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Mission Statement  

SOW: The Gospel of Jesus the Christ  to all  generations 

GROW: His followers into spiritually mature disciples     

GO: Back into the world to serve others in His name     

July 2023 

 

Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Volume 61 Issue Number 7 

Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church  
311 Second Street  
Schwenksville, PA 19473   
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Good News Deadline  
 

GOOD NEWS DEADLINE For the AUGUST Edition is Sunday, July 16, 2023 
 

Please send all submissions to secretary@jelc.org or drop off at  
the Church office. 

 Tuesday, July 4th: Independence Day (Daycare and church office closed)  

 Thursday, July 6th:7;30 PM - Finance Committee Virtual Meeting  

 Monday, July 10th - 7:00 PM: JLNSDC Board Meeting (SH) 

 Tuesday, July 11th - 1:00 PM: JLNSDC Anniversary Planning Committee (YC) 

 Tuesday, July 11th - 7:00 PM: Council Meeting (SH) 

 Sunday, July 16th -  ASP Commissioning Service  

 Thursday, July 20th - 9:30 AM: Care Team Meeting (YC) 

 Friday, July 21st - 6:30 PM-8:30 PM: Waltz Golf Farm Family Day  

 Saturday, July 22nd: ASP Trip Departure  

 Saturday, July 29th: ASP Trip Arrival  

 Sunday, July 30th: ASP Recognition  

Looking Ahead  

        FRIDAY JULY 21ST,  6:30 PM -8:30 PM 
      WALTZ GOLF FARM ~ FAMILY FUN DAY 

 

                                         

Come out and enjoy an evening of fun, friends &  fellowship 
──── 

Farm Mini Golf  $8 per person 
Castle Mini Golf  $9 per person 

Waltz Golf Farm  
303 West Ridge Pike Limerick, PA 19468 

To sign-up please visit our website at jelc.org or  Sign-up Genius link shared by 
email, or by contacting the church office at 610-287-7104 

  
 
 

 

 
 Calling all High School youth ages 14 and over! There is still 

time to join us on ASP!! Perfect opportunity to get your 
graduation project in one week. Learn to lay a floor, do siding, build a deck, serve and help others in need, 

share God’s love, and have fun. Contact Norma Grosick at 610-487-5673 for more information.  

 

ASP Trip to Tennessee 
~ July 22nd-29th ~   

 

~ Sunday July 16th - 9:30 AM ~ 
Blessing and Commissioning  

 

~ Sunday, July 30th - 9:30 AM ~ 
ASP Recognition Sunday & Reception 

The ASP mission trip is planned for July 22nd-29th.  
We have a crew that has been working very hard and  

waiting excitedly for this trip.   
 

This year’s ASP participants are:  
Norma Grosick, Robin Schlichter, Karen, Kate &  

Sam Vossen, Dylan & Logan Dice,  and Caesar Gorski.  
 

Please keep our participants, their families, and the families 
they will be serving in your prayers throughout their journey.  
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Pastoral Musings… 
 
As I look onto the balcony of the condo I rent, I see the flowers blooming in the potted flower 
pot I bought. A week ago there were no flowers only brown stems that look dead. You see I had 
not watered them in a while so they were drying up. I decided to see if I could bring them back 
so I watered them fairly heavily for several days and waited to see what would happen. Well, 
most of them came back to life and now have beautiful blooms. A few did die unfortunately 
and I have to remove them. As I marveled at how resilient the flowers were I also thought of 
how this was a metaphor for life. Let me explain. 
 
Life is challenging which you all know. At times it seems we are overcome by the challenges 
and the support we need isn’t there so our souls begin to wither along with our hope. Yet in my 
experience is that at those times I receive the love, guidance and presence I need to replenish 
myself and begin to live fully again. This does not always occur, but it happened more times 
than not. I receive water and nourishment that brings my soul to life again and to hope. How 
does this happen? Well, upon reflection I have recognized certain events that occur.  
 
One such event is that someone notices I am not myself and has the courage and faith to reach 
out and ask if everything is ok. And if I am strong enough and my ego allows I risk sharing 
with them that no things are not well. Just knowing they are willing to listen and reflect feels 
like a cup of cool water on a hot summer day. I also have realized that if I spend time with 
Jesus in prayer or meditation I discover a peace and strength come over me, another cup of cool 
water. When I attend worship and give myself to the experience of singing the hymns, listening 
to the spoken Word and prayers I feel renewed, another cup of cool water. I am sure you can 
add other examples of how you find sources to renew your spirit. I would love to hear your 
stories if you are willing to share. 
 
I also feel a source of strength and uplifting when I receive the Sacrament of Bread and Wine. 
To hear the words, ‘…given for you/shed for you’ reminds me that Jesus is with me in that 
moment and the moments that follow. We need nourishment for our souls to keep us strong and 
surrounded by faith.  Prayer, meditation, speaking with others, being in community, reading of 
the Word of God all replenish our hopes and spirit.  
 
Before I end I need to lift up Baptism. It was first here where we received the cool water of 
God’s promise to be with us always and to claim us as his daughter or son. The waters of that 
day poured out over our heads flow into us today. Martin Luther woke each morning and first 
made the sign of the cross to remind himself he was a child of God in his baptism. Not a bad 
way to start a day. 
 
Well, the flowers need watering so I need to go not only to water them but 
search for those around me who need a cool cup of support and presence. 
If you are one like these please call and let’s get together, I’ll bring the 
water! 
 
 
 
Pastor Stan 
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                                         JULY BIRTHDAYS 

 01 Rebecca Arnold, David Hawks,  
     Desiree Sidella, Caitlin Sutter,  
     Eric Waltimyer  
02 Christina Rhoads Benz  
03 Linda Kuiken  
04 Timothy Balch  
05 Jansen Brooks  
07 Sue Fulmer, Matthew Szczesny,  
     Beverly Yocum  
08 Macayla Brooks  
09 Kenneth Hamilton, Jr.    
13 Emily Hagner  
14 Corey Jackson 
15 Ian Jackson  

Sunday, August 27th at 10:00 AM   
Upper Salford Park in Schwenksville 

 

Worship service will be at 10:00 AM  followed by lunch. Games and  
activities for kids will be available.  

 

Please join us during this fun time of fellowship. Please see bulletin board 
on Narthex for sign-up sheet or contact the church office to be   

                          added to the list.  
 

 

Mark your Calendars   

 16 Marcia Ehrhart, Tori Stunkard  
17 Joseph Kohler  
18 Bob Schirk  
19 Kelly Bionda, Alyssa Evans 
20 Joshua Bartlett, Neal Hunsberger,  
     Betty Rowden 
21 Wayne Blanchard  
23 Elliott Dice, David Hawks, Jr.  
24 Dawn Brown, Alyssa Martin  
27 Emily Molitoris  
28 Sean DeVarney, Maddie Kuiken  
30 Andrew Martin  

 

   Youth Group Fall Fest 
 

 

Where: Olszanowski Farm  
             315 Pughtown Rd, Spring City, PA  19473 
 

When:  Saturday, October 7th, 2023 
 

Time: 5:30 PM -8:30 PM   $17 per person 
 

Activities include hayride, corn maze and fire ring.  
Hot dogs, marshmallows, and snacks supplies are welcomed for the fire ring! 

 

        For more information contact Norma Grosick at : 610-487-5673  

Praising Hands 
 

A very special thank you to our Praising Hands 
Ministry for their beautiful performance during 

the worship service on June 4th.  
from bottom row (left to right): Ryan Bullard,  

Issac Freer, Camryn Johnson, Ashley Petrucelli,  
Zoey Gosch, Emily Englehart, Ella Cusumano,  

Robin Schlichter, Adelina Freer,  
Adrianna Cusumano, Raegan Bullard,  

Addi Johnni & Norma Grosick.  
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Please remember our Sunshine Friends with some  cards, wishes and prayers!               
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
Norma Grosick and Robin Schlichter attended the Lay Communion Ministers Training on June 3rd.  

  All the tickets to Sight and Sound "Miracle of Christmas" performance on Dec. 12th have been purchased.  
   There is a waiting list.  Please contact Jack Bowman.  There is a possibility of purchasing more tickets.  

CARE TEAM 
Sunshine Friends Birthdays: Ed Witte: August 12th & Lyman Lundeen: August 15th  

    Our next meeting will be on July 20th at 9:30 AM in the Youth Center. 

Ida Lance  
Greenfield Senior Living   
300 Perkiomen Ave.   
Schwenksville, PA 19473    
 

Lyman Lundeen   
Providence Place  
Senior Living   
4000 Ridge Pike  Room 120  
Collegeville, PA  19426 
 

Jeanette Frey 
2849 Big Rd.  Apt. 1116  
Zieglerville, PA  19492  

Helen Wells  
Manatawny Manor,  
Room 203-B  
Old Schuylkill Road  
Route 724  
Pottstown, PA 19465 
 
Janice & Ed Witte 
Amity Place, Apt 423  
139 Old Swede Road  
Douglassville, PA 19518 

Dear JELC Congregation:  
 Please consider signing up for mowing. It is big job, and it is suggested that you partner up with another 
volunteer to lighten the job. Volunteers can sign up for one or more weeks during the mowing season.   
There are two hand mowers and one riding mower stored in or next to the basement of the office building.  
Please contact the church office for access to the equipment. The donated riding mower is used primarily to 
mow the bottom lot (Second and Centennial) and the lawn near the office basement door.  There also is fuel, 
a weed whacker and a backpack blower available for finishing work.  Please contact me or Paul Ensminger 
to schedule volunteer dates or with any questions about operating the equipment.  
 

Thanks in advance for your assistance. 
 
The Green team  

Jean Fulmer  
20 Church Road  
Schwenksville, PA 19473 
 

Dorie Rahm 
815 Maplewood Drive  APT 261 
Harleysville, PA 19438 

  Dear Jerusalem,  
    Words cannot express our deep appreciation for the 
food, flowers, visits, gifts of sentiment, and kind words 
during the loss of Brenda. Our hearts are sad from our 
great loss, but full knowing we have such loving and 
caring friends in our Jerusalem family. Your support has 
strengthened and comforted us.  
You’ve been a true blessing.  
 
Sharon Morgan Family      

        

Eric & Jennifer Jonassen             
Children: Seth, Megan,  
Jacob, & Claire     
101 Markley Rd 
Schwenksville, PA 19473 
 

Bob Lindberger                           
1023 Scenic View Drive 
Schwenksville, PA 19473 
 

Curt & Patricia Reiser                                     
Children: Dan & Madeline 
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  The Jerusalem Lutheran Summer Camp program is in full swing with around 
43 children in attendance. The children have been enjoying many fun and 
exciting projects and activities to date.  During the first week of camp, 

everyone had a great time tie dying tee shirts which we plan to wear on our field trips and 
nature walks throughout the summer. In addition, our taste buds have been tantalized as we 
made our own sno-cones, ice cream and cotton candy. Also, we can’t wait for our trip to the 
Live Steamers Train Park in Graterford. After a hiatus of several years, due to the pandemic 
and Hurricane Ida, we are looking forward to climbing aboard the little trains for a scenic ride along the 
banks of the Perkiomen Creek. Later in the summer, we will be welcoming Mr. Chuck the Trainman who 
will once again be bringing his layout of model trains to the social hall for the campers to enjoy. 
Furthermore, we will soon be busy getting ready for our annual 4th of July parade which will find us decked 
out in red, white, and blue marching up and down Second Street to the sounds of a medley of patriotic tunes. 

The parade will begin around 10 am. Spectators are always welcome and appreciated!   
 

Finally, we are happy to have Zaidy Ortiz helping us again this summer after completing her 
first year at Bloomsburg University.  In closing, summer camp is off to a great start and we are 
anxious to experience more fun and good times in July and August! 

 

JERUSALEM LUTHERAN NURSERY SCHOOL AND DAY CARE CENTER 

Dear Friends of the Daily Bread Community Food Pantry,  
 

We will be collecting school supplies and backpacks again this year for the children of our clients.  We 
have sincerely appreciated your on-going support of this important project.  We are in need of a great many 
supplies since last year we distributed back packs and school supplies to 303 children.  This year the items 
needed are listed below and the anticipated number of each supply required is also noted:  
 

78 Large Backpacks (distributed to 9th through 12th grade)  
85 Medium Backpacks (distributed to 5th through 8th grade)  
85 Small Backpacks (distributed to Kindergarten through 4th grade)  
30 Plastic pencil boxes (distributed to Kindergarten through 4th grade)  
53 Pencil cases for binders (distributed to 5th through 12th grade)  
72 Packs of Dividers for binders  
54 1" three-ring binders  
85 pairs of Fiskar (elementary age) scissors  
12 packs of 3x5 lined index cards  
40 block erasers (large, usually pink) for elementary age  
6 rulers  
300 Flash drives  
 

We will begin distributing backpacks and school supplies at the food pantry in August.  All donations can 
be delivered to Daily Bread Community Food Pantry, Monday through Friday from 9 AM-Noon. Since we 
distribute food to clients on Wednesday mornings from 9 to 11 A.M. you might want to avoid those times.  
 
If you, your church or organization would like to help pack the school supplies into plastic bags for 
distribution at Heidelberg United Church of Christ in Schwenksville beginning mid-July, please contact 
Anne Ryan, 215-256-4448. Again, our sincere, heartfelt thank you for your generous support of this 
valuable project!  
 
Anne Ryan  
Volunteer, Daily Bread Community Food Pantry  
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Gracious Lord, through water and the Spirit you have made us your own. You forgave  
us all our sins and brought us to newness of life. Continue to strengthen us with the  

Holy Spirit, and daily increase in us your gifts of grace:  the spirit of wisdom and  
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 
Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, Amen. 

 Congratulations to JELC’s  
2023 Confirmation Class   

 

From left to right: 
Brianna Minkon  

Abby King 
Logan Dice 

Justin Minkon 
Dylan Dice 

Claire Jonassen 
Madeline Reiser (not pictured) 

 

Instructors  
Nancy Arnold (not pictured) 

Jack Bowman 
Bob Rhoads  

Pastor Stanley Steele  

We give you this banner to remind you of who you are.  
 

Baptized into Christ, you are a member of His body together with all other believers in Him. This is the 
most blessed and precious membership you could ever wish to hold. Treasure it always!  
 

The red of the banner is the liturgical color used for the Day of Pentecost and it symbolizes the flames 
of fire seen at the time of the descent of the Holy Spirit on the disciples in Jerusalem. The white  
descending dove stands for the Holy Spirit – white symbolizing the purity of God. The gold trim refers 
to God’s majesty and glory.  
 

You are the very temple of the Holy Spirit who lives in you and so you have the peace and joy of 
knowing that His strength, guidance, love and power are yours. Treasure the Spirit!  
 

We hope this banner will serve as a reminder of your Confirmation Day and of your relationship to 
God.  
 

                                                                        Our best to you,  
 

                                                                         Your Jerusalem Church family  

 
 
 

A number of years ago Lutheran Church Women made the  
confirmation banner shown as a gift from the congregation to each  

confirmand.  The banner was accompanied by the letter below. 
This year Confirmation Sunday was held on June 4, 2023.  
We thank Nancy Arnold for making the banner this year.  

CONFIRMATION BANNERS 
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        Vacation Bible School 2023        
 

 Thank you to all our volunteers, staff,  children and  
families who helped make this year’s VBS program possible.  Also a special thank 

you to our church family for all your support and donations for snacks.  
 

We all had an amazing week and we couldn’t have made it possible with out all  
your help and support!  

 

                                             Thank you and many blessings to you all!!  
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Finance Committee 
FINANCE UPDATE –JUNE 2023 

 
 The Finance Committee continues to monitor Jerusalem’s financial situation and giving as reflected in our 
monthly reports.   
 

Current Income for the month of May was $22,519 and Current Expenses were $35,227 which was a shortfall 
of $12,708. 
 

Current Income for the year to date was $96,888 and Current Expenses were $128,674 for a shortfall of 
$31,786. 
 

Total Income for the month of May was $30,548 and Total Expenses were $38,017 for a shortfall of $7,469. 
 

Total Income for the year to date was $107,756 and Total Expenses were $160,036 for a shortfall of $52,258. 
 

Attendance for the month of May, was 289, an increase of 39 over May 2022.  Year to date attendance was 
2,202, an increase of 698 from the total of 1,504 in 2022.  
 

We are continuing to withdraw funds from the Foundation Fund in order to cover this shortfall.  
 

Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of  
you has received.   1 Peter 4:10 

 

Please give prayerful consideration to how you may be able to serve the Lord at Jerusalem. 
 

Thank You. 
The Finance Committee 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS –JUNE 2023 
 

Members in attendance in person were Caesar Gorski, Norma Grosick, Janet Luyben, and Tony Damiani.  
Andy Englehart and Pastor Stan attended via Teams.  

 Special Order of Business – Michael Mancini gave a presentation (copy attached) recommending that 
we add a dedicated Internet service to the sanctuary.  Pastor got the cost of $147 per month. On motion 
by Pastor, seconded by Norma, the recommendation passed with Caesar abstaining. Michael Mancini 
also advised that he is donating equipment that he purchased to supply wireless internet to the Narthex 
area.   

 Finance - Caesar made a motion on behalf of Finance to use 40% of the Bernie Slemmer bequest of 

$25,000 to current.  Second by Norma. Unanimous vote in agreement. $10,000 will go to current. A 

recommendation was made by finance to include a financial update in the bulletins every week. 

  Worship and Music – Questioned whether to continue offering prepackaged wafers and grape juice 

for communion. Options discussed included stopping or using up current supply and stop offering after 

June 30.   

 Property - Will proceed with the repair work that does not require permitting.  Caesar will generate 

deposit check for 1/3 of the $27,800 work mentioned above ($9,174.00). 

 Unfinished Business - Pastor advised that Michael DiDominico agreed to assist Chris Freer with the 

Ensminger Scholarship Fund.  Pastor will get Chris, Michael, and the Souders together to work through 

the details. 

 New Business - There were three individuals that went to Lay Minister  training.  The cost of 

$30.00 per person will be reimbursed. Norma said she doesn’t want to be reimbursed.  Norma advised 

that the Fall Festival is set for October 7th at the Olszanowski Farm. Cost will be $17 

and includes Hayrides, Corn Maze, and hot dogs and snacks. 

Norma will have the puppets perform a skit in early September to encourage members of the  

congregation to consider serving on Council. 
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TREASURER EXPENSE REPORT MAY 2023 

Expenses for non-budgeted programs YTD through 5/31//23 were as follows:  

YTD   
               May-23 YTD 2023    BUDGET        YTD 2022             YTD 2021 

Online Offering  
If you would like to place your 
offerings online we now have the 
option of a QR code which will 
direct you to our online offering 
page via our JELC website. Please 
scan the attached QR code for 
online giving or to set-
up automatic recurring 
payments if desired.  

        
  

  

Total Current Expenses $35,227 $128,674 $134,585 $130,183 $96,900 

            

Benevolence Expenses $0 $0 $8,460 $0 $5,668 

            

Capital Expenses $2,790 $31,362 $0 $6,725 $1,978 

            

Total Expenses $38,017 $160,036 $143,045 $136,908 $104,546 

Food Pantry 
World Hunger 
Lutheran World Relief 

  

ASP 
MAJC 

$1,711 

Memorials 
Puppet Ministry 
World Vision 
Flowers 
Ensminger Scholarship 
Confirmation 
Puppet Ministry 

$0 

Local Benevolence $360 

Disaster Response $0 

Total for non-budgeted programs $2,071 

                                             MONTHLY ATTENDANCE COMPARISONS               

  2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2022 SUM 2023 SUM 

January 403 469 99 244 342 244 342 

February  461 509 40 315 412 454 754 

March 546 0 118 312 280 766 1034 

April 871 0 280 488 659 1254 1913 

May 357 0 251 250 289 1504 2202 

June 405 0 147 268   1772   

July 368 56 145 217   1989   

August 305 126 215 166   2155   

September 493 101 257 245   1797   

October 423 110 258 260   2070   

November 455 117 257 274   2344   

December 924 UNKNOWN 392 451   2795   

Yearly Totals: 6011 1488 2459 2795   2795   
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●   Income for non-budgeted programs YTD through 5/31/23 was as follows 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY REPORT MAY 2023 

Financial Secretary's Report 

4/30/2023 

    

Budgeted Current Offering, 

Year-to-Date:  $      83,333 

    

Actual Current Offering,  

Year-to-Date:  $      70,312  

    

   $      (13,021) 

     May-23 YTD 
YTD  

BUDGET YTD  2022 YTD  2021 

Current Giving   $10,124 $70,312 $83,333 $71,007 $60,570 

Other Current Income   $12,395 $26,576 $20,104 $19,437 $21,281 

Total Current Income   $22,519 $96,888 $103,437 $90,444 $81,851 

Benevolence Giving   $352 $1,609 $1,250 $390 $577 

                

Other Benevolence      $7,500 $8,119 $10,833 $7,814 $0 

             

Total Benevolence Income $7,852 $9,728 $12,083 $8,204 $577 

                

Building Income   $177 $1,140 $417 $1,353 $1,883 

Bequest Building       $2,917     

Total Building Income   $177 $1,140 $3,334 $1,353 $1,883 

Total Income   $30,548 $107,756 $118,854 $100,001 $84,311 

Music Ministry    

ASP    $2,149 

Food Pantry    

MAJC    $260 

Puppets    $0 

Ensminger Scholarship  $315 

Bequest Foundation Fund  $7,500 

VBS     

World Hunger   $300 

Memorials    $1,335 

Staff Appreciation    

TOTAL    $11,859 

            ACTUAL MONTHLY CURRENT OFFERING     

  2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2022 SUM 2023 SUM 

January 12,726 13,124 10,921 12,881 14,002 12,881 14,002 

February 11,939 14,430 9,359 13,971 12,501 26,853 26,503 

March 15,819 12,223 11,912 15,093 14,326 41,945 40,829 

April 16,724 11,495 15,454 16,568 19,359 58,513 60,188 

May 11,919 9,246 12,924 12,494 10,124 71,007 70,312 

June 15,474 14,104 13,644 11,978   82,985   

July 11,745 17,264 8,727 13,476   96,461   

August 11,299 13,541 15,092 11,763   108,224   

September 16,013 13,190 18,064 11,541   119,765   

October 14,806 14,187 12,691 11,641   131,406   

November 16,084 14,624 17,268 17,179   148,585   

December 33,711 28,383 34,085 31,729   180,314   

Yearly Totals: 187,808 175,811 180,141 180,314   180,314   
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     The People of Jerusalem Congregation, Ministers 
                    Reverend Stanley Steele, Pastor 

 

     David A. Crist, Director of Music     Glenda Ortiz, Secretary 
 

       311 Second Street Schwenksville, PA  19473 
    Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM    Phone: 610-287-7104      

       Email - secretary@jelc.org  Website: www.jelc.org   Facebook: facebook.com/jelcville/ 
 

Pastor Stan’s Cell Phone: 240-707-1969     Email: gstan.steele@gmail.com or pastorstan@jelc.org  

 David Crist: 610 489-3320    Email: da1crist@protonmail.com 
    Jerusalem Lutheran Nursery School and Day Care 610-287-6360 

 

Church Council Members for 2023 

Tony Damiani  President  
Andy Englehart  Vice President 
    Secretary 
Caesar Gorski, Jr.   Treasurer 
Renee Bartlett              Financial Secretary  
 

 

Becky Dice 

Norma Grosick 

Janet Luyben 

Robin Schlichter 

Jennifer Wolk  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 
Starting May 28th till Labor Day  

One single service at 9:30 AM  
with live stream.  

 
No Christian Education Classes during the  

summer season.  

     
 
 
 
     Office Hours for Pastor Stan 
 

Monday- Day Off 
Tuesday- 10am till 3pm 

Wednesday - 12 Noon till 6 pm 
Thursday- 10 am till 3 pm  
Friday will remain flexible   


