
 

Mission Statement 

SOW. The Gospel of Jesus the Christ to all generations 

GROW. His followers into spiritually mature disciples 

GO. Back into the world to serve others in His name 

 

December 5, 2021 
 

Second Sunday of Advent  
 

8:30 AM & 11:00 AM  Worship Services 

311 Second Street Schwenksville, PA  19473 

Phone - 610-287-7104     Fax - 610-287-7992   

Email - jelcsecretary@verizon.net 

Web Site: www.jelc.org   
 

https://jelc.org/
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Sunday, December 5 ASP Breakfast    
  7:30-11AM         ASP Breakfast (SH)                   
  8:30 & 11 AM   In-person & live stream  
                               worship service  
  9:45 AM   Christian Education  
 Monday, December 6 6:30 PM    Pageant Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
  7:00 PM   JLNSDC Board Meeting (SH) 
Tuesday, December 7 7:30 PM    Virtual Finance Meeting 
Wednesday, December 8 6:30 PM   Chancel Choir  
  8:00 PM    Steeple Ringers 
  8:00 PM    Schwenksville Borough Mtg  
  8:00 PM    AA Meeting (YC)  
Thursday, December 9 Chrismon Tree Set-up 
  7:30 PM   Adoration  
Saturday, December 11 9:00 AM   Chrismon Tree Decorating  
Sunday, December 12 8:30 & 11 AM   In-person & live stream  
      worship service  
  9:45 AM   Christian Education    

Welcome! We are so glad you have chosen to join with us today as 
we gather in worship to give thanks to our gracious and loving God. 
Many have found this community helpful for their spiritual journey.  
We hope you find in us the open and welcoming arms of God. 
   

If you have particular needs and/or questions please speak with an  
usher. Again, thanks for spending a little time with us. 

THIS WEEK AT JERUSALEM 

WELCOME 

The People of Jerusalem Congregation, Ministers 
Reverend Stanley Steele, Pastor 

 

David A. Crist, Director of Music      
Glenda Ortiz, Secretary 

  

OFFICE HOURS 
Tue thru Thurs 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM  Closed Fridays 

 Phone: 610-287-7104      
Email - jelcsecretary@verizon.net 

 

Pastor Stan’s Cell Phone: 240-707-1969 Email: gstan.steele@gmail.com 
 

 David Crist: 610 489-3320    Email: da1crist@protonmail.com 
    Jerusalem Lutheran Nursery School and Day Care 610-287-6360 
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WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE    “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”  Ashdown 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who alone does wonders, 
who lifts up the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God for whom we wait, 
in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. 
We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
We find our sense of self in material wealth. 
We fear those different from ourselves. 
We forget that we are your children 
and turn away from your love. Forgive us, Blessed One, 
and assure us again of your saving grace. Amen. 
 

God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
You are children of the Most High, 
inheritors of the eternal promise, 
and recipients of divine mercy. 
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. Amen. 
 

*HYMN  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”      (#254: 1) 
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth Thou art, 
dear desire of ev’ry nation, joy of ev’ry longing heart. 
 
*GREETING  
 

*KYRIE (SUNG)  
Response: Lord, have mercy.   
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*BLESSING AND LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise to bring forth a shoot 
from the stump of Jesse who will bring justice to the poor, who will de-
liver the needy and crush the oppressor, who will stand as a signal of 
hope for all people. As we light these candles, turn our wills to bear the 
fruit of repentance, transform our hearts to live in justice and harmony 
with one another, and fix our eyes on the root of Jesse, Jesus Christ, the 
hope of all nations.  
 

O people of hope, come, 
let us rejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord. Amen. 
 

*HYMN  “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”      (#240: 2) 
Light two candles to watch for Messiah:  
let the light banish darkness. 
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,  
gently lead them homeward. 
Words: Wayne L. Wold, ©1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

SCRIPTURE    Today’s Readings insert 
with Psalmody chanted responsively by Cantor and Congregation 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
ALL:  Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go? 
           You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
 

*GOSPEL READING   
P: The holy gospel according to Luke.  C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

The gospel concludes 
P: The gospel of the Lord.     C: Praise to you, O Christ.     
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
                                                                                                   

SERMON  'Ghost of Christmas Past'   
 

*HYMN   “Comfort, Comfort Now My People”    (#256: 1, 2) 
Comfort, comfort now my people; tell of peace!” So says our God. 
Comfort those who sit in darkness mourning under sorrow’s load. 
To God’s people now proclaim that God’s pardon waits for them! 
Tell them that their war is over; God will reign in peace forever. 
 

For the herald’s voice is crying in the desert far and near, 
calling us to true repentance, since the reign of God is here. 
Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way. 
Valleys, rise to greet the savior; hills, bow down in humble favor. 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  was crucified, died, and was  
buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose   
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of  
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,   
        the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
        the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*PRAYERS OF  THE CHURCH 
  

*SHARING OF THE PEACE     
Please wave to maintain safe non-contact and social distancing.  
The peace of the Lord be with you all! And also with you. 
 

OFFERING  & OFFERING ANTHEM                   Chancel Choir 
                       “Every Valley, Every Mountain” arr. Wold   
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our 
lives to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us 
as we meet you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway 
and our peace. Amen. 
 

 *GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our 
thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE 
 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   (see insert)                  
 

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom     
       come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,             
        as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into   
        temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,      
        and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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* INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 

LAMB OF GOD (see insert) 
 

*DISTRIBUTION 
Come forward down the center aisle. Empty Communion cups and pre-filled cups 
with grape juice will also be available in a tray on harpsichord. Pastor will  
distribute communion wafers. Communion Assistant will pour wine from chalice 
for those who choose an empty communion cup. Parishioners may kneel by the 
altar rail on the kneeling cushions or remain standing if desired. Empty cups may 
be placed in baskets by the side aisles. Pre-packaged sealed communion cups 
will be available in a tray on harpsichord if sealed wafers and grape juice are 
preferred. If desired sealed cups can be taken back to pews.  
 

*COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

Lay Communion ministers come to the rail during Canticle 
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE   (#313:1)  (see insert) 

 

BLESSING OF LAY COMMUNION MINISTERS 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

*BLESSING  
 

*HYMN   “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”    (#249: 1, 2, 3, 5) 
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings  
glad tidings of the King of kings! 
 

Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin;  
make straight the way for God within, 
and let us all our hearts prepare  
for Christ to come and enter there. 
 

We hail You as our Savior,  
Lord, our refuge and our great reward; 
without Your grace we waste away  
like flow’rs that wither and decay. 
 

All praise to You, eternal Son,  
whose advent has our freedom won, 
Whom with the Father we adore,  
and Holy Spirit, evermore. 
 

*DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is near. Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  “Trumpet Voluntary”  Dupuis   

Lyrics of music in this service reprinted by permission of  
ONE LICENSE #A-709774 and CCLI license #1509573. All rights reserved. 
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Advent Sunday Sermon Series is titled 'The Redemption of 
Scrooge.'  Go from “Bah, Humbug!” to a Blessed Advent and Merry 
Christmas. Ebenezer Scrooge is a man in dire need of a second chance. 
Is redemption possible for such a greedy, dark and sad character? The 
Redemption of Scrooge, from Matt Rawle’s The Pop in Culture Series, 
shows us how the teachings of Jesus can be found in Dickens’ Christmas 
classic. From the ghosts of Christmas past, to the Life of the present, and 
the resurrection of Christmas future, this Advent series will “bless 
us every one” and reinvigorate our spiritual journeys as we look at this 
familiar story through the lens of faith. Pastor Stan will craft sermons 
around this series and possibly offer some acting scenes as well.  
 

Chrismon Tree: We are seeking volunteers to help tr im the  
Chrismon tree on Saturday, December 11th at 9:00 AM.  
 

Christmas Bags: For  our  Sunshine Fr iends will be hanging in the 
Narthex until December 12th. A list of their names is on the window sill. 
 

Staff Appreciation Gift: We are now collecting donations for  the 
staff Christmas gift for Pastor Stan, David and Glenda. If you are able 
and would like to donate toward this gift, please use the Staff  
Appreciation Gift envelope included with your packet of envelopes 
mailed to you quarterly or use the envelope included with the Bulletin.  
You can deliver it at worship on December 5th, 12th or 19th, or you can 
mail it in to the office. If you don’t have an envelope, you can simply 
write a check and mark “Staff Christmas Gift” on the memo line. We 
need to have these donations in hand by December 19 in order to be able 
to present them by Christmas.  
 

Mark your Calendar: This year  we will have our  traditional three 
Christmas Eve services at 4 PM (Children’s Christmas Pageant), and  
7 PM & 10 PM candlelight service with Holy Communion. No sign-up 
is required. Also,  please note that on December 26th we will be having 
a single worship service with lessons and carols at 9:30 AM.  
 

Hurricane Ida Relief: Members of our  community and congregation 
have entrusted the JELC congregational council with the distribution of 
donated funds to local people whose homes have been damaged by  
Hurricane Ida.  If you or someone you know is in need of financial  
support due to Hurricane Ida, please obtain a form from the church  
office or reach out to Andy Englehart (andrew.englehart@gmail.com). 
 

  

COMING EVENTS & NOTES... 

mailto:andrew.englehart@gmail.com
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       Altar Flowers are presented by Robin Schlichter in honor of  
parents Mary & Roger Schlichter’s 53rd wedding anniversary.  

 

Altar Guild:  Renee Bar tlett, Janet Luyben,  
Diane Martin & Ardie Musselman  

Counters: Tony & Anna Marie Damiani   
Banners: Louise Hunsicker  & Carol Souder   

PRAYER CONCERNS…. 

PRAYERS FOR SPIRITUAL, PHYSICAL HEALING & RENEWAL 
 

Betty Annis, Barbara Augastine, Brenda Belville, Jim Bender,  
Kent Bentchler, Renee Boll, Paul Carr, Susan Cicchetti, Renee Cohen,  

Ernie & Noel Cole, Diane Corso, Garrett Coyne, Bill & Mary Cressman, 
DaSilva Family, Bryan Delowery, Rita & Skip Dickey, Joe Dildine,  

Scarlett Eccker, Betty Erwin, Debbie Feichthaler, Carolyn Ford,  
Maureen Garrett, Stephen Garrett, Kenny Goldfeder, Sadie Grater,  
Susanna Gregor, Christine Halter, Aaron Hamlin, Kristina Hering,  

Marion Herden, Debbie Hershberger, Larry Hostetter, 
 Morgan (Smith) Jordan, Gayle Joseph, Mason Kazmar, Dennis Kohrherr,  
Carol Horrocks, Dorothy Kovacs, Lory Leiby, Debra Lerfald, Paul Lotz,  

John & Jane Markley, Roderick Matthews, Molly McDaniel,  
Diane Moore Christian, Janet Neumann, Peggy O’Bryan, Fred Orrik,  
Barbara Padworny, Susan Pongras, Howard Rentchler, Virginia Rex,  

Albert Robinson, Dorothy Seitz, Amy Schlitter, Bernie Slemmer,  
Karen Smith, Lisa Smith, Chuck Stauber,  Donna Stevenson,  

Lou & Elaine Troisi, Underkoffler Family, Dee Walsworth, Sue Wentzel,  
& Don Whitko.  

 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY 
Tony Bennett, Cameron Cook, Timothy Donley, David Ellis,  

Dennis Flynn Jr., Chuck Jefferis, Patrick Kelly, Michael Radicioni,  
& William Reimers.  

ASSISTING MINISTERS SERVING TODAY   

8:30 AM 
Ushers:  John Markley  
Greeter: Joan Connolly  
Cantor: Andy Englehar t  
Lector & Communion Assiatant:  
       Robin Schlichter 

Stream Team: TBA    

11:00 
Ushers: Linda Kehs &  
               Mike Kehs  
Tech Team: Fred Poust &  
                      Zaidy Ortiz  
 


