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GO: Back into the world to serve others in His name     
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Pastoral Musings… 
 
“I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like 
him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained this 
or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his 
own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind 
and straining forward to what lies ahead, I    press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God 
in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 3:10-14 
 
We all have goals in life. Sometimes they are clear and strong, other times they are quieter and more 
instinctual. Goals give us as individuals and as a group purpose and direction. For St. Paul the goal is always to 
join himself to Christ in his death and resurrection. He accepted the suffering that comes with being a disciple 
of Jesus. Yes, Jesus gives us life, strength, forgiveness and love, but it comes at a cost to Jesus and to us. To be 
a disciple is to walk the path Jesus walked. Even Jesus’ disciples had difficulty with this idea. They wanted 
glory and power and riches. To follow Christ calls us to sacrifice, to serve, to give, to forgive, to put others first 
– not a path that will lead to power of riches in this world of theirs. We see this every day in the actions of 
those who thirst for power and wealth. Their concern is for themselves only. They seek short term rewards and 
acclamation. This is the way the world has always been, but Jesus calls for us to follow a different path. A way 
that will put us in conflict with the world and its values. Being a disciple of Jesus takes courage and faith and 
trust in following where Jesus leads not where the world calls us. Jesus showed this in the desert with the 
temptation of the devil to have all worldly power, but Jesus knew the only real power is the power found in 
God. That power is to love and to serve. 
 
There are many voices talking to us at this time and we can be overwhelmed with all the chatter. As we ‘forget 
what lies behind and strain forward to what lies ahead’ as St. Paul says we pray to find the beacon of light that 
will guide us. That beacon is Jesus and fellow disciples who travel with us. Our journey may seem too difficult, 
but we have Christ with us and with Christ nothing is impossible. We can persevere, we can hold on to hope, 
we can sort out the chaos and we can hear the one true voice among all the voices – the voice of Jesus. The 
power is in believing and following Jesus and only him no matter how loud or powerful the voices of the world 
become. Remember we are the people of the Resurrected One who have been promised the victory of Life. 
 
We have once again celebrated the birth of Jesus into our world, the light that darkness cannot overcome. The 
Word that cannot be silenced. As we begin a New Year let us choose to have confidence and hope with faith 
that God will guide us through any hardship, any confusion, any fear so we know the power of His love. Yes, 
life is different now than just two years back, but there is still life. I truly believe that God will never give up on 
us or the world that he chose to be a part of in Jesus. We will triumph with our faith and the promise that God 
has made to be with us in all things. And yes I truly believe that this congregation can not only survive but be 
reborn in our purpose and given strength to be a beacon of light that witnesses to the power and goodness of 
God as shown to us in Jesus and sustains us in the Holy Spirit. Let’s make a New Year resolution to place our 
future into God’s hands and trust the path God has chosen for us. 
 
May each of you have a Blessed and Peaceful New Year! 
 
In Peace, 
 
Pastor Stan  
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 Saturday, January 1st: Happy New Year  

 Sunday, January 1st - 10:00 AM: Single worship service with live stream.  

 Tuesday, January 3rd - 11:00 AM: Lizzie Bence Viewing at Holcombe Funeral followed by burial and             
                                                               luncheon in JELC Social Hall 

 Tuesday, January 3rd - 7:30 PM: Finance Virtual Meeting  

 Wednesday, January 4th - 1:00 PM: Worship & Music Meeting (Office Parlor)  
     6:30 PM: Chancel Choir rehearsals resume 
     7:30 PM Adoration rehearsals resume 

 Saturday, January 7th - 11:00 AM: Paul Lotz Memorial Service followed by luncheon in Social Hall 

 Sunday, January 8th - 8:30 AM & 11 AM worship services & Christian Education classes resumes.  

 Sunday, January 8th - 2:00 PM: Epiphany Potluck Dinner (SH) 

 Monday, January 9th - 7:00 PM: JLNSDC Board Meeting (SH) 

 Tuesday, January 10th - 7:30 PM: Council Meeting (SH) 

 Wednesday, January 11th - 7:00 PM: Schwenksville Borough Board Meeting (SH) 

 Thursday, January 12th - 6:30 PM: Steepleringers rehearsals resume 

 Sunday, January 15th: February Good News Deadline  

 Monday, January 16th - 2-4:00 PM: Youth Ice Skating Event at Spring Mountain 

 Thursday, January 19th - 9:30 AM: Care Team Meeting (YC) 

 Saturday, January 21 - 9:30 AM: Old Library Clean-up  

Looking Ahead  

                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             January 8, 2023 

                        Epiphany Potluck Party!  

Join us for a gathering cheer, carols, craft, food  
and fellowship!  

Please see Sign-up Genius link shared  
via email to sign-up!  

 

                       On the day of Epiphany, January 6, the church  
celebrates the revelation of Christ to all nations as  

represented by the Wise Men (Magi) who came to worship Jesus.  
Church tradition since the seventh century names the  

Magi as Caspar, Melchior and Balthazar.  
The church calendar recognizes the season of  

Epiphany from January 6 until the last Sunday before  
Ash Wednesday which is celebrated as the Transfiguration of our Lord.  

Beginning with the star that guided the Wise Men to Bethlehem,  
God fills the lives of Christians with His holy light during Epiphany  

so that His light can shine through them into the world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Year’s Day Worship Schedule:  
Sunday, January 1, 2023: 
One service at 10:00 AM  
with Lessons and Carols  
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Good News Deadline  
 

GOOD NEWS DEADLINE For the February Edition is  
              Sunday, January 15, 2023 

 

Please send all submissions to secretary@jelc.org or drop off at  
the Church office. 

                                           JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

05 Nancy Peters, Carol Hunsberger  
06 Matthew Douglass, Sharon Morgan 
07 Elaine McDaniel  
09 Elizabeth Molitoris  
10 Amanda Saeger  
11 Julianna Miller  
12 Tim Arnold  
13 Michael Saeger, John Souder  
14 Michael Radicioni  
15 Erin Lonesky  

18 Ed Eccker, Jr., Jill Kuiken  
20 Emily Kiefaber, Bob Rhoads 
24 Robin Fry, Joel Stever  
25 Gene Miesse  
26 Joshua Fulmer, Amiee Kistler,  
     Natalie Wells  
27 John Fry  
28 Emily Arnold, Steve Balla  
31 Fred Poust 

Yoga Classes: Fun, Fellowship and Fitness-- What could be better? 
Carrie Burger, physical therapist, certified yoga instructor and congregation member will 
once again share her skills by offering FREE yoga classes at the church on Monday 
evenings. Spread the word and invite your friends.  All are welcomed!   
 
 

Vinyasa Flow Yoga is back by popular demand. Class will begin at 6 pm in the Youth 
Activity Center.  Bring a bottle of water and a yoga mat, and yoga blocks if you have them.  No experience 
necessary but we will be getting on and off the floor and doing more strenuous exercises in this class.  
Beginners are welcomed! 

Questions?  Feel free to reach out to Carrie by phone or text at 610-999-8404   
or via email at:  psunow@msn.com. 

Spring Mountain Ice Skating Youth Event DJ Skate Night 
 

Monday, January 16, 2023   2:00 - 4:00 PM  
 

Tickets are $16 per person which includes rentals for skates.   
 

This event is geared for youth teens in grades 7th and up.  
Children under 7th grade are welcome to join  

but must be accompanied by a parent.  
 

                    For more information please contact Norma Grosick at: 610-487-5673 

mailto:psunow@msn.com
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Thank you to everyone involved in  
making our Christmas Eve Services so 

special -  The Altar Guild, Choirs &  
Musicians, Pageant Directors, parents, and 

all the assisting ministers and staff.  
 

Special thank you to Paul Schweitzer and 
family for donating the beautiful  

Chrismon tree this year to our church. 
Heartful thank you as well for all who 

helped this year putting up and decorating 
the Chrismon tree and keeping it  

watered during the Christmas season. 
There were many helping hands so please 

know your dedication is very much  
appreciated.  

God bless you all!   

Musicians ensemble from our 7PM Christmas Eve service 
from left to right:  

Chris Freer, Robert Rittich, Garvey Wolk, Matthew Wolk,  
& Dylan & Logan Dice.  

 

DID YOU KNOW ???? 
 

In the summer of 1964, as president of Jerusalem  
Lutheran Church Women, Barbara Renninger  

attended a conference at Muhlenberg College where a 
Chrismon Tree was displayed.  When she returned home, 
she asked Pastor Ken Ensminger and Council about the 
possibility of a Chrismon tree here.  The Council paid for 

original information and patterns and the small white 
lights.  The women donated the styrofoam and the white 

and gold decorations.  A longtime member,  
Charlie Krause, made a “hot wire” to cut the  

styrofoam Chrismons and Barbara made  
cardboard patterns and set up a workspace on her  
basement ping-pong table to cut all the styrofoam 

shapes.  The women started the work of decorating the 
Chrismons in September, at the October and November 
Circle meetings and at a few special work days.  By early 

December the congregation was ready for our first  
Chrismon (Christian monograms) tree!  

 

OUR THANKS TO THOSE MEMBERS WHO MANY 
YEARS AGO STARTED SUCH A WONDERFUL  

TRADITION FOR OUR CHURCH !!!! 
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CARE TEAM 
No Sunshine Birthdays this Month:  

 

 
 
 

Our Christian sympathy is extended to family and friends of….. 
 

 BettyAnnis, mother of Debbie Smith,  
who entered into Eternal Life on November 25, 2023 &   

 

Lori Souder, daughter of Carol & John Souder,  
who entered Eternal Life on December 1, 2022, & 

 

Paul Lotz, who entered into Eternal Life on December 10, 2022, &  
 

William Cressman, who entered into Eternal Life on December 13, 2022, & 
 

Lizzie Bence, who entered into Eternal Life on December 23, 2022.   
  

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.       
                                                                                 2 Timothy 4:7 

    Our next meeting will be on Jan.19th at 9:30 AM in the Youth Center. 

Care Team met on Nov. 17th.  We continue to make phone calls, send cards 
and visit with our Sunshine Friends.  There was no meeting in December. 
 

Pastor Stan led a Home Communion Assistant Training on Nov. 17th with 4 
members present:  Pat Giarrocco, Leslie Leben, Sharon Morgan and  
Gina Weygand. 
 

Christmas bags for our Sunshine Friends were decorated by the children 
attending Sunday School and delivered by the Care Team. 

Lizzie Bence: Viewing will be at Holcombe Funeral Home from 11am-12pm. 
                                      21 W. Main St, Trappe, PA 19426 
                        Burial will be following at Schwenksville Cemetery.  
                        Luncheon is scheduled to be at Jerusalem Lutheran Church  

                                                                Social Hall following the burial.  
 

      Paul Lotz: Memorial service is scheduled to be held on  
                          Saturday, January 7, 2023 at 11:00 am here  
                          at Jerusalem Lutheran Church     
                          followed by luncheon in the Social Hall.  

January 21 - Saturday - 9:30 AM: Care Team will be cleaning out the old  
Library (room next to Sacistry) 
   

"If anyone has anything stored in the old library which they want to salvage 
please retrieve it before that Saturday."  
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Happy New Year!  The Jerusalem Lutheran Day Care staff and children had a wonderful time 
ringing in 2023.  Everyone had fun performing their own version of a Mummer’s strut as a 
recording of string band hits played in the background. However, we might need some more 

practice if we want to make it to the Mummers’ Parade down Broad Street. Next, just before noon, the 
countdown to the new year began.  Noisemakers and party blowers rang out and confetti filled the air when 
the clock struck twelve.  We concluded the party with a special lunch of McDonald’s Happy Meals followed 
by ice cream for dessert.  JLDC certainly knows how to party! Lastly, we are extremely grateful for all the 
blessings that God bestowed upon JLNS&DC in 2022. Now, we are looking forward to God’s continued 
faithfulness and goodness in the new year.  

Welcome Winter 
We celebrated the first day of winter with a yummy snack of sno-cones.  Our ice shaver was really humming 
as it cranked out 40 sno-cones in a flash. Now we are anxious for the first significant snowfall of the season 
to arrive. We can’t wait to build snowmen, toss snowballs and make snow angels. If the weather becomes too 
frigid, we have some great indoor activities planned such as Beach Day, Pajama Day, Movie Day, and 
Wacky Wednesday. Inside or outside, we always have a fun time at JLDC! 
Recently, each staff member at JLNS&DC participated in a health and safety training. This important 
training provided up-to-date information which aligns with Pennsylvania’s regulations for licensed childcare 
facilities.  
 

Heartfelt thanks to Pastor Stan and David Crist for their special Christmas presentation to the JLDC children.  
Pastor Stan explained the true meaning of Christmas and talked about the ornaments on the Chrismon tree.  
Next, David spoke about the workings of the pipe organ and demonstrated the various sounds it can produce.  
Then Pastor Stan led the children in singing several Christmas carols with David’s accompaniment.  It was a 
beautiful way to end a very meaningful morning! 
 

Finally, we would like to thank the JLNS&DC Board of Directors for their hard work and faithful support 
throughout the year.  We are very grateful for their dedication and support.  May God bless each of them! 

 

JERUSALEM LUTHERAN NURSERY SCHOOL AND DAY CARE CENTER 

Thank You  

Dear Jerusalem Family,  
   

   With a humbled heart I would like to express my gratitude for and appreciation for your generosity 
towards our staff Christmas gift. Thank you so much for thinking of us and sharing your love and  
kindness.  Also A special thank you for all the Christmas cards and special treats!!  
 

As always it is very much appreciated.  
Thank you all very much and may God bless you all!  
 

Glenda Ortiz 

Please accept my personal thanks to the congregation 
for your generous gift for Christmas. I am blessed to be 
your Pastor and walk together in mission with you. I 
also would like to thank all who shared cards, cookies 
and other sweets to sweeten my own Christmas. I pray 
we all have a joyful and fulfilling New Year. 
 
Pastor Stan 

Dear Jerusalem family, 
 
Thank you very much for your cards and gifts 
in this Christmas season. Also, I thank you for 
continuing to support the music of the church 
with your talents and treasures. May God get 
all the glory from our efforts. 
 
In His love and service, 
David Crist 

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you,  whatever you did for one of the least 
of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’    ~Matthew 25:40 
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   Shop at AmazonSmile and Support Jerusalem Lutheran Church  
 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support our church every time you shop, at no cost to 
you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and  
convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of 
the purchase price to your charitable organization.  
                        

                                             Search for Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church.                 

                                          Altar Flowers 
If you would like to sponsor altar or chancel flowers, please feel free to request them either one of 
two options: Regular sign-up sheet on the Bulletin Board in the Narthex, or contacting the church 

office to be added to the sponsor list schedule.  

FINANCE UPDATE – DECEMBER 2022 
The Finance Committee continues to monitor Jerusalem’s financial situation and giving as reflected in our 
monthly reports.   
Current Income for the month of November was $19,544 and Current Expenses were $24,943 for a shortfall of 
$5,399. 
Current Income for the year to date was $184,854 and Current Expenses were $276,648 for a shortfall of 
$91,794. 
Total Income for the month of November was $20,267 and Total Expenses were $25,293 for a shortfall of 
$5,026. 
Total Income for the year to date was $209,331 and Total Expenses were $290,173 for a shortfall of $80,842. 
Attendance for the month of November was 274, an increase of 17 from 2021  Year to date attendance was 
2344 an increase of 277 from the total of 2067 in 2021.  
 

We are continuing to withdraw funds from the Foundation Fund in order to cover this shortfall.  
Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has 
received.   1 Peter 4:10 
 

Please give prayerful consideration to how you may be able to serve the Lord at Jerusalem. 
 

Thank You. 
The Finance Committee 

Online Offering  
If you would like to place your offerings online we now have the option of a QR code which 
will direct you to our online offering page via our JELC website. Please scan the attached QR 
code for online giving or to set-up automatic recurring payments if desired.  

   Please know that in the event of inclement weather which might have to result in snow closure for our  
Sunday services, there are some communications in place which we would like everyone to be aware of. 
These platforms will be update as soon decisions of closure are made:  
 

 Website: www.jelc.org  

 Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/jelcsville/ 

 Office Voicemail Greeting 

 KYW radio 103.9 and their Website: https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio 

Snow Closure Procedure 

http://smile.amazon.com/
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TREASURER EXPENSE REPORT NOVEMBER 2022 

Expenses for non-budgeted programs YTD through 11/30/22 were as follows:  

YTD   
               Novt-22 YTD 2022    BUDGET        YTD 2021             YTD 2020 

                                                                 MONTHLY ATTENDANCE COMPARISONS               

  2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2021 SUM 2022 SUM 

January 585 403 469 99 244 99 244 

February  630 461 509 40 315 139 454 

March 805 546 0 118 312 257 766 

April 953 871 0 280 488 537 1254 

May 451 357 0 251 250 788 1504 

June 425 405 0 147 268 935 1772 

July 538 368 56 145 217 1080 1989 

August 342 305 126 215 166 1295 2155 

September 576 493 101 257 245 1552 1797 

October 508 423 110 258 260 1810 2070 

November 545 455 117 257 274 2067 2344 

December 1248 924 UNKNOWN 392   2459   

Yearly Totals: 7606 6011   2459   2459   

Food Pantry 
World Hunger 

  

Lutheran World Relief $12,604 
ASP 
MAJC 

$3,536 

Memorials 
Puppet Ministry 
World Vision 
Flowers 

$0 

Ensminger Scholarship 
Confirmation 
Puppet Ministry 
Library 

$2,000 

Disaster Response $1,500 
Total for non-budgeted programs $19,640 

            

Total Current Expenses $24,943 $276,648 $281,754 $240,975 $225,403 

            

Benevolence Expenses $0 $0 $18,612 $11,336 $15,586 

            

Capital Expenses $350 $13,525 $0 $2,559 $3,878 

            

Total Expenses $25,293 $290,173 $300,366 $254,870 $244,867 
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●   Income for non-budgeted programs YTD through 11/30/22 was as follows 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY REPORT NOVEMBER 2022 

Financial Secretary's Report 

11/30/2022 

    

Budgeted Current Offering, 

Year-to-Date:  $    141,900  

    

Actual Current Offering,  

Year-to-Date:  $    148,585  

    

   $       6,685  

                                               ACTUAL MONTHLY CURRENT OFFERING     

  2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2021 SUM 2022 SUM 

January 14,347 12,726 13,124 10,921 12,881 10,921 12,881 

February 15,848 11,939 14,430 9,359 13,971 20,280 26,853 

March 17,437 15,819 12,223 11,912 15,093 32,192 41,945 

April 19,143 16,724 11,495 15,454 16,568 47,646 58,513 

May 12,407 11,919 9,246 12,924 12,494 60,570 71,007 

June 12,799 15,474 14,104 13,644 11,978 74,214 82,985 

July 14,469 11,745 17,264 8,727 13,476 82,941 96,461 

August 10,252 11,299 13,541 15,092 11,763 98,033 108,224 

September 15,857 16,013 13,190 18,064 11,541 116,097 119,765 

October 13,466 14,806 14,187 12,691 11,641 128,788 131,406 

November 18,973 16,084 14,624 17,268 17,179 146,056 148,585 

December 32,082 33,711 28,383 34,085   180,141   

Yearly Totals: 199,065 187,808 175,811 180,141   180,141   

Music Ministry     

ASP     $6,778 

Food Pantry     

MAJC     $490 

Puppets     $0 

Ensminger Scholarship   $640 

Foundation Fund     

VBS     $152 

World Hunger    $200 

Memorials     $540 

Staff Appreciation    $515 

TOTAL     $9,315 

     Nov-22 YTD 
YTD     

BUDGET YTD  2021 YTD  2020 

Current Giving   $17,179 $148,585 $141,900 $146,056 $149,407 

Other Current Income   $2,365 $36,269 $34,925 $37,662 $55,313 

Total Current Income   $19,544 $184,854 $176,825 $183,718 $204,720 

Benevolence Giving   $360 $1,164 $917 $1,442 $1,069 

                

$0 $19,899 $23,833 $13,854 $11,888 Other Benevolence      

              

Total Benevolence Income $360 $21,063 $24,750 $15,296 $12,957 

                

Building Income   $363 $3,414 $2,750 $3,600 $3,313 

Bequest Building       $0     

Total Building Income   $363 $3,414 $2,750 $3,600 $3,313 

Total Income   $20,267 $209,331 $204,325 $202,614 $220,990 
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Give the Gift of Sight to Others –  
Donate your old & unused  

Eyeglasses 
 

We thank you for your eyeglasses  
donations.   

The boxes filled with the collected glasses  
will be sent to the Lions Club Eyeglass  

Recycling Center in central NJ.  
 

Your donated eyeglasses will make a great  
difference in many people’s lives.  

 

Give the gift of sight to others.   
For more information about the NJ Lions Club  

Eyeglass Recycling Center visit www.njlerc.org.   
 

Please call the church office to 
schedule a drop-off.  

     The People of Jerusalem Congregation, Ministers 
                    Reverend Stanley Steele, Pastor 

 

     David A. Crist, Director of Music     Glenda Ortiz, Secretary 
 

       311 Second Street Schwenksville, PA  19473 
    Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM    Phone: 610-287-7104      

       Email - secretary@jelc.org  Website: www.jelc.org   Facebook: facebook.com/jelcville/ 
 

Pastor Stan’s Cell Phone: 240-707-1969     Email: pastorstan@jelc.org 

 David Crist: 610 489-3320    Email: da1crist@protonmail.com 
    Jerusalem Lutheran Nursery School and Day Care 610-287-6360 

 

Church Council Members for 2023 

Tony Damiani  President  
Andy Englehart  Vice President 
Megan Incollingo  Secretary 
Caesar Gorski, Jr.   Treasurer 
Renee Bartlett              Financial Secretary  
 

Becky Dice 

Norma Grosick 

Robin Fry 

Janet Luyben 

Diane Martin 

Robin Schlichter 

Jennifer Wolk  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

8:30 AM Traditional Service with live streaming  
9:45 AM Sunday School - Christian Education  

11:00 AM Contemporary Service 

 

     
 
 
 
     Office Hours for Pastor Stan 
 

Monday- Day Off 
Tuesday- 10am till 3pm 

Wednesday - 12 Noon till 6 pm 
Thursday- 10 am till 3 pm  
Friday will remain flexible   

http://www.njlerc.org

