
 

Mission Statement 

SOW. The Gospel of Jesus the Christ to all generations 

GROW. His followers into spiritually mature disciples 

GO. Back into the world to serve others in His name 

 
January 29, 2023 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
8:30 AM Worship Service 

https://jelc.org/
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Sunday, January 29 8:30 AM In-person & live stream  
   worship service  
  9:45 AM  Christian Education  
   Adult Sunday School  
   11:00 AM In-person worship service   
Monday, January 30 6:00 PM Yoga Class (YC) 
  7:30 PM  Maple Hill Assc Meeting (YC) 
Wednesday, February 1   1:00 PM Worship & Music Meeting  
  6:30 PM  Chancel Choir  Rehearsal  
  7:30 PM Adoration  
  8:00 PM AA Meeting (YC) 
Thursday, February 2 6:30 PM Steepleringers Rehearsal  
Saturday, February 4 7:00 AM  AA Meeting (YC)   
Sunday, February 5 8:30 AM In-person & live stream  
   worship service  
  9:45 AM  Christian Education  
   Adult Sunday School  
   11:00 AM In-person worship service   

We are so glad you have chosen to join with us today as we gather in worship to give 
thanks to our gracious and loving God. If you have particular needs and/or questions 
please speak with an usher.  Again, thanks for spending a little time with us. 

THIS WEEK AT JERUSALEM 

WELCOME 

The People of Jerusalem Congregation, Ministers 
Reverend Stanley Steele, Pastor 

 

David A. Crist, Director of Music     Glenda Ortiz, Secretary 
 

311 Second Street Schwenksville, PA  19473 
Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM    Phone: 610-287-7104      

Email - secretary@jelc.org  Website: www.jelc.org    
Facebook: facebook.com/jelcville/    Instagram: jelc_schwenksville 

 

Pastor Stan’s Cell Phone: 240-707-1969     

 David Crist: 610 489-3320    Email: da1crist@protonmail.com 
    Jerusalem Lutheran Nursery School and Day Care 610-287-6360 
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WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE   “Blessed Quietness”  Thygerson  
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy endures 
forever. Amen. 
 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one 
another for the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

Thus says our God: 
“The former things have come to pass and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of  Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

*HYMN   “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”    (#858)   

*GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
 

1. Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, 
the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He 
is your health and salvation! 
Let all who hear now to 
His temple draw near, 
joining in glad adoration! 
 
2. Praise to the Lord, who o'er all 
things is wondrously reigning 
and, as on wings of an 
eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 
Have you not seen all 
that is needful has been 
sent by His gracious ordaining? 

3. Praise to the Lord, who will 
prosper your work and defend you; 
surely His goodness and mercy 
shall daily attend you. 
Ponder anew what the 
Almighty can do 
if with His love He befriend you. 
 
4. Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all 
that is in me adore Him! 
All that has life and breath, come 
now with praises before Him! 
Let the amen sound 
from His people again. 
Gladly forever adore Him! 



4 

 

 

*KYRIE (SUNG) 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE  “Glory to God” 

 continue next page 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and 
the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in 
striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING    Micah 6:1-8  

 1Hear what the Lord says: 

  Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
  and let the hills hear your voice. 

 2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, 
  and you enduring foundations of the earth; 
 for the Lord has a controversy with his people, 

  and he will contend with Israel. 
 continue next page 
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 3“O my people, what have I done to you? 
  In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 

 4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
  and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 
 and I sent before you Moses, 

  Aaron, and Miriam. 
 5O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
  what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 

 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
  that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” 
 

 6“With what shall I come before the Lord, 
  and bow myself before God on high? 

 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
  with calves a year old? 
 7Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
  with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
 8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

  and what does the Lord require of you 
 but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
  and to walk humbly with your God? 

L: The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM    Psalm 15            Chanted in unison  
1Lord, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 
 Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 
2Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 
 who speak the truth | from their heart;  
3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 
 they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 
4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear the Lord. 
 They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word. 
5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes  
    a- | gainst the innocent. 
  Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown.  
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SECOND READING  1 Corinthians 1:18-31  
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 

are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
     and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, 
the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of 

our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness 
to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 

God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what 

is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame 
the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to 
reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no one might boast in the presence of 

God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from 
God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it is 
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

L: The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
ALL:  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
CANTOR: Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven. 
ALL:  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

*GOSPEL READING       Matthew 5:1-12  
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the fifth chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 

continue next page 
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kingdom of  heaven. 
 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great 
in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord.     C: Praise to you, O Christ.               

 

SERMON 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

*HYMN   “Blest Are They”    (#728)    

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by  the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried;  he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church,  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  the resurrection of the  
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*PRAYERS OF  THE CHURCH 
  

1. Blest are they, 
the poor in spirit; 
theirs is the kingdom of God. 
Blest are they full of sorrow; 
they shall be consoled. 
 

REFRAIN: 
Rejoice and be glad! 
Blessed are you, 
holy are you. 
Rejoice and be glad! 
Yours is the kingdom of God! 
 

2. Blest are they, 
the lowly ones; 
they shall inherit the earth. 
Blest are they 
who hunger and thirst; 
they shall have their fill. REFRAIN. 
 
 

3. Blest are they 
who show mercy; 
mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, 
the pure of heart 
they shall see God! REFRAIN. 
 

4. Blest are they 
who seek peace; 
they are the children of God. 
Blest are they 
who suffer in faith; 
the glory of God is theirs. REFRAIN. 
 

5. Blest are you 
who suffer hate, 
all because of me. 
Rejoice, be glad, 
yours is the kingdom; 
shine for all to see. REFRAIN. 
Words: David Haas, ©1985 GIA Publications, Inc. 
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*SHARING OF THE PEACE     
The peace of the Lord be with you all! And also with you. 
 

OFFERING   
 

OFFERING MUSIC    “In a Lowly Manger Born”  arr. Raabe               Chancel Choir  
  
*OFFERING PRAYER 
Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. Receive 
these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and shape us as 
people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our 
Savior, Amen. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION  
The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod 
bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. Amen. 
 

*HYMN   “Rise Up, O Saints of God!”  (#669:1, 2, 3, 5)        

 *DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  Follow the way of Jesus.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  “Processional”  Handel / arr. Medlock 

Liturgy reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #SB165193.   
Lyrics of music in this service reprinted by permission of  
ONE LICENSE #A-709774 and CCLI license #1509573. All rights reserved. 

1. Rise up, O saints of God! 
From vain ambitions turn; 
Christ rose triumphant that your 
hearts with nobler zeal might burn. 
 

2. Speak out, O saints of God! 
Despair engulfs earth’s frame; 
as heirs of God’s baptismal grace, 
the word of hope proclaim. 

3. Rise up, O saints of God! 
The kingdom’s task embrace; 
redress sin’s cruel consequence; 
gives justice larger place. 
 

5. Commit your hearts to seek 
the paths which Christ has trod; 
and, quickened by the Spirit’s pow’r, 
rise up, O saints of God! 
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Mardi Gras Potluck Party:  Please mark your  calendars for  our  next fellowship 
event! We had so much fun during our previous event we are looking forward to 
hosting  another once again! Sunday, February 19th at 4:00 PM in the Social Hall. 
Please look forward to Sign-up Genius link coming soon.  
 

Youth and Family Events:  
See bulletin inserts  and bulletin board for complete information.  
February 11th & 12th: Hoagie Sale Pick-up  
February 26th: Rock Climbing at Philadelphia Rock Gym in Oaks.  
Please Contact Norma Grosick with questions at: 610-487-5673. 
 

Ash Wednesday Services: Will be on February 22, 2023. There will be two 
services scheduled at Jerusalem Church. First service will be at 12PM in the 
Social Hall and second service at 7:30PM combined service with friends from 
Heidelberg Church in the JELC Sanctuary. If transportation is needed for 
members wanting to attend service at 12PM but unable to drive please call the 
church office for transportation arrangements.  
 

Yoga Classes: All are welcomed! Monday Evenings at 6 PM. Br ing a bottle of 
water, yoga mat, and yoga blocks if you have them. Feel free to reach out to Carrie by 
phone or text at 610-999-8404 or via email at: psunow@msn.com.  
 

Online Giving:  Please scan the attached QR code  for  online giving or  
to set-up automatic recurring payments if desired.  

COMING EVENTS & NOTES... 

mailto:psunow@msn.com
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PRAYER CONCERNS…. 

PRAYERS FOR SPIRITUAL, PHYSICAL HEALING & RENEWAL 
Suzanne Banyacsky, Jeanne Bullard, Anne Fisher, Elaine Frank, Pat Giarrocco,  
Elsie Green, Aaron Hamlin, Marion Herden, Ida Lance, Dr. Lyman Lundeen,  

George Miller, Gene & Pat Miesse, Tonya Nagel, Janet Neumann, Joseph Pelley,  
Bernie Slemmer, Billy Sox, Rocky Weikel, Gail Wetzel, Ed Witte, & Marie Wolfe.   

 

ONGOING PRAYERS 
Barbara Augastine, Brenda Belville, Reba Boll, Paul Carr, Garrett Coyne,  

DaSilva Family, Bryan Delowery, Rita Dickey, Scarlett Eccker,  
Betty Erwin, Debbie Feichthaler, Kenny Goldfeder, Maureen Garrett, Stephen Garrett,  

Susanna Gregor, Kristina Hering, Debbie Hershberger,  
Morgan (Smith) Jordan, Gayle Joseph, Dorothy Kovacs, Debra Lerfald,  

Jane & John Markley, Peggy O’Bryan, Barbara Padworny, Susan Pongras, Barbara Rex,  
Albert Robinson, Dorothy Seitz, Amy Schlitter, Karen Smith, Lisa Smith,  

Elaine Troisi, Underkoffler Family, Dave Umbach, Sue Wentzel, & Don Whitko.  
 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY 
Cameron Cook, Timothy Donley, David Ellis, Dennis Flynn Jr.,  

Chuck Jefferis, Patrick Kelly, Michael Radicioni, & William Reimers.  

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS SERVING TODAY   

Altar Guild: Louise Hunsicker  and Rose Koehler  
Counters: Tim & Nancy Arnold 

Banners: Louise Hunsicker , Carol  & John Souder   

8:30 AM   
Ushers: Paul Ensminger ,  
               John Markley 
 

 Acolyte: Claire Jonassen  
         Lector:  Marcia Ehrhar t 


