  

 

We would like to thank the congregation for helping fill the Easter Bags for our Sunshine Friends with cards 
and pictures.  They were much appreciated! 
  

Jack Bowman has secured tickets for “Joshua” at the Sight and Sound Theater for July 14th, 2026.   
Price of tickets is $99.  Please contact Jack if you are interested. 

Care Team Highlights  

Holy Baptism  
 

                  On Sunday, April 26, 2026, we joyfully welcomed  
  Devon Christopher Tandoc into the body of believers through baptism.  

May God’s love continue to guide and strengthen him,     
          and may his walk with Christ be filled with joy.  

Good News Deadline  
GOOD NEWS DEADLINE for the March Edition is Monday, May 18th 

Please send all submissions to secretary@jelc.org or drop off at the Church office. 
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Jerusalem Lutheran Nursery School and Day Care  
 April showers bring May flowers.  As we begin the month of May, the Jerusalem Lutheran 
Day Care children and staff will be walking to the Greenfield Senior Living Community to 
hang May Day baskets on the doors of the residents. The baskets will be filled with handmade 
paper flowers and sweets. This is the 6th year we will be delivering May Day baskets at 
Greenfield.  This old-fashioned tradition often brings back joyful childhood memories for the 
seniors.  Next up in May, we will be honoring our mothers, grandmothers, and aunts with 
special gifts and cards in celebration of Mother’s Day. In addition, we will be hosting a 

“Muffins for Mothers” breakfast for our moms to enjoy with their adoring children.   Later in the month, we 
are looking forward to Teacher Appreciation Week.  The JLNS&DC Board of Directors along with the 
parents always come up with wonderful ways to show their appreciation to our dedicated and hardworking 
staff. Then, as Memorial Day approaches, we will be making cards to send to the Southeastern Veterans’ 
Center in Spring City. We want to thank the veterans for their faithful service to our country and let them 
know that they are not forgotten.  We believe it is important to instill a sense of patriotism and gratitude in the 
children.  In conclusion, it looks like May is going to be a marvelous month filled with joy and thankfulness! 
 

 Tell a Friend: Jerusalem Lutheran Nursery School is currently registering three-, four-, and five-year-old 
children for the 2026-2027 school year.  Class is held on MWF from 9:00 am until 11:30 am. In addition, we 
have a few full-time openings in our Day Care summer camp program which runs from June 22nd through 
August 28th.  Summer camp is available for children 13 months through 5th grade. For more information on 
these programs, please call the JLNS&DC office at 610-287-6360.  
 

I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to the JLNS&DC Board of Directors, the Parents’ 
Association, and my co-workers for the wonderful surprise celebration which was recently 
held in recognition of my 40 years of teaching at JLNS&DC.  I am grateful for the flowers, 
cake, decorations, and gifts that I received. In addition, I appreciate the cards and well wishes 
from members of JELC. I am so happy and blessed God led me to JLNS&DC! 
 
Judy McKeever 
JLNS&DC Program Director 

Congratulations: 40th Year Anniversary  
JLNSDC shared a special day of recognizing their beloved teacher, Mrs. Judy McKeever, for the 40 years 
she has been dedicated to teaching at JLNS&DC and helping countless children learn, love, and grow.  
Congratulations, Mrs. McKeever! Thank-you to the devoted years to have given to our children and our  
ministry.  
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                        JLNSDC Summer Camp 2026 
 
Week 1: June 22 to June 26 
Kindness Camp Kick-Off 
Yippee! Summer Camp officially begins. 
Here comes the fun: sprinkler days, nature 
hikes, awesome art projects, and cool  
cooking activities. It’s going to be a hot 
time at JLDC! 
 
Week 2: June 29 to July 3 
America 250 
It’s the United States Semiquincentenni-
al. Let’s show our patriotic pride as we  
celebrate all things red, white, and blue! 
 
Week 3: July 6 to July 10 
Minion Mania 
Look out! Kevin, Bob, and Stewart are 
on the loose. Be pre-pared for lots of  
minion mayhem! 
 
Week 4: July 13 to July 17 
Splish Splash 
Get ready to get soaked. We are  
going to cool off with some  
awesome wet and wild activities. Don’t 
forget your towel! 
 
Week 5: July 20 to July 24 
Carnival Craziness 
Step right up, boys and girls.  
Try your luck at some exciting games of 
skill and chance. Don’t worry; everyone is 
a win-ner! 

 
Week 6: July 27 to July 31 
Slime Slam 
Ooey, gooey, squishy, squashy; 
this week we are making all kinds 
of slime. Prepare to “get slimed!” 
 
Week 7: August 3 to August 7 
Beach Bash 
Surf’s Up! Get ready to catch a 
wave as we head “down the 
shore” for a week filled with sun, 
sand, and good vibra-tions! 
 
Week 8: August 10 to August 14 
Around the World in 5 Days 
Pack your suitcase and grab your  
passport. We are headed for some  
international adventures. Who knows 
where our travels will take us? 
 
 
Week 9: August 17 to August 21 
Petite Picassos 
What masterpieces will our  
budding artists create? It is going to 
be a week of paint, palettes, and 
brushes! 
 
Week 10: August 24 to August 28 
Disney Days 
Hot Dog! Hot Dog! Hot Diggity 
Dog! We are going to Mickey’s 
Clubhouse for tons of Disney fun 
and excitement! 

Summer camp is available for children 13 months through 5th grade.  
For more information on these programs, please call the JLNS&DC office at 610-287-6360.  
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              The People of Jerusalem Congregation, Ministers 
                               Rev. Chris McKinstry, Pastor 

            David A. Crist, Director of Music     Glenda Ortiz, Secretary 
 

                       311 Second Street Schwenksville, PA  19473 
           Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM     
                                             Phone: 610-287-7104 
 Glenda Ortiz Cell: 215-237-7707    Email - secretary@jelc.org  Website: www.jelc.org    

                                                   Facebook: facebook.com/jelcville/    Instagram: jelc_schwenksville 
For pastoral care please contact Pastor Chris McKinstry at: 484-300-6674 or the church office at 610-287-7104 
 

                                                David Crist: 610 489-3320    Email: da1crist@protonmail.com 
    Jerusalem Lutheran Nursery School and Day Care 610-287-6360 

Andy Englehart   President  
Norma Grosick   Vice President 
Chris Freer                          Secretary  
Caesar Gorski, Jr.    Treasurer 
Jen Wolk                            Financial Secretary                                                                                                          

Paul Ensminger  
Madeline Morris  
Samuel Morris  
Ryan Englehart 

Congregational Church Council 2026 

Sunday School & Confirmation Classes ~ 9:15 AM 
Till May 24th (end of season)  

Will resume after Labor Day in September 
  

Single Worship Schedule ~ 10:30 AM 

       Regular Worship Schedule  


