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Looking Ahead

Monday, October 2nd - 7:00 PM: JLNSDC Board Meeting (SH)
Tuesday, October 3rd - 7:30 PM: Finance Committee Virtual Meeting . ,(IL,
Wednesday, October 4th - 1:00 PM: Worship & Music Committee Meeting (OP)

Saturday, October 7th - 10:00 AM: Blessing of Animals ‘&M
5:30-8:30 PM: Fall Fest at Olszanowski Farm Webcome all

Tuesday, October 10th - 7:00 PM: Council Meeting (SH)

Sunday, October 15th: Healing Services
November Good News Deadline

Wednesday, October 18th - 8:00 PM: AA Anniversary Celebration (SH)
Thursday, October 19th - 9:30 AM: Care Team Meeting (YC)
Thursday, October 26th - Halloween Parade (pending confirmation)
Sunday, October 29th: Reformation Sunday

Tuesday, October 31st: Halloween
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Martin Luther's Seal (or the Luther Rose)

Luther’s seal, or as it is sometimes called, Luther’s Rose, is the most widely known symbol of Lutheranism.
Luther was invited to create a personal symbol to summarize his faith in 1520. As his writings became
increasingly popular, there was a desire on the part of the Wittenberg printers to somehow indicate what was
an authorized publication of Luther’s works. So, they asked Luther to tell them what he would like to have as
his personal mark on his published works which is shown below. The meaning of each of the parts of the Seal
are explained below as well.

Symbolizes Jesus’” death and pain and reminds us that faith in Jesus is what

Black Cross saves us. “For one who believes from the heart will be justified” ~Rom 10:10

Even though the cross is black, it does not kill our hearts, but makes us alive.
Red Heart ' “The just shall live by faith” — Rom 1:17

Faith in Jesus brings true joy, consolation and peace, not worldly joy and

White Rose peace — John 14:27, White is the color of angels and blessed spirits.
Symbolizes our hope for the coming joys of heaven, though not yet revealed.
Blue Sky
As a circle is unending, so the joys of heaven will be unending. Its gold color
Gold Rim ‘i. ,:' reminds us that the joys of heaven are more precious than any other treasure.




Blessing of the Animals

Bring your beloved furry friends for a special blessing on
Saturday, October 7th at 10am!!

"God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the
livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that
move along the ground according to their kinds.

And God saw that it was good". ~ Genesis 1:25

Everyone has the option of doing:
Fall Fest Hayride for $10

Where: Olszanowski Farm S:ll;l(l)tl}l/[ 21%: gig
315 Pughtown Rd, Spring City, PA 19475

g X
% "
Edﬁ When: Saturday, October 7th, 2023 *Q@
Olszanowski @FAPm 1y, e: 5:30 PM -8:30 PM

There is no charge if hayride or corn maze is not preferred.
ASP is providing snacks since it’s close to dinner time! Small donation is requested!

For more information contact Norma Grosick at : 610-487-5673
Please look for sign-up link shared by email or sign-up sheet on Bulletin Board.

Healing Service

¥

N Sunday, October 15th
during both 8:30 AM & 11 AM Services

SERVICE OF

"MAEN FRNNE[N  OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

1 Keith Martin 13 Carol Sprainer
2 lla Benz . }6 (})Iannalé}ﬁ;)USt' Bill Luyb
4 Allison & Sarah Grosick ) I—i 7 Owen Gillespie, Bill Luyben,
5 Cameron Bartlett, Andrew Scott b B~ 18 graq(ei Iéupf[ieen

3 y avid Cris
gllflgfscl;/lzelg?;;t : 19 Julie Sanders, Kristen Sanders
9 Sharon Balla e 20 Kyle Kohler, Samantha Pfister

o> 21 Deanna Koehler
23 Jeffrey Erb
24 Jack Bowman, Michael Damiani,

11 Ida Lance, John Markley,
Kimberly Tyson
12 Lars Hagner

Good News Deadline

GOOD NEWS DEADLINE For the NOVEMBER Edition is
Sunday, October 15th, 2023

Please send all submissions to secretary@jelc.org or drop off at
the Church office.
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@ Pastoral Musings...

4 As we all know, life can be very unpredictable. Everything seems fine and
§ cach day follows the next and then out of nowhere there is a call, a
diagnosis, an accident, a financial issue that overwhelms us so we then feel
as if we have lost our bearing and our security. There are more questions
1 than answers, uncertainty rather than confidence, loneliness in place of

' belonging. We all react differently at such times, some of us reach out for
support and help, others pull back and hope it will all go away. As people of faith we may grow
even stronger in our faith or we may lose our faith. I know because I have experienced such
times myself and I have been with others as they face such times. As a Pastor I struggle to
understand or to explain to myself or to you how/why these things occur.

Some I know would like for me to say it is God's will or according to his plan. At least there
would seem to be someone who can explain the unexplainable. But I cannot say this as it
implies these things occur/caused by God's will which would mean God causes pain and death.
All I can say with certainty is that God comes to us in such times to give us courage and hope
for God is a God of life who through Jesus understands how we feel, understands fear and pain.
The God we worship is a God of life!

God does this by sending his Spirit to us as well as his angels who are those that reach out to
help us and remind us we are not alone. I have seen this in Jerusalem especially recently. I have
seen many of you be the messengers of God's love and presence through your prayers, the calls
you make, the visits, the cards, the sharing of food all of which are signs of God being present
with us through others. At such times we become the church, Christ's body on earth who bring
healing and compassion to those who call out for God's strength. As a church we do many
things such as worship, serve, teach, sing, have fellowship, study, pray and much more. But the
presence and support we give to those who have had their life turned upside down is the most
visible sign of Christ's presence in the world.

So thank you for your faithfulness and care for each other. Thank you for your prayers and
comfort you offer. Thank you for being present to each other. We are his messengers and angels
who come to those hurting and alone to assure them God is indeed present. God who suffers in
our suffering and who walks with us in the darkness to the light he creates within and around
us. Please continue to be there for each other and to allow others to be there for you. For when
we gather in service in the name of Jesus he is present as the resurrected Son of God. Hold to
each other in prayer knowing Jesus is not only listening but is present with you.

Rejoicing in your witness to the Good News of our resurrected Lord..

Pastor Stan




v I Tv 7] Adult Forum will consist of discussion of 'Jesus'. Yes, we know who Jesus is
A l ‘ l or do we really? There are various ways we see Jesus and understand him to be so
K¢ | Cohoal let's discuss what we have been taught and what we believe and who the Biblical

Jesus is said to be. We meet in the Social Hall between services.

Prayer Group is being formed to be prayer partners with Pastor Stan to offer intentional prayers for
those who are facing immediate health issues or who are facing other challenges. If you are interested

please speak with Pastor Stan.

"'\'.:\‘\. i
[ill praize & \ft‘) N ]
Yolk i “’g ) Praising Hands &
,,0.1.“;{,,.1"? i\ ! oS Mustard Seed Puppeteers Rehearsals

‘n% 3 X Will be presenting “Trading my sorrows...
W‘W‘WW Yes Lord” on Sunday, October 22nd during both 8:30 &
11:00 am worship services.

ot hat

my hande

Please contact Norma Grosick with any questions at 610-487-5673.

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN.....

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2023

- In the Sanctuary

COINGRETAT IONAL Following a Single Worship Service at 9:30 AM
in the Sanctuary

No Christian Education

You are important to this process...Hope to see you all there!

Sunday, November 12th, 2023
MP B R EA K FA ST following the Congregational

Annual Meeting

Come out and enjoy a meal during a great
time of fellowship.

Set-up will be on Sunday, November 12th, 2023
= at 8:00 AM in the Social Hall




CARE TEAM
Sunshine Friends Birthdays: 1da Lance October 11th

&,
Looking forward - Jack Bowman is looking to purchase tickets to see "Daniel" at Sight and
Sound theatre on Tues. July 9th, 2024. We need a total of 13 people to get the ticket

discount. Six spots have already been reserved. Price of discounted ticket is $94. Please see Jack Bowman
if you are interested.

The Care Team is starting a Prayer Circle. When someone needs immediate prayers the Prayer Circle will be
notified and will pray for your special need. This does not take the place of prayers we say weekly at church
services. If you have a prayer need, please contact Pastor Stan or Babs deFrenes and they will activate the
Prayer Chain. If you are interested in participating in the Prayer Circle, please let us know. We currently
have 9 people who will personally pray for your needs.

“Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and
always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people”  ~Ephesians 6:18

Please remember our Sunshine Friends with some cards, wishes and prayers!

Helen Wells
IdaLance Jean Fulmer Manatawny Manor,
Greenfield Senior Living 20 Church Road Room 203-B
300 Perkiomen Ave. Schwenksville, PA 19473 Old Schuylkill Road
Schwenksville, PA 19473 Route 724
Jeanette Fre Dorie Rahm Pottstown, PA 19465
2849 Big Rd.yApt. 1116 815 Maplewood Drive APT 261
Zieglerville, PA 19492 Harleysville, PA 19438 Janice & Ed Witte

Amity Place, Apt 423
139 Old Swede Road

n
Q& & Douglassville, PA 19518

Our next meeting will be on September 21st at 9:30 AM in the Youth Center.
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L Our Christian sympathy is extended to family and LT
e friends of George Wisniewski (Donna Wisniewski’s husband) O
W who entered into Eternal Life on September 21, 2023. Y

I have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the faith. ~ 2 Timothy 4:7

‘.

{ #. Daily Bread Communily
P " ’
'v¢ Food Pantry

Hello,

On behalf of the children of our clients at Daily Bread Community Food Pantry, we would sincerely like to
thank every church, business, organization and individual who made this year's school supplies drive a
tremendous success! Due to your generosity and support, we were able to give out new school supplies and
backpacks to 257 children. It was heartwarming to see the appreciation of the parents and we thank you all
so very much for your continued support!

Anne Ryan
Volunteer, DBCFP



JERUSALEM LUTHERAN NURSERY SCHOOL AND DAY CARE CENTER

Now that fall has officially arrived, the children and staff at Jerusalem Lutheran Day Care
are looking forward to a season filled with fun and frolicking. To begin with, as the weather
turns cool and crisp, we will be spending more time hiking on the Perkiomen Trail and
enjoying the beautiful fall foliage. In addition, we are super excited about the start of the
football season. We are hoping the Eagles will make a return trip to the Super Bowl. We are also hoping the
Phillies will make another run for the World Series. We absolutely love cheering for our home teams. Our
pep rallies are always filled with lots of energy and enthusiasm! Next, we will enjoy tasting some flavors of
fall when we prepare our own applesauce using a variety of apples. Furthermore, just in time for our
Oktoberfest celebration, we will be twisting and baking our own soft pretzels. Later in October, we will be
taking a field trip to Wilcox Farms, located outside of Boyertown, where we will enjoy a hayride, corn maze,
and pumpkin picking. It is always a lot of fun watching each child search for just the right pumpkin.
Interestingly, we are thrilled to be growing our own pumpkins in a small garden in our playground. It has
been a wonderful science lesson as we’ve watched them grow from orange blossoms to round pumpkins.

Lastly, we are anxious for Halloween to arrive. Everyone always has a good time dressing up, parading and
partying. It is going to be a fantastic fall!

We would like to offer special thanks to the following JELC members:
Gene and Pat Miesse for donating yummy snacks for the children.
Tony Damiani for performing a variety of needed repairs in day care.
We are grateful for their faithful help and support!

Help Wanted
Jerusalem Lutheran Day Care is looking for a teacher for our Pre-K class of delightful 4-year-olds. A degree
in Early Childhood Education, Elementary Education, or Special Education is required. Hours for the
position are from 6:30 am until 2:30 pm, Monday through Friday. For more information, please call the
JLNS&DC office at 610-287-6360.
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS —SEPTEMBER 12, 2023

This meeting was called by Andy Englehart. Meeting attendees were Norma Groski, Becky Dice, Caesar
Gorski, Andy Englehart, Pastor Stan Steele, Janet Luyben, Renee Bartlett. Absences were Tony Damiani,
Robin Schlicter, Jen Wolk.

Special Topic - 2024 Budget Review and Council Approval
e Anticipate higher giving
Finance committee recommendation to approve the budget. Recommendation approved by council.

o Finance recommendation to determine how the kitchen could be used prior to undertaking any
renovations

o Worship and music recommendation that we secure Alan Morrison, organist, to play at 4:00PM
on Sunday, April 21, 2024 to celebrate the 50th anniversary of our organ, with a reception following.

o Funding will come from MAJC. < $4k. Fund has enough money.
o Church office to send out invitations to previous members. Pastor to pass request onto Glenda.

o Mutual Ministry recommends that all activities/events be approved by Council and then dates cleared
on the Church Calendar. We are not sure this is the case all the time.

o Events are approved through Council or Worship/Music.
o All events should be passed onto Glenda for being placed on the calendar.

Unfinished Business

e Identification of new council members

o Completion of new council member orientation
o What to do with old communion cups

New Business

o Motion by Caesar to register for 2024 ASP trip July 20-27.
Introduction of ASP Giving Tree, Nov 12th ASP breakfast at annual meeting, hosting spaghetti dinner on
Jan 12th, hoagie sale on Feb 11th, breakfast on March 17th, Taco lunch on May 5th.

o Information meeting on 10/8. Becky to let Glenda know to add into bulletin.
o Prepare for November annual congregational. Reports to Glenda by next council meeting on Oct 10th.

Finance Committee

FINANCE UPDATE — SEPTEMBER 2023
_The Finance Committee continues to monitor Jerusalem’s financial situation and giving as reflected in our
monthly reports.
Current Income for the month of August was $14,790 and Current Expenses were $21,964 which was a
shortfall of $7,174.
Current Income for the year to date was $145,205 and Current Expenses were $206,107
for a shortfall of $60,902.
Total Income for the month of August was $15,364 and Total Expenses were $23,964 for a shortfall of $8,600.
Total Income for the year to date was $165,212 and Total Expenses were $268,569 for a shortfall of $103,357.
Attendance for the month of August was 225, an increase of 59 over August 2022. Year to date attendance
was 3,033, an increase of 878 from the total of 2,155 in 2022.
We have liquidated $34,000 from the Foundation Fund, with more anticipated, and $43,000 from the Building
Fund. It is important to note that the more that is liquidated from the reserve accounts, the less income that
these reserves will generate!

Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has
received. 1 Peter 4:10

Please give prayerful consideration to how you may be able to serve the Lord at Jerusalem, whether it be
financially or with your time and talents!

Thank You.
The Finance Committee



TREASURER EXPENSE REPORT AUGUST 2023

August-23 YTD 2023 BUYI-DrgET YTD 2022 YTD 2021
Total Current Expenses $21,964 $206,107 $215,336 $194,313 $168,501
Benevolence Expenses $0 $0 $14,016 $0 $11,336
Capital Expenses $2,000 $62,462 $0 $9,575 $2,559
Total Expenses $23,964 $268,569 $229,352 $203,388 $182,396
Expenses for non-budgeted programs YTD through 8/31//23 were as follows:
Food Pantry Online Offering

World Hunger
Lutheran World Relief

ASP
MAJC

Memorials $0
Puppet Ministry

World Vision

Flowers

Ensminger Scholarship

Confirmation

Puppet Ministry

$5,093

Local Benevolence $360
Disaster Response $0
Total for non-budgeted programs $5,453

If you would like to place your
offerings online we now have the
option of a QR code which will
direct you to our online offering
page via our JELC website. Please
scan the attached QR code for
online giving or to set-up automatic
recurring payments if
desired.

MONTHLY ATTENDANCE COMPARISONS
2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 [2022 SUM| 2023 SUM
January 403 469 99 244 342 244 342
February 461 509 40 315 412 454 754
March 546 0 118 312 280 766 1034
April 871 0 280 488 659 1254 1913
May 357 0 251 250 289 1504 2202
June 405 0 147 268 328 1772 2530
July 368 56 145 217 278 1989 2808
August 305 126 215 166 225 2155 3033
September 493 101 257 245 1797
October 423 110 258 260 2070
November 455 117 257 274 2344
December 924 UNKNOWN 392 451 2795
Yearly Totals: 6011 1488 2459 2795 2795
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FINANCIAL SECRETARY REPORT AUGUST 2023

YTD

Aug-23 YTD BUDGET YTD 2022 YTD 2021
Current Giving $12,388 $110,292 $133,333 $108,224 $98,033
Other Current Income $2,402 $34,913 $32,167 $26,827 $29,915
Total Current Income $14,790 $145,205 $165,500 $135,051 $127,948
Benevolence Giving $357 $2,756 $2,000 $668 $887
Other Benevolence $0 $15,158 $17,333 $19,899 $13,854
Total Benevolence Income $357 $17,914 $19,333 $20,567 $14,741
Building Income $217 $2,093 $667 $2,328 $2,766
Bequest Building $4,667
Total Building Income $217 $2,093 $5,334 $2,328 $2,766
Total Income $15,364 $165,212 $190,167 $157,946 $145,455

e Income for non-budgeted programs YTD through 8/31/23 was as follows

Music Ministry

ASP $4,779 Financial Secretary's Report
Food Pantry 8/31/2023
MAJC $390
Puppets $0 .
Ensminger Scholarship $390 Budgeted Current Offering,
Bequest Foundation Fund $7,500 Year-to-Date: $ 133,333
Bequest Benevolence Fund $7,500
VBS Actual Current Offering,
World Hunger $300 Year-to-Date: $ 110,292
Memorials $1,680
Staff Appreciation $ (23,041)
TOTAL __ $22,539
ACTUAL MONTHLY CURRENT OFFERING
2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2022 SUM | 2023 SUM
January 12,726 13,124 10,921 12,881 14,002 12,881 14,002
February 11,939 14,430 9,359 13,971 12,501 26,853 26,503
March 15,819 12,223 11,912 15,093 14,326 41,945 40,829
April 16,724 11,495 15,454 16,568 19,359 58,513 60,188
May 11,919 9,246 12,924 12,494 10,124 71,007 70,312
June 15,474 14,104 13,644 11,978 14,082 82,985 84,394
July 11,745 17,264 8,727 13,476 13,510 96,461 97,904
August 11,299 13,541 15,092 11,763 12,388 108,224 110,292
September 16,013 13,190 18,064 11,541 119,765
October 14,806 14,187 12,691 11,641 131,406
November 16,084 14,624 17,268 17,179 148,585
December 33,711 28,383 34,085 31,729 180,314
Yearly Totals: 187,808 175,811 180,141 180,314 180,314
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October Worship Volunteers

v =
ERNE

DATE October 1 October 8 October 15 October 22 October 29
JLNSDC Recognition Healing Service Reformation Sunday
8:30 AM 11:00 AM 8:30 AM 11:00 AM 8:30 AM 11:00 AM 8:30 AM 11:00 AM 8:30 AM 11:00 AM
Paul Paul . Tricia Paul Paul
Ushers Ensminger Linda & Ensminger Matthew . Hawks & Ensminger O:mm N Ensminger | Volunteers
. Wolk & Janet . Gina
& Joan Mike Kehs & Joan TBD Luvben Robin & Joan Wevaand & Joan Needed
Connolly Connolly y Schlichter Connolly yo Connolly
m._mmmmm:”: John . Fred
8:30 AM Fry & N/A John N/A Tim N/A Poust Fred
Tech N/A Renee Fry Arnold & N/A Poust
Team Bartlett Glenda
11:00 AM Ortiz
Acolytes Brianna Chris Allie &
Minkon Abby Logan Rittich & Dylan Meaan Garvey Abby Allie Peyton
King Dice Nico Dice —A%_ Wolk King Kulp Schaffer
Didomenico P
Counters Tony & Bruce & Sue Fulmer Linda Kehs Tim & Nancy Arnold Jack Bowman &

Anna Marie Damiani

Diane Martin

Mary Jane Kehs
Ardie Musselman

Babs deFrenes

Altar Guild: Tricia Hawks & Louise Hunsicker

Banners: Louise Hunsicker, Carol & John Souder

Please note:

"If anyone is interested in ushering during please contact the church office at: 610-287-7104 or

email: secretary@jelc.org. If you have never ushered before but would like to try it, training can be provided.
It is a great way to help out with the church service."
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October 2023

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
SUNDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8:30 AM In-person worship 6-7:00 PM Yoga (YC) | 6:30 PM Praising Hands & | 1:00 PM Worship & Music 6:30 PM Steepleringers 7:00 AM AA
service with live streaming 7:00 PM JLNSDC Mustard Seed Puppeteers Committee Meeting (OP) Meeting (YC)
9:45 AM Christian Education ; h Rehearsal . . 10:00 AM
Adult Sunday School (SH) Board Meeting (SH) 6:30 PM Chancel Choir Blessing of Animals
11 AM worship service 7:30 PM Finance Virtual 7:30 PM Adoration 5:30-8:30 PM
. Committee Mtg . : Fall Fest at
Paraments: GREEN E 8:00 PM AA Meeting (YC) Olszanowski Earm
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
8:30 AM In-person worship 6-7:00 PM Yoga (YC) | 7:00 PM Council Meeting . . 6:30 PM Steepleringers 7:00 AM AA
service with live streaming (SH) 6:30 PM Chancel Choir Meeting (YC)
9:45 AM Christian Education 7:30 PM Adoration
Adult Sunday School (SH) . ;
11 AM worship service 8:00 PM AA Meeting (YC)
Paraments: GREEN
15 Healing Service 16 17 18 19 20 21
8:30 AM In-person worship 6-7:00 PM Yoga (YC) | 6:30 PM Praising Hands & 6:30 PM Chancel Choir 9:30 AM Care Team 7:00 AM AA
service with live streaming Mustard Seed Puppeteers ) Meeting (YC) Meeting (YC)
9:45 AM Christian Education Rehearsal 7:30 PM Adoration
Adult Sunday School (SH) 8:00 PM AA Meetin 6:30 PM Steepleringers
11 AM worship service Celebration in Social Hall
Paraments: GREEN
November Good News Deadline
22 23 24 25 26 Halloween 27 28
6-7:00 PM Yoga (YC) 6:30 PM Chancel Choir Parade 7:00 AM AA

8:30 AM In-person worship
service with live streaming
9:45 AM Christian Education
Adult Sunday School (SH)
11 AM worship service

Paraments: GREEN

7:30 PM Adoration
8:00 PM AA Meeting (YC)

Meeting (YC)

29 Reformation Sunday
8:30 AM In-person worship
service with live streaming
9:45 AM Christian Education

Adult Sunday School (SH)
11 AM worship service

Paraments: RED

30
6-7:00 PM Yoga (YC)

31 Halloween
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PASTGRS

Church Council Members for 2023 SCHEDULE
Tony Damiani President
Andy Englehart Vice President Office Hours for Pastor Stan
_ Secretary Monday- Day Off
Caesar Gorski, Jr. Treasurer Tuesday- 10am till 3pm
Renee Bartlett Financial Secretary Wednesday - 10am till 3pm

Thursday- 10 am till 3 pm
Friday will remain flexible

Becky Dice Pastor may be out of the office for visits or
Norma Grosick meetings. You are always invited to call his
Janet Luyben cell as well.
Robin Schlichter _ .
Jennifer Wolk e o H .

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

8:30 AM Traditional Service with live streaming

9:45 AM Sunday School
Confirmation
Adult Sunday School

11:00 AM Contemporary Service with
live streaming

The People of Jerusalem Congregation, Ministers
Reverend Stanley Steele, Pastor

J erusalem David A. Crist, Director of Music  Glenda Ortiz, Secretary

evangelical lutheran church 311 Second Street Schwenksville, PA 19473
Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM  Phone: 610-287-7104
Email - secretary@jelc.org Website: www.jelc.org Facebook: facebook.com/jelcville/

Pastor Stan’s Cell Phone: 240-707-1969 Email: gstan.steele@gmail.com or pastorstan@jelc.org

David Crist: 610 489-3320 Email: dalcrist@protonmail.com
Jerusalem Lutheran Nursery School and Day Care 610-287-6360
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