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  My Dear Brothers and Sisters of Jerusalem Lutheran Church, Grace and Peace to 
you from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Do you have any stories that you tell over and over again? Or maybe stories that 
you love to listen to over and over again? I am blessed to have a group of friends 
from college that I have stayed in touch with over the years, and while I don’t get 
to see them nearly as much as I would like to, often when we do get together we 
end of up telling some of the same stories again and again. They are stories that we 
all know, many of which happened nearly 20 years ago, and yet they are worth re-

telling because of the joy they bring to each of us (our wives might not find the stories as entertaining as we 
do).  
 
I think we all have those stories in our lives that bring us joy that we can’t help but keep returning to again 
and again. Perhaps it’s a favorite book that you never seem to tire of no matter how many times you read it. 
I’ve never been a big re-reader of books but this year I’ve started to do that more and it’s been really fun to 
come back to familiar books and discover hidden details that I had missed the first time through. Perhaps for 
you it’s not a favorite book but a favorite movie or show that you love to rewatch, something that speaks to 
your heart, moves you to tears or laughter, a story that no matter how many times you watch it you just don’t 
seem to get tired of it. Stories are powerful, they can become a part of us, transform the way we think and 
see, and the stories that we choose to revisit often impact us even more deeply.  
 
As I write this article I am in the process of preparing for Holy Week which is a time in the church year 
where we set aside time to tell the same story again. If you’ve been around the church at all throughout your 
life then you already know the story but I suspect, if you’re anything like me, you don’t mind hearing it 
again. It’s a story that is worth telling over and over again, a story about new life, about God’s love for the 
world, and about death not being the end of the story. 
 
There’s an old hymn that I love titled “I Love To Tell The Story” and it always seems to come to my mind 
during Holy Week. I find myself humming it or singing it to myself as I prepare for the various worship 
services. I’ve been thinking about one verse in particular recently that goes like this: 
 
I love to tell the story; 
  For those who know it best 
Seem hungering and thirsting 
  To hear it like the rest. 
And when, in scenes of glory, 
  I sing the new, new song, 
’Twill be the old, old story, 
  That I have loved so long. 
 
So as we enter into Holy Week, and we tell the old old story of Jesus and his love once again, I hope and pray 
that you get as much joy from hearing it as I do. That this story might serve to move you, inspire you, and 
encourage you once again, and that you might even discover something new, a detail you hadn’t picked up on 
before that reveals a truth about the story that enhances it even more.  
 
May the Grace and Peace of Christ, our Paschal Lamb, the one who has defeated death and the grave, be with 
you throughout Holy Week and the Easter season. 
 
Pastor Chris 

Pastor’s Page 



3 

 

 Thursday, April 2nd - Maundy Thursday 
                                      7:45 PM: Maundy Thursday Worship Service  

 Friday, April 3rd  -  Good Friday  
                                      5:00 PM: Teen Crucifixion Drama Rehearsal  
                                      7:45 PM: Good Friday Tenebrae Service 

 Sunday, April 5th: Easter Sunday  
                                     7:00 AM: Community Sunrise Service at Ott’s Exotic Plants 
                                     10:45 AM: Prelude Music at Jerusalem Church Sanctuary before worship service  
                                     11:00 AM: Easter Worship Service at Jerusalem Church Sanctuary 

 Saturday, April 11th - 9:00 AM: Community Blood Drive in the Social Hall 
                                          3:45 PM: Box City Youth Event  

 Monday, April 13th - 7:00 PM: JLNSDC Board Meeting (SH) 

 Tuesday, April 14th - 7:00 PM: Council Meeting (SH) 

 Thursday, April 16th - 9:00 AM: Care Team Meeting (YC) 

 Saturday, April 18th - 8:30 AM: Men’s Breakfast (SH) 
                                          9:30 AM: Spring Clean-up  

 Monday, April 20th - May Good News Deadline  
                                         10:00 AM: Book Club Meeting (OP) 

 Tuesday, April 21st - 6:30 PM: Teen Time (SH) 

 Sunday, April 26th - Ensminger Scholarship Application Deadline  

 Wednesday, April 29th - 12:30 PM: Monthly Luncheon Gathering  

Looking Ahead  

 Women’s Bible Study  
 We will resume our current study  starting Wednesday, April 15th at 6:30 PM.  
 

We have three lessons remaining in this study.  Our current Women’s Bible Study is 
“Untangling Faith” by Amberly Neese. If interested in joining, please contact Glenda Ortiz 
or email secretary@jelc.org  

                       Maundy Thursday, April 2nd 
      6:15 PM: Dinner Church - St. James Lutheran Church  
      7:45 PM: Worship Service - Jerusalem Lutheran Church with  
                     Communion and stripping of the Altar.                     

       
 

                  Good Friday, April 3rd 
  6:15 PM: Good Friday Tenebrae Service - St. James Lutheran Church 
  7:45 PM: Good Friday Tenebrae Service - Jerusalem Lutheran Church 

 
 

                         Easter Sunday,  April 5th 
   7:00 AM -  Sunrise Service at Ott’s Exotic Plants 
   9:00 AM - St. James Lutheran Church  
   11:00 AM - Jerusalem Lutheran Church  
                      with prelude music starting at 10:45 AM 
          

Holy Week & Easter Sunday Services Schedule  
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Blood Drive 
Red Cross Blood Donation at JELC  

 

Saturday, April 11th  from 9AM to 2PM in the Social Hall.  
 

Scan the QR code to register or visit: redcrossblood.org/give 

Enter zip code 19473 and enter date 4/11/2026 in the search box for 
Jerusalem Church  from list of donors.  

April Teen Time  
                          

                               Tuesday, April 21st  from 6:30 PM - 8 PM  
                               Join us for Teen Time in the Social Hall  

Bring a snack to share and invite a friend!  
 Email the church office at: secretary@jelc.org or  

text Glenda Ortiz at: 215-237-7707 

Men’s Breakfast  
  Men’s Breakfast  
Join us during a time of fellowship among other men  
from our congregation.  
Saturday, April 18th at 8:30 AM in the Social Hall 
 

No RSVP Required. Any questions please reach out to Andy Englehart.  

Spring Clean-up 
 

The Property Committee is asking for help for our Spring Cleanup!  
 

We are planning to do the outside cleanup to include leaf blowing, weeding, and 
bed mulching on Saturday April 18th following the Men’s Breakfast. If you are 
willing and able, please plan on helping for a few hours. Not necessary, but if you 
have gardening tools like blowers, rakes, shovels, and wheelbarrows, please bring 
them.  Refreshments will be supplied. Hope to see you there.  

 

Our next Feed the Homeless event will be Saturday, April 25th  
We will distribute food to Opportunity House for the homeless.  

 
If interested in volunteering either to cook, or help distribute or both,  

please contact Norma Grosick: 610-487-5673 

Cook Meals and Feed the Homeless 

             

Treat yourself to a healthy free home cooked meal prepared by our hospitality team. 
Open to all in our community.  Eat in or take-out   
 

When: Friday, Apr il 24th          Time: 6 PM-7PM  
Where: Jerusalem Lutheran Church - Social Hall 
 

To RSVP your meal please visit our website at: www.jelc.org or  
email secretary@jelc.org or contact Norma Grosick at: 610-487-5673 

Community Outreach Meal 

http://redcrossblood.org/give
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              Monthly Luncheon - Last Wednesday of the Month ~ April 29th at 12:30 PM 

The Library Restaurant 
217  E. Main Street, Collegeville, PA 

    Please contact Dan Slemmer BEFORE April 24th to reserve your place and request    
                                                       carpooling if needed. 

    March’s Monthly Luncheon Gathering 

  Please join us for a fun time of fellowship with all the Wonderful Women in 
Jerusalem Church! We want to celebrate you with a delicious brunch! 
 

Sunday, May 3rd at 11:30 AM (following the worship service)  
in the Social Hall.  

 

We will have sandwiches, scones, mini muffins, and salad. If you would like to 
bring your favorite dish to share it is welcomed but not necessary.  
 

Please RSVP by visiting our website, responding to Evite link sent by email or 
by contacting the church office.  RSVP By April 30th.  

Wonderful Women’s Brunch 

 Sunday, June 14th  
Upper Salford Park in Schwenksville 
Time to be determined. Stay Tuned 

 

Worship service followed by lunch. Games and activities for kids will be available.  
 

Please join us during this fun time of fellowship. Please see bulletin 
board on Narthex for sign-up sheet, Sign– up link via email which will be sent soon  
                                        contact the church to be added to the list.  

Outdoor Worship Service & Church Picnic 

  

                                     May 17, 2026 
Worship and Music Committee would like to honor our music programs at JELC with 

a recognition Sunday on May 17th. Come and join us during our  
10:30 AM worship service and show your appreciation to everyone involved with the 

wonderful programs at Jerusalem!  
Refreshments following after the service. 

Music Appreciation Sunday 

Trivia Night 
          Sunday, March 2nd from 2 PM-4PM in the Social Hall.   
 

Teams of up-to 8 people will answer intergenerational trivia questions and compete 
for great prizes, while enjoying complimentary refreshments. A donation of $50 
dollars per table is requested to enter your team and reserve your table.  
 

Whatever donations are received will be made to local charity organization.  
 

Gather your kids, friends, parents and grandparents, reserve your table by calling the 
church office, visiting www.JELC.org and then join us for a fun afternoon of trivia 
to benefit a good cause. 

 

Not joining for trivia? You can still be a part by contributing to this church event by donating food or prizes. 
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                                     Council Highlights 
The March 17, 2026, council meeting covered several property maintenance and facility management 
approvals. The council approved a $2,500 project to paint all exterior doors on the church building, as well as 
a nearly $20,000 project for the interior and exterior painting and floor refurnishing of the 291 Second Street 
property.  
 

A strong emphasis was also placed on upcoming fellowship and community outreach events. The council 
approved a Palm Sunday Community Pancake Breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt for March 29th, a church 
cleanup day on April 18th, and hosting a dinner on April 24th. Other upcoming highlights include a 
"Wonderful Women" brunch scheduled for May 3rd, a Music Appreciation Sunday on May 17th, and a Family 
Trivia event on May 30th. Finally, the council reviewed its top priorities for 2026, which include establishing 
relationships with St. James and other local churches, expanding monthly community meals while ensuring 
kitchen food safety compliance, and continuing their bi-monthly cooking efforts for the homeless. 

Good News Deadline  
GOOD NEWS DEADLINE for the March Edition is Monday, April 20th  

Please send all submissions to secretary@jelc.org or drop off at the Church office. 

 

    Did You Know….  
Do you have spare old eyeglasses no longer in use?  

Did you know we have a used eyeglasses donation box?  
It is located in the Coffee Corner. You can bring your old unused glasses and place them 

in the donation box which will then be turned in to the Lions Club in Skippack. 
 

Do you know any fun facts about our church or other information  
you would like to let others know? Let us know!  Email or call the church office to be 

shared in the upcoming Good News!  

Thank you 
Special thank you to Joan Connolly for taking all the eyeglasses placed in the donation box to the Lions Club 
in Skippack. Our donation box was over flowing with donated eyeglasses.  
Joan gathered 60 pair of eyeglasses from the donation box! Thank you to everyone that donated eyeglasses. 
And a huge thank you to Joan for taking care of forwarding them to their allocated home.  

Special thank you to Jen Wolk for donating a new mini-fridge to our Coffee Corner after our previous fridge 
stopped operating.  
 

Jen, we are grateful for your generosity and thoughtfulness! We will definitely put it to great use!  
 

Sincerely,  
JELC Congregation.  

                                Vacation Bible School 2026 
                   June 22nd - June 26th ~ 9AM-12PM  
 

        Emerald Crossing: An Irish Adventure through Psalm 23 
 

Registration forms are available on the ushers stand in the  
Narthex, upcoming monthly newsletter, website or by emailing the church 

office at: Secretary@jelc.org 
We are in need of volunteers!  

If able to help, please contact the church office.  

Vacation Bible School 2026 
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Jerusalem Lutheran Nursery School and Day Care  
As we get ready to hop into April, the children and staff at Jerusalem Lutheran Day Care are 
looking forward to a month filled with joy and blessings. First, we will be preparing for the 
Easter holiday. We cannot wait to decorate, hide, and hunt for eggs. In addition, we will enjoy 
an Easter party with lots of delicious treats. Furthermore, we plan to spread some Easter joy 
and cheer with handmade cards for our senior friends at Greenfield Retirement Community as 
well as our JELC Sunshine Friends. Next, we will be celebrating The Week of the Young 
Child from April 11th-17th. We will be honoring the children with a variety of extra fun and 

exciting activities. For example, we are thrilled to welcome back, Hank, our favorite Great Pyrenees dog, who 
is a member of Christian Fahy’s family. This “gentle giant,” who is truly loved by the children, has become a 
regular visitor to JLDC during this special week. Also, as part of our Fresh Fruit Friday initiative, the children 
will be creating a yummy edible rainbow. In addition, we have some secret surprises in store for the children. 
By the end of the week, we hope the children will know how much they are loved, cherished, and treasured! 
Later in April, we be learning about Earth Day. We will be focusing on the beauty and wonder of God’s 
amazing creations. We will delight in playing at Meadow Park and hiking on the Perkiomen Trail. We will be 
learning about the important concepts of reducing, reusing, and recycling as well as the part each of us can 
play in keeping the earth clean and green.  
In conclusion, April is going to be an awesome month, no fooling! 
 

*Please be sure to check out the colorful posters made by each class at JLNS&DC in celebration of The Week 
of the Young Child. They will be on display in the cloister. 
 

Recently, the JLNS&DC staff participated in an online training presented by the Pennsylvania Department of 
Human Services. This important training meets the safety requirement for licensed childcare centers in 
Pennsylvania. At JLNS&DC the safety of the children is always our top priority! 

 
We would like to offer our heartfelt thanks to the following JELC members: 
* Pat and Gene Miesse for obtaining a $250 grant from the Thrivent Financial Team Action Program. The 
money will be used to buy art supplies which in turn will be used for cards and crafts for our senior friends at 
Greenfield, veterans at the Southeastern Veterans’ Center, and the JELC Sunshine Friends. The children love 
to bring joy to others! 
*Renee Bartlett and Nancy Arnold for purchasing manipulative S.T.E.A M. toys for the children from our 
Amazon wish list. The children are really enjoying the new toys! 
We are grateful for their kindness and support! 
 

Tell a Friend: Jerusalem Lutheran Nursery School is currently registering three-, four-,  
and five-year olds for the 2026-2027 school year. Class is held on MWF from 9:00 am until 
11:30 am. In addition, Jerusalem Lutheran Day Care has a few full-time openings currently. 
The day care provides loving care and instruction for children ages 13 months through  
5th grade.  
 For more information on these programs, please call the JLNS&DC office at 610-287-6360. 

Worship & Music Highlights  
March 15 – Ryan Bullard and Isaac Freer received First Communion.  Refreshments followed the service to celebrate their special 
day.  The Mustard Seed Puppeteers performed during this service. 
 

Lenten Soup Suppers and devotions –  Wednesday evenings during Lent, we gathered to share two delicious soups, bread and 
drinks that were provided by volunteers.  Most weeks someone brought a treat to share for dessert.  Following our meal, Pastor 
Chris, Glenda and David led lessons and devotions.  A successful annual Lenten event!  Thanks to everyone who attended and 
provided food. 
 

Plans for Palm Sunday through Holy Week and Easter Sunday were finalized.  Our Easter Service times will be posted at Ott's and 
on the Schwenksville Community and Lower Frederick signs.  
 

Save the dates:   Music Appreciation Sunday, May 17  
                             Ensminger Scholarship Sunday, June 7 
                             June 14 & August 30, our outdoor Worship Services at the Upper Salford Park  followed by  our pot luck picnic.   
 

Next Worship & Music Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 6th at 1:00 PM in the Office Parlor.  
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                                   Our next meeting will be April 16, 2026 at 9:30 AM in the Youth Center.  

Sunshine Friends Birthdays:  Jeanette Frey - April 1st,  Anne Fisher – April 24th 
The Care Team continues to visit and give Communion to our Sunshine Friends. If anyone in 
the congregation needs any kind of assistance, please contact the church office or any member 
of the Care Team.  We are here for each other. 
 

The Prayer Circle continues to pray for individuals in immediate need. If you have a concern or 
someone who needs prayer, please contact the church office, Babs deFrenes or Gina Weygand.   

 

Jack Bowman has secured tickets for “Joshua” at the Sight and Sound Theater for July 14th, 2026.   
Price of tickets is $99.  Please contact Jack if you are interested. 

Care Team Highlights  

 Altar Flowers   
Order forms are located inside red file folder on the Bulletin Board. Write your name and 

message desired for dedication on the schedule, fill out an order form, place  
order form with payment in the offering plate or mail it into the church office.  

Any questions feel free to contact the church office.  
 

 

   Help Needed 
 

We have rolled out care for children in the Nursery room during the worship service 
once again. We are in need of volunteers. Please look for sign-up schedule in email. 
Child abuse clearances are required to be on file by the church. Please contact the 
church office for assistance in obtaining them if needed. There is no charge for  
volunteers requesting child abuse clearances, and they are valid for 5 years.    

01 Brett Poust 
02 James Kohler 
     Kate Vossen  
03 Laura Charles,  
04 Rose Koehler, Michelle Waltimyer, 
Marie Mancini  
06 Michael Mancini, Sam Vossen 
07 Kent Ziegler  
08 Steve Lonesky 
 

09 Jim Koehler  
12 Ashley Gilbert  
15 Linda Sheets 
18 Stacey King  
19 Stacey Wisniewski,  
      Eric Gilbert  
21 Aaron Fry, Lindsay Fry  
24 Anne Fisher, Jackson King  
27 Leslie Leben 
30 Heather Rhoads Johnson 

April Birthdays 

                                     

                                                       ENSMINGER SCHOLARSHIP  - 2026 
  

Awards are scheduled to be presented on Sunday, June 7th 
during our 10:30 AM worship service with refreshments following after the service.  

Ensminger Scholarship Sunday  
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THE REVEREND KENNETH S. ENSMINGER SCHOLARSHIP 
2026 

 
The Revered Kenneth S. Ensminger Scholarship was established to honor Pastor Emeritus 
Kenneth S. Ensminger, former pastor of Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church.  The first 
scholarship was presented in 1994 and one or more scholarships have been awarded each year 
since 1994 to members of Jerusalem Lutheran Church seeking further education following 
graduation.  
 

APPLICATION for 2026 
 

Please answer all items completely and accurately.  Use a separate sheet as necessary.  The 
deadline for applications is Sunday, April 26, 2026.  Please submit your application by email to 
secretary@jelc.org or mail/hand deliver your completed application to Ensminger Scholarship 
Committee, 311 2nd Street, Schwenksville, PA 19473. 
 

Eligibility requirements are that each applicant must be a member of Jerusalem Lutheran 
Church (one year minimum) and a high school graduate, graduating senior, or any member 
planning to continue education. 
 

All applications will be reviewed by the Scholarship Committee. Scholarship(s) will be 
awarded based on the three main areas listed on this application:  Scholarship; Service/
Activities at JELC; Service/ Activities in School and Community.  One to three scholarships 
will be presented this year based on the By-Laws of the Ensminger Scholarship Fund. 
 
Full Name:             
 
Address:             
 
Telephone: ___________________________ Date of Birth: ___________________ 
 
Mother’s Name: _______________________ Telephone: _____________________ 
 
Mother’s Address (if different): _______________________________________________ 
 
Father’s Name:_________________________ Telephone: ______________________ 
 
Father’s Address (if different): _________________________________________________ 
 
List Siblings (name and age) 
_____________________________________ ________________________________ 
 
Name of High School you attend (attended): ________________________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Graduation: _______ GPA _________ Rank __________ Out of __________ 
 
                                                                           1/2 
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List Awards/Honors Received: 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Attach or have sent your Official Transcript.  The information must be received by  
Sunday, April 26, 2026. If it is not possible to obtain an official transcr ipt from your 
school, we will accept copies of this school year’s first and second marking periods’ report 
card grades.  

On a separate sheet(s) of paper complete the following: 
 

1.  List your JELC Service/Activities: 
 

2.  List your High School Service/Activities: 
 

3.  List your Community Service/Activities: 
 

4.  Select two of the activities in which you have participated and on a separate sheet of 
paper, describe how you have personally benefited from each activity. 

 
5.  List colleges, universities or other schools to which you have applied and/or been 
accepted and indicate your choice if you have made one. 

 
6.  List your choice of major or specialization. 

 
7. Write a brief paragraph stating your reasons for wanting to pursue your chosen      
     career. 

 
Please submit at least two letters of recommendation from people (not related to you) who can 
comment on your activities, work habits, achievements and character.  All letters of 
recommendation and the completed application must be submitted by Sunday, April 26, 2026.  
Should you have any questions or  require any clar ification, please contact Glenda in the 
Church office. 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
 

I acknowledge that all the information contained in this application is original, accurate and 
complete to the best of my knowledge and that all is made in good faith. 
 
________________________                               _________________________ 
Applicant Signature                       Parent/Guardian Signature 
 
 
Dated: ________________________            Dated: _____________________ 
 
                                                                     2/2 
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   First  Communion  

   Teen Time   
Special thank you to all the teens that joined us for Teen Time this past month. We 
had 13 wonderful teens stop by and we had a great time sharing some good laughs.  
 

Special thank-you to Sarah Englehart for supplying the pizza and being our  
chaperone!  
 

Next Teen Time is scheduled for Tuesday, April 21st! See you all then!  

Special congratulations to this year's Sunday School students who participated in their 
First Communion. Students had a short First Communion instruction where they baked 
the bread that was then shared during the worship service during communion. It was a 
very special and blessed milestone for these boys and their families.  
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              The People of Jerusalem Congregation, Ministers 
                               Rev. Chris McKinstry, Pastor 

            David A. Crist, Director of Music     Glenda Ortiz, Secretary 
 

                       311 Second Street Schwenksville, PA  19473 
           Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM     
                                             Phone: 610-287-7104 
 Glenda Ortiz Cell: 215-237-7707    Email - secretary@jelc.org  Website: www.jelc.org    

                                                   Facebook: facebook.com/jelcville/    Instagram: jelc_schwenksville 
For pastoral care please contact Pastor Chris McKinstry at: 484-300-6674 or the church office at 610-287-7104 
 

                                                David Crist: 610 489-3320    Email: da1crist@protonmail.com 
    Jerusalem Lutheran Nursery School and Day Care 610-287-6360 

Andy Englehart   President  
Norma Grosick   Vice President 
Chris Freer                          Secretary  
Caesar Gorski, Jr.    Treasurer 
Jen Wolk                            Financial Secretary                                                                                                          

Paul Ensminger  
Madeline Morris  
Samuel Morris  

Congregational Church Council 2026 

Sunday School & Confirmation Classes ~ 9:15 AM 
  

Single Worship Schedule ~ 10:30 AM 

       New Worship Schedule  

Please be aware that in the event of cancelations for worship service or other events due to 
inclement weather, we will notify the congregation via: Email, Social media announcements, 
website update, church office voicemail greeting, and phone calls to those that attend that 
don’t have email or access to any electronic notifications.  
Also, feel free to contact Andy Englehart or Glenda Ortiz for cancelation confirmation.  

Inclement Weather Cancelations 


