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Mission Statement  

SOW: The Gospel of Jesus the Christ  to all  generations 

GROW: His followers into spiritually mature disciples     

GO: Back into the world to serve others in His name     

August 2023 

 

Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Volume 61 Issue Number 8 

Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church  
311 Second Street  
Schwenksville, PA 19473   
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Good News Deadline  
GOOD NEWS DEADLINE For the SEPTEMBER Edition is  

Sunday, August 20th, 2023 
 

Please send all submissions to secretary@jelc.org or drop off at  
the Church office. 

 Tuesday, August 1st - 7:30 PM: Finance Vir tual Meeting  

 Wednesday, August 2nd - 1:00 PM: Worship & Music Meeting (OP) 

 Monday, August 7th - 7:00 PM: JLNSDC Board meeting (YC) 

 Tuesday, August 8th - 1:00 PM: JLNSDC Anniversary Planning Committee (YC) 

 Tuesday, August 8th - 7:00 PM: Council Meeting  

 Tuesday, August 15th - 5:00 PM-7:30 PM: Perkiomen Valley Library End of Summer Party 

 Thursday, August 17th - 9:30 AM: Care Team Meeting (YC) 

 Friday, August 25th - 7:00 PM: Youth Sleep & Splash Gathering  

 Saturday, August 26th - 12:00 PM: Youth Pool Party at Markley’s residence 

 Sunday, August 27th - 10:00 PM: Outdoor Worship Service & Picnic at Upper Salford Park  

Looking Ahead  

Sunday, August 27th 
at 10:00 AM  

  

Upper Salford Park in 
Schwenksville 

 

Worship service will be at 
10:00 AM  followed by 

lunch. Games and  
activities for kids will be 

available.  
 

Please join us during this fun time of fellowship.  
Please see bulletin board on Narthex for sign-up 
sheet or contact the church office to be added to the 

list.  
 

 

                                          Youth Group Splash Party  
    

  Pool Party: Saturday, August 26th from 12 PM - 3 PM  at Markley’s residence. 
We will walk from church to Markley’s house down the street.  
                        Please bring dessert or snack to share!  
                               Light lunch will be provided.  
 

    Please Look for sign-up link in email or sign-up sheet on  
                                      Bulletin Board!!! 

 

                                   We need adult volunteers to ensure safety! If willing and able please                
                                                               reach out to the church office.  

 

PERKIOMEN VALLEY LIBRARY  
AT SCHWENKSVILLE 

http://www.pvlibrary.net/
http://www.pvlibrary.net/
http://www.pvlibrary.net/
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Mark your Calendars   

 

   Youth Group Fall Fest 
 

 

Where: Olszanowski Farm  
             315 Pughtown Rd, Spring City, PA  19473 
 

When:  Saturday, October 7th, 2023 
 

Time: 5:30 PM -8:30 PM   $17 per person 
 

Activities include hayride, corn maze and fire ring.  
Hot dogs, marshmallows, and snacks supplies are welcomed for the fire ring! 

 

        For more information contact Norma Grosick at : 610-487-5673  

Mark your calendars!!!!  
Schwenksville Community Day  

Saturday, September 23, 2023 

10 AM – 2 PM 

Meadow Park, 300 Main St 

Volunteers needed to help tend table and tent with  

giveaways. Please contact the church  

 office to participate.  

Two Services and Sunday School Resume September 10th!!! 
 

On September 10th, JELC will kick off the fall falling back into our  
                                     regular worship routine and schedule:  

 
8:30 AM Traditional Service with live streaming  

9:45 AM Sunday School - Rally Day  
 11:00 AM Contemporary Service 

 

We will hold Rally Day during the Sunday School hour on September 10th in the  
Social Hall. We will have games, crafts and snacks as we get ready to kick  

start a new Sunday School year.  

Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Nursery School & Day Care 

 

Saturday, September 30th  
in the Social Hall  

1pm-4pm  
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Pastoral Musings… 
 
Each month I write some thoughts to share with you. I have to admit it is not always easy. It is my belief that if 
I share thoughts with you then they need to be meaningful and worth the time it takes you to read them. So I 
struggle sometimes with what to write which is the case this month. Maybe it is because it’s summer and deep 
thinking comes more slowly. So what can I write that will open up some new thought or insight into faith and 
life? Should I tell you about my exploding watermelon or my missing heart (already preached on this) or about 
the pace of summer and how quickly it seems to pass? Well, I have decided to reflect on this passage from 
Romans: 
 
22 For we know that all creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present 
time. 23 And we believers also groan, even though we have the Holy Spirit within us as a foretaste of future 
glory, for we long for our bodies to be released from sin and suffering. We, too, wait with eager hope for the 
day when God will give us our full rights as his adopted children,[a] including the new bodies he has promised 
us. 24 We were given this hope when we were saved. (If we already have something, we don’t need to hope[b] for 
it. Romans 8:22-24 
 
I often hear folks speak of their concerns for the plight of the world today. We read or listen to the news so of 
course we worry for so much seems to be going badly. It seems worse today than in the past. Yet, I believe the 
world has always seemed to be going badly it’s more noticeable today because we hear of news from every 
corner of our nation and world instantly with no delay. We are overwhelmed with all that we hear, one disaster 
after another, climate change causing unbelievable high temperatures, war, starvation, crime, and all the rest 
you can imagine. So yes all creation including us groan from all that threatens us and our love ones. Even we 
who believe in the Holy Spirit’s presence and the promise of Jesus to be with us always become overwhelmed 
at times. As St. Paul wrote, “We, too, wait with eager hope for the day when God will give us our full rights as 
his adopted children…We were given this hope when we were saved. If we already have something we don’t 
need to hope.” Vs 23-24. He acknowledges our worries but also assures us with the reminder that we are saved 
and given hope even in the face of all that is happening in the world. 
 
It is difficult to accept how the world has changed and is changing. There are parts of this change we do not 
like or understand. Yet, we are children of God who wait in eager hope for understanding and assurance of 
God’s presence and strength. Jesus promised us that He would send the Holy Spirit to be with us in our times 
of uncertainness. So with the disciples/believers of old let us too hold on with eager hope to the promise of the 
Holy Spirit comforting us and encouraging us even in what we consider uncertain and dangerous times. We 
have each other to lean on and we have the certain love of God in Jesus to lift our own spirit. We are saved and 
given hope in our Baptism so we can face all that is happening in the world and in our lives. Acknowledge this 
Hope and let this Spirit fill you and give you courage. 
 
 
 
Blessings of Hope, 
 
Pastor Stan 

  
 
 
 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%208%3A22-24&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28101a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%208%3A22-24&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28102b
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Mutual Ministry  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR VOLUNTEERS 
To Keep Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church in Compliance with 

CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES LAW (CPSL) 
23 Pa.C.S. Section 6344.2 

 
Go to www.keepkidssafe.pa.gov 
 
Cursor down to the box and check “Clearances” 
 
Cursor down and see: 
 

 Pennsylvania Child Abuse History Clearance 

 Pennsylvania State Police Criminal History Clearance 

 Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI) Criminal History Clearance  (required for all employees and 
some volunteers) 

 
Everyone needs the Child Abuse and Criminal History clearances.  Click on each one and follow directions.  
The FBI clearance is required for anyone who has not lived in Pennsylvania for the last 10 years. 
 
You may receive a confirmation after completing the two clearances. These are not the official results.  You 
will receive your clearance by mail to your home.  It is your responsibility to keep the clearance for your 
own records and give a copy to Mutual Ministry (either  give to a member  of the Committee or  put in 
a sealed envelope in the Mutual Ministry mailbox in the Cloister.   Child abuse information is confidential 
and may not be released to other individuals.  Therefore, MM will keep clearances in a locked file.  It is 
important that your keep your copy in case it is needed for other purposes.   
 
For those who prefer to use a paper submission or who do not have access to a computer and internet, 
contact Marcia Ehrhart @ marciaehrhart4@gmail.com or 610-287-7176. 
 
Clearances are good for five years, and you can apply for a new (free) clearance 3 months prior to the five-
year anniversary of your clearances. 
   
Additionally, each Volunteer must sign and have witnessed the DISCLOSURE STATEMENT  
APPLICATION FOR VOLUNTEERS which is also required by the CPSL.  Copies of this document will 
be placed in the Narthex.   
 
Please make sure this document is printed on both sides of one page, not two pages. 

A new Sunday School year will begin soon.  Anyone who plans to volunteer in any activities that include 
being with children under 18 must have background clearances.  This is the law in the State of  
Pennsylvania.  Clearances should be put in a sealed envelope in the Mutual Ministry mailbox in the 
Cloister or given to Marcia Ehrhart.  

http://www.keepkidssafe.pa.gov
https://www.dhs.pa.gov/KeepKidsSafe/Clearances/Pages/PA-Child-Abuse-History-Clearance.aspx
https://www.dhs.pa.gov/KeepKidsSafe/Clearances/Pages/Criminal-Background-Check.aspx
https://www.dhs.pa.gov/KeepKidsSafe/Clearances/Pages/FBI-Fingerprinting.aspx
mailto:marciaehrhart4@gmail.com
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August promises to be a busy month at Jerusalem Lutheran Day Care. It will be a time for 
transitions as we wrap up summer camp and begin a new school year. We will be saying hello 
to several new friends who will be joining us and goodbye to some old friends who will be 

leaving us for elementary school or middle school. We will be wishing our old friends happiness as they 
begin new chapters in their lives. We hope they will stop by to visit us from time to time. Goodbyes are 
always much harder than hellos! 
 

Before summer camp comes to an end, we will be “on the go” as we travel to LEGOLAND for an afternoon 
of fun and excitement as we experience all things Lego! In addition, we are looking forward to a field trip to 
the John James Audubon Center where we will explore a new hands-on discovery museum and play area.  
We’ve had a great summer filled with many wonderful activities and experiences. It is safe to say, JLDC 
Summer Camp 2023 has been a huge success! 
 

Reminder: Jerusalem Lutheran Nursery School is currently enrolling students for the 2023-2024 school year. 
Classes are available for children ages, three, four and five years old. For more information, please call the 
JLNS&DC office at 610-287-6360. 
 

Special thanks to the following JELC members: 
Diane Martin for donating a picnic table for our toddler playground. 
Paul Ensminger for installing the air conditioner in the JLNS&DC office. Paul also helped Tim Arnold bring 
our outdoor furniture out of storage for the summer. We are grateful their kindness and support! 

 

JERUSALEM LUTHERAN NURSERY SCHOOL AND DAY CARE CENTER 

        Deck Repairs on Church Office  
 
Demolition and replacement began on 
July 5th. Entire deck was removed and 
replaced with new materials. There’s 
still a few finishing touches that need 
to be made but over all, it looks very 
elegant.  
 
Fell free to stop by the church office 
and check it out for yourself whenever 
you are around the church grounds!  

 A very special heartfelt thank you to Paul Ensminger for putting up the 
AC window units in the church office. It was one hot summer day and 
bringing those units up the basement steps was no easy task.  
Thank you for your generosity and helpfulness.  
 
In addition, a special thank you to Tim Arnold for putting up and taking 
down the VBS banner that was hanging by the Youth Center.  
Thank you for always be willing to cheerfully lend a helping hand.  
 
Glenda Ortiz 
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                                   AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

01 Lea Ziegler Mosellie  
02 Ed Eccker  
03 Ben Blanchard, Michael Brown  
04 Tim Connolly, Laura Sheets Shearer,  
     Joanne Soeder  
05 Mary Balla, Sylvia Kohler, 
07 Christopher Balch, Andrew DeVarney,  
     Drew Hartenbauer, Ava Hawks,  
08 Jerry Moser, Paul Ensminger 
11 Joseph Eccker  
13 David Hunsicker  

Please remember our Sunshine Friends with some  cards, wishes and prayers!               
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

CARE TEAM 
Sunshine Friends Birthdays: Ed Witte: August 12th & Lyman Lundeen: August 15th  

    Our next meeting will be on August 17th at 9:30 AM in the Youth Center. 

Ida Lance  
Greenfield Senior Living   
300 Perkiomen Ave.   
Schwenksville, PA 19473    
 

Lyman Lundeen   
Providence Place  
Senior Living   
4000 Ridge Pike  Room 120  
Collegeville, PA  19426 
 

Jeanette Frey 
2849 Big Rd.  Apt. 1116  
Zieglerville, PA  19492  

Helen Wells  
Manatawny Manor,  
Room 203-B  
Old Schuylkill Road  
Route 724  
Pottstown, PA 19465 
 
Janice & Ed Witte 
Amity Place, Apt 423  
139 Old Swede Road  
Douglassville, PA 19518 

Dear JELC Congregation:  
 Please consider signing up for mowing. It is big job, and it is suggested that you partner up with another 
volunteer to lighten the job. Volunteers can sign up for one or more weeks during the mowing season.   
There are two hand mowers and one riding mower stored in or next to the basement of the office building.  
Please contact the church office for access to the equipment. The donated riding mower is used primarily to 
mow the bottom lot (Second and Centennial) and the lawn near the office basement door.  There also is fuel, 
a weed whacker and a backpack blower available for finishing work.  Please contact me or Paul Ensminger 
to schedule volunteer dates or with any questions about operating the equipment.  
 

Thanks in advance for your assistance. 
 
The Green team  

Jean Fulmer  
20 Church Road  
Schwenksville, PA 19473 
 

Dorie Rahm 
815 Maplewood Drive  APT 261 
Harleysville, PA 19438 

15 Lyman Lundeen 
16 Addison Hawks  
19 Joan Connolly 
20 Ashley Kistler, Danielle Wisniewski  
21 Chas Weygand  
25 Mary Jane Kehs  
26 Keith Tarbet  
28 Mike Petriello  
29 Jill Stunkard, Gina Weygand  
31 Anthony Fallon 



 

8 

Finance Committee 
FINANCE UPDATE –JULY 2023 

 

The Finance Committee continues to monitor Jerusalem’s financial situation and giving as reflected in our 
monthly reports.   
 

Current Income for the month of June was $15,643 and Current Expenses were $32,338  
which was a shortfall of $16,695. 
 

Current Income for the year to date was $112,532 and Current Expenses were $161,012  
for a shortfall of $48,480. 
 

Total Income for the month of June was $16,356 and Total Expenses were $41,605 for a shortfall of $25,249. 
 

Total Income for the year to date was $116,613 and Total Expenses were $201,641 for a shortfall of $85,028. 
 

Attendance for the month of June, was 328, an increase of 60 over June 2022.  Year to date attendance was 
2,530, an increase of 758 from the total of 1,772 in 2022.  
 

We are continuing to withdraw funds from the Foundation Fund in order to cover this shortfall.  
 

Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever  
gift each of you has received.   1 Peter 4:10 

 

Please give prayerful consideration to how you may be able to serve the Lord at Jerusalem, whether it be 
financially or with your time and talents! 
 

Thank You. 
The Finance Committee 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS –JULY 11, 2023 
 

In attendance: Tony Damiani, Pastor Stan, Caesar Gorski, Renee Bartlett, Janet Luyben, Jen Wolk,  
Robin Schlichter, Becky Dice,  Andy Englehart (virtual)  Absent: Norma Grosick 
 

 Souders: recognition for running/organizing the Ensminger Scholarship. September is being 
considered, will readdress at August meeting.  

 Over night youth event Aug. 25-26 with a pool party at John Markley. 3 adult chaperones will be 
needed.  

       Pastor made a motion, Caesar 2nd.  

 Volunteers needed for Sept 23rd Schwenksville Community Day. Becky Dice, Robin Schlichter,  
      Andy Englehart, and Pastor have already volunteered, Pastor will ask for additional people at services. 

 Financial Secretary:  
  Status of Monthly Bulletin Update on finances  

Starting July 16th and then the Sunday after the finance meeting. 
Pastor to present recommendations for raising income. 

 Unfinished Business (Items to be discussed if not covered in committee repor ts) 
 Pastor – Status on orienting Norma and Jennifer status.  Second follow up. 
 Pastor – Status on meeting with M. DiDominico, C. Freer, and Souders to coordinate the transfer of  
 Ensminger Scholarship management. 
 Council members needed.  Any new recommendations? –  
             nominating committee for new council members.  

Norma – Update on donating remaining communion cups. Tabled until next meeting 
 

General discussion on documents being uploaded to the google drive. Suggested that Glenda upload all the 
documents to the google drive. 
              

 New Business: (Items to be discussed if not covered in committee repor ts) 
 Work on 2024 Budget 
 
                                   Next Scheduled Regular Council Meeting August 8, 2023, 7:00  
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TREASURER EXPENSE REPORT JUNE 2023 

Expenses for non-budgeted programs YTD through 6/30//23 were as follows:  

YTD   
               Jun-23 YTD 2023    BUDGET        YTD 2022             YTD 2021 

Online Offering  
If you would like to place your 
offerings online we now have the 
option of a QR code which will 
direct you to our online offering 
page via our JELC website. Please 
scan the attached QR code for 
online giving or to set-
up automatic recurring 
payments if desired.  

Food Pantry 
World Hunger 
Lutheran World Relief 

  

ASP 
MAJC 

$3,286 

Memorials 
Puppet Ministry 
World Vision 
Flowers 
Ensminger Scholarship 
Confirmation 
Puppet Ministry 

$0 

Local Benevolence $360 
Disaster Response $0 
Total for non-budgeted programs $3,646 

            

Total Current Expenses $32,338 $161,012 $161,502 $153,888 $118,321 

            

Benevolence Expenses $0 $0 $10,152 $0 $8,502 

            

Capital Expenses $9,267 $40,629 $0 $6,725 $2,559 

            

Total Expenses $41,605 $201,641 $171,654 $160,613 $129,382 

                                             MONTHLY ATTENDANCE COMPARISONS               

  2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2022 SUM 2023 SUM 

January 403 469 99 244 342 244 342 

February  461 509 40 315 412 454 754 

March 546 0 118 312 280 766 1034 

April 871 0 280 488 659 1254 1913 

May 357 0 251 250 289 1504 2202 

June 405 0 147 268 328 1772 2530 

July 368 56 145 217   1989   

August 305 126 215 166   2155   

September 493 101 257 245   1797   

October 423 110 258 260   2070   

November 455 117 257 274   2344   

December 924 UNKNOWN 392 451   2795   

Yearly Totals: 6011 1488 2459 2795   2795   
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●   Income for non-budgeted programs YTD through 6/30/23 was as follows 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY REPORT JUNE 2023 

Financial Secretary's Report 

4/30/2023 

    

Budgeted Current Offering, 

Year-to-Date:  $      100,000 

    

Actual Current Offering,  

Year-to-Date:  $      84,394 

    

   $      (15, 606) 

                                                            ACTUAL MONTHLY CURRENT OFFERING     

  2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2022 SUM 2023 SUM 

January 12,726 13,124 10,921 12,881 14,002 12,881 14,002 

February 11,939 14,430 9,359 13,971 12,501 26,853 26,503 

March 15,819 12,223 11,912 15,093 14,326 41,945 40,829 

April 16,724 11,495 15,454 16,568 19,359 58,513 60,188 

May 11,919 9,246 12,924 12,494 10,124 71,007 70,312 

June 15,474 14,104 13,644 11,978 14,082 82,985 84,394 

July 11,745 17,264 8,727 13,476   96,461   

August 11,299 13,541 15,092 11,763   108,224   

September 16,013 13,190 18,064 11,541   119,765   

October 14,806 14,187 12,691 11,641   131,406   

November 16,084 14,624 17,268 17,179   148,585   

December 33,711 28,383 34,085 31,729   180,314   

Yearly Totals: 187,808 175,811 180,141 180,314   180,314   

Music Ministry    

ASP    $2,609 

Food Pantry    

MAJC    $310 

Puppets    $0 

Ensminger Scholarship  $340 

Bequest Foundation Fund  $7,500 

Bequest Benevolence Fund  $7,500 

VBS     

World Hunger   $300 

Memorials    $1,360 

Staff Appreciation    

TOTAL    $19,919 

     Jun-23 YTD YTD    YTD  2022 YTD  2021 

Current Giving   $14,082 $84,394 $100,000 $71,007 $60,570 

Other Current Income   $1,561 $28,138 $24,125 $19,437 $21,281 

Total Current Income   $15,643 $112,532 $124,125 $90,444 $81,851 

Benevolence Giving   $380 $1,989 $1,500 $390 $577 

                

$0 $619 $13,000 $7,814 $0 Other Benevolence      

              

Total Benevolence Income $380 $2,608 $14,500 $8,204 $577 

                

Building Income   $333 $1,473 $500 $1,353 $1,883 

Bequest Building       $3,500     

Total Building Income   $333 $1,473 $4,000 $1,353 $1,883 

Total Income   $16,356 $116,613 $142,625 $100,001 $84,311 
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     The People of Jerusalem Congregation, Ministers 
                    Reverend Stanley Steele, Pastor 

 

     David A. Crist, Director of Music     Glenda Ortiz, Secretary 
 

       311 Second Street Schwenksville, PA  19473 
    Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM    Phone: 610-287-7104      

       Email - secretary@jelc.org  Website: www.jelc.org   Facebook: facebook.com/jelcville/ 
 

Pastor Stan’s Cell Phone: 240-707-1969     Email: gstan.steele@gmail.com or pastorstan@jelc.org  

 David Crist: 610 489-3320    Email: da1crist@protonmail.com 
    Jerusalem Lutheran Nursery School and Day Care 610-287-6360 

 

Church Council Members for 2023 

Tony Damiani  President  
Andy Englehart  Vice President 
    Secretary 
Caesar Gorski, Jr.   Treasurer 
Renee Bartlett              Financial Secretary  
 

 

Becky Dice 

Norma Grosick 

Janet Luyben 

Robin Schlichter 

Jennifer Wolk  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 
Starting May 28th till Labor Day  

One single service at 9:30 AM  
with live stream.  

 
No Christian Education Classes during the  

summer season.  

     
 
 
 
     Office Hours for Pastor Stan 
 

Monday- Day Off 
Tuesday- 10am till 3pm 

Wednesday - 10am till 3pm 
Thursday- 10 am till 3 pm  
Friday will remain flexible   

 
Pastor may be out of the office for visits or 
meetings. You are always invited to call his 

cell as well.  


