
 
March 19, 2023 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
8:30 AM Worship Service 

 

Mission Statement 

SOW. The Gospel of Jesus the Christ to all generations 

GROW. His followers into spiritually mature disciples 

GO. Back into the world to serve others in His name 

https://jelc.org/
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Sunday, March 19 8:30 AM In-person & live stream  
   worship service  
  9:45 AM  Christian Education  
   Adult Sunday School  
   11:00 AM In-person worship service   
Monday, March 20 6:00 PM Yoga Class (YC) 
  6:30 PM            Praising Hands Rehearsal  
Wednesday, March  22     6:00 PM  Lenten Soup Suppers & Devotions  
  6:00 PM Mustard Seed Puppeteers Rehearsal  
  7:30 PM Adoration  
  8:00 PM AA Meeting (YC) 
Thursday, March  23 5:30 PM Chancel Choir  
  6:30 PM Steepleringers Rehearsal  
Saturday, March 25 7:00 AM  AA Meeting (YC)   
Sunday, March 26 8:30 AM In-person & live stream  
   worship service  
  9:45 AM  Christian Education  
   Adult Sunday School  
   11:00 AM In-person worship service   

We are so glad you have chosen to join with us today as we gather in worship to give 
thanks to our gracious and loving God. If you have particular needs and/or questions 
please speak with an usher.  Again, thanks for spending a little time with us. 

The People of Jerusalem Congregation, Ministers 
Reverend Stanley Steele, Pastor 

 

David A. Crist, Director of Music     Glenda Ortiz, Secretary 
 

311 Second Street Schwenksville, PA  19473 
Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM    Phone: 610-287-7104      

Email - secretary@jelc.org  Website: www.jelc.org    
Facebook: facebook.com/jelcville/    Instagram: jelc_schwenksville 

 

Pastor Stan’s Cell Phone: 240-707-1969     

 David Crist: 610 489-3320    Email: da1crist@protonmail.com 
    Jerusalem Lutheran Nursery School and Day Care 610-287-6360 

WELCOME 

THIS WEEK AT JERUSALEM 
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WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE       “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”  Wood  
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, 
and sustains us with the gift of grace. Amen. 
 

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s 
mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, 
we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not trust 
your holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather 
than steward your creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose 
fear over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in 
your way of life. Amen. 
 

Hear the good news: 
God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may receive life. 

This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, ☩ forgives you in 
Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power. Amen. 
 

*HYMN   “Christ, the Life of All the Living”  (#339)           

*GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

1. Christ, the life of all the living, 
Christ, the death of death, our foe, 
Christ, Yourself for me once giving 
to the darkest depths of woe: 
through Your suff’ring, death, 
and merit life eternal I inherit. 
Thousand, thousand thanks are due, 
dearest Jesus, unto You. 
 

2. You have suffered great affliction 
and have borne it patiently, 
even death by crucifixion, 
fully to atone for me; 
for You chose to be tormented 
that my doom should be prevented. 
Thousand, thousand thanks are due, 
dearest Jesus, unto You. 

3. Then, for all that bought my pardon, 
for the sorrows deep and sore, 
for the anguish in the garden, 
I will thank You evermore; 
thank You for the groaning, sighing, 
for the bleeding and the dying, 
for that last triumphant cry, 
praise You evermore on high. 
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*KYRIE (SUNG) 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life 
and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your 
Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING    1 Samuel 16:1-13  
1The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him 
from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse 

the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, 
“How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer 
with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, 

and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I 
name to you.” 4Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The 
elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He 

said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come 
with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the 
sacrifice. 

 6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is 
now before the Lord.” 7But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance 
or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as 

mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the 
heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, 
“Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he 

said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass 
before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of 
these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains 

yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and 
bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. 
Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise 

and anoint him; for this is the one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed 
him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon 
David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

L: The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
CANTOR: Glory to you, O Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ. 
ALL:  Glory to you, O Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ. 
CANTOR: Jesus says, I am the light of the world; 

whoever follows me will have the light of life. 
ALL:  Glory to you, O Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

*GOSPEL READING           John 9:1-41  
The holy gospel according to John, the ninth chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, 
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be 
revealed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is 
coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and 
spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of 
Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The 
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the 
man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, 
but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept asking him, 
“Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, 
spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed 
and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a 
sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also 
began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my 
eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not 
from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is 
a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind 
man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a 
prophet.” 
 18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they 
called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your 
son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, 
“We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it 
is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will 
speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the 
Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be 
put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, 
“Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know 
whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.”  

continue next page 
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26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He 
answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want 
to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, 
saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has 
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30The 
man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, 
and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does 
listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has 
it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were 
not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born entirely in 
sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 
 35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I 
may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking 
with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I 
came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who 
do see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to 
him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you 
would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”  

P: The gospel of the Lord.     C: Praise to you, O Christ.               

 

SERMON 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

*HYMN   “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”    (#779:1, 2, 3, 4)  

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by  the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried;  he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church,  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the  body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

1. Amazing grace!— 
how sweet the sound— 
that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; 
was blind, but now I see. 
 

2. ’Twas grace that taught my heart 
to fear, and grace my fears relieved; 
how precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed! 

3. Through many dangers, toils, 
and snares I have already come; 
'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
and grace will lead me home. 
 

4. The Lord has promised good to me; 
His Word my hope secures; 
He will my Shield and Portion be 
as long as life endures. 
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*PRAYERS OF  THE CHURCH 
Each portion of the prayer ends:   A: Lord, in your mercy,  C: hear our prayer. 
 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE     
The peace of the Lord be with you all! And also with you. 
 

OFFERING   
 

OFFERING MUSIC                                    Chancel Choir, with Chris Freer, saxophone 
                                 “Come, Ye Sinners”  White          

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful 
service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you 
pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen. 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING  
The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE 
 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.  
 

LAMB OF GOD 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.   
 

DISTRIBUTION 

Pre-packaged sealed 
communion cups will be available in a tray on harpsichord if sealed wafers and grape 
juice are preferred.  
 

*COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE                         
O Lord, now let your servant depart in heav’nly peace, 
for I have seen the glory of your redeeming grace: 
a light to lead the nations unto your holy hill, 
the glory of your people, your chosen Israel. 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our 
neighbors and touch the world with your love. Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION  
God, the giver of love, Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 
bless you in this Lenten journey. Amen. 
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Liturgy reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #SB165193.   
Lyrics of music in this service reprinted by permission of  
ONE LICENSE #A-709774 and CCLI license #1509573. All rights reserved. 

*HYMN   “O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate”  (#722:1, 2)           
1. O Christ, your heart, compassionate, 
bore ev’ry human pain. 
Its beating was the pulse of God; 
its breadth, God’s vast domain. 
The heart of God, the heart of Christ 
combined in perfect rhyme 
to write God’s love in human deeds, 
eternity in time. 
 

2. As once You welcomed those cast 
down and healed the sick, the blind, 
so may all bruised and broken lives 
through us Your help still find. 
Lord, join our hearts with those who 
weep that none may weep alone, 
and help us bear another’s pain 
as though it were our own. 
Words: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., ©2000 GIA Publications, Inc. 
     
 *DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve in love.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  “Postlude on ‘Slane’ ”  Van Iderstine  
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Candy Donations for Easter Egg Hunt: The Sunday School class will be having a 
Palm Sunday celebration followed by a Egg hunt during the Sunday School hour on 
Sunday, April 2nd in the Social Hall. We are in need and requesting candy donations 
for this event. Donations can be dropped off at the Coffee Corner or Church office by 
Sunday, March 26th. Small individually wrapped candy is preferred to fill Easter eggs!!  
Thank you so much for your generosity in making this event possible!  
 

Ensminger Scholarship: Applications for  the 2023 Ensminger  Scholar ship are now 
available. The forms are in the Narthex and the Church Office. They will also be 
available in the March and April Good News. Completed applications are due by 
Sunday, April 30, 2023. 
 

Spring Clean-up: The Green Team is having a Spr ing Clean-up on Saturday,  
April 22nd starting at 8:30 AM. Please reach out to Tony Damiani or the church office 
to volunteer! We can use all the helping hands we can get!  
 

Trivia Night: The Generosity Team and Church Council are going to host a 
family-fun trivia night on April 30th from 2-4pm in the Social Hall.  Teams of  
up-to 8 people will answer inter-generational trivia questions and compete for 
great prizes, while enjoying complimentary refreshments.  A donation of $50 
dollars per table is requested to enter your team and reserve your table.   
Whatever donations are received, a matching donation from the benevolence 
fund will be made to Better Days Ahead Outreach.  Gather your kids, friends, 
parents and grandparents, reserve your table by calling the church office, visiting 
JELC.org and then join us for a fun afternoon of trivia to benefit a good 
cause.  Not joining for trivia?  Please contribute to this church event by donating 
food or prizes!  

COMING EVENTS & NOTES... 

 

Soup & Bread Supper followed  by Devotions 
 

   Join us on Wednesday evenings of Lent  for a simple soup supper and devotion 
 

Supper 6:00 - 6:30pm    Devotions 6:30 – 7:30 pm.  
(ending in time for Adoration Practice which begins 7:30)  

with    

All are welcome!  RSVP for one or all!  

Sign-up sheet on Bulletin Board  
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PRAYERS FOR SPIRITUAL, PHYSICAL HEALING & RENEWAL 
Jeanne Bullard, Pete Bullard, Mark Burton, Elsie Green,  

Marion Herden, Derek Kirby, Josh Lis, Jane Markley, George Miller,  
Gene & Pat Miesse, Tonya Nagel, Janet Neumann, Bev O’Brien, Joseph Pelley,  

Linda Petrucelli, Ashley Steele, Rocky Weikel, Gail Wetzel, Ed Witte, & Marie Wolfe.   
 

ONGOING PRAYERS 
Barbara Augastine, Brenda Belville, Reba Boll, Paul Carr, Garrett Coyne,  

Bryan Delowery, Rita Dickey, Scarlett Eccker, Betty Erwin, Debbie Feichthaler,  
Anne Fisher, Maureen Garrett, Stephen Garrett, Pat Giarrocco, Kenny Goldfeder,  

Susanna Gregor, Aaron Hamlin, Kristina Hering, Debbie Hershberger,  
Morgan (Smith) Jordan, Gayle Joseph, Dorothy Kovacs, Ida Lance, Debra Lerfald,  

Dr. Lyman Lundeen, John Markley, Peggy O’Bryan, Barbara Padworny,  
Susan Pongras, Barbara Rex, Albert Robinson, Billy Sox, Dorothy Seitz, Amy Schlitter,  

Karen Smith, Lisa Smith, Elaine Troisi, Underkoffler Family, Dave Umbach,  
Sue Wentzel, & Don Whitko.  

 
PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY 

Cameron Cook, Timothy Donley, David Ellis, Dennis Flynn Jr.,  
Chuck Jefferis, Patrick Kelly, Michael Radicioni, & William Reimers.  

Altar Guild: Renee Bar tlett & Gail Maser  
Counters: Linda Kehs, Mary Jane Kehs & Ardie Musselman  

Banners: Louise Hunsicker , Carol  & John Souder   

Altar flowers are presented by Bill & Janet Luyben  
in honor of their 60th wedding anniversary.   

8:30 AM  
Ushers: Bill & Janet Luyben 
Acolyte: Dylan Dice  
 

Cantor: Jack Bowman  
Lector & Worship Assistant:  
 Marcia Ehrhart 
                  

Online Giving:  Please scan the attached QR code  for  online giving or  
to set-up automatic recurring payments if desired.  

PRAYER CONCERNS…. 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS SERVING TODAY   


