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Looking Ahead










Thursday, April 1 - 7:30 PM: Maundy Thursday in-person & live streamed worship service
Friday, April 2 - 7:30 PM: Good Friday in-person & live streamed worship service
Saturday, April 3 - 4:00 PM: Steepleringers rehearsal
Sunday, April 4 - Easter Sunday: 8:00 AM in-person Sunrise service at Ott’s Exotic Plants
10:00 AM in-person & live streamed worship service at JELC
Monday, April 5 - 7:00 PM: JLNS&DC Board Meeting (SH)
Sunday, April 11 - 9:30 AM: in-person & live streamed worship service
Tuesday, April 13 - 7:30 PM: Council Meeting
Sunday, April 18 - 9:30 AM: in-person & live streamed worship service
Sunday, April 25 - 9:30 AM: in-person & live streamed worship service

 Maundy Thursday - April 1st - 7:30 PM in person & live-streamed worship service with communion
and stripping of the Altar.
 Good Friday - April 2nd - 7:30 PM in person & live-streamed worship service.
 Easter Sunday – April 4th -8 AM - abbreviated in-person outdoor service at Ott’s; with communion; wear masks;
bring your own chairs; if inclement weather, this service is canceled.
-10 AM - at Jerusalem Lutheran Church, in-person & live-streamed worship service with
communion; SignUpGenius required to attend. In lieu of Easter flowers, offering
suggested to benefit Daily Bread Community Food Pantry. (Make check out & mail directly
to the Food Pantry or make out check to JLC with note in memo section
designating the Food Pantry.)

Good News Deadline
GOOD NEWS DEADLINE For the MAY Edition is
SUNDAY, APRIL 18TH!
Please send all submissions to jelcsecretary@verizon.net or drop off at
the Church office.
Shop at AmazonSmile and Support Jerusalem Lutheran Church
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support our church every time you shop, at no cost to
you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and
convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of
the purchase price to your charitable organization.
Search for Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church.
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New Beginnings...
After a period of time getting ready we are now at the cusp of this new chapter in
all our lives. For me it is a time of moving, unpacking, and getting acquainted with a
new area and a new congregation. For you it is a time to become acquainted with a
new pastor. I as well as you have certain expectations of each other. I have learned
over the years of experience that expectations are very important, especially those left unsaid. When we have
certain expectations and do not share them with each other it can, and often does lead to disappointment. In
this vein I would invite you to share your expectations of me as I will share mine. It is likely we may not fulfill all expectation, but by sharing we have open a dialog/conversation with each other and hopefully we build
trust. When trust is weaken or lost it is difficult to regain. So let me begin with some of my expectations and
description of who I am according to me!
I am a southern by birth who has lived in the northeast for 42 years which my relatives in the south believe
makes me more of a northerner at this point. I love the food, people, beaches, sports and openness of the
south. I have also come to enjoy the food of this area especially Italian food! I support all Philadelphia teams,
as well as the Baltimore Ravens. I like the Jersey Shore although the ocean is always to cold for my taste and I
also have come to appreciate the openness of folks here. I am soon to be a grandfather with the birth by our
daughter Victoria of her and Jackson her husband of their first child, it's a Girl! Not sure if Andrew or
Rachael will get there but love them always. Andrew is a Vice President of Development, i.e. fund
development for Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services. He spent five years at ELCA church wide
doing the same work. He lived in South Africa for a year and loves that country as well as Lesotho, a small
country surrounded by South Africa. Victoria and Jackson are both elementary school teachers in a Title 1
school in Montgomery County, Maryland. Rachael works in a preschool and Stephane my wife is a Lutheran
Pastor who is chaplain to two retirement communities in Maryland. I have a brother and cousins in South
Carolina, my home state where I also attended the University of South Carolina - go Gamecocks!!
A short list of some of my expectations are:
Prayers, that you pray for me as I will for you
1. Honesty to and from you
2. Transparency on all matters except those that need to be kept confidential
3. Sense of humor, I have a dry humor which you will experience so please laugh with me even in worship
4. I will offer my opinion as appropriate and I will respect your opinions
I hope you will share with me your hopes, your dreams, your frustrations, your joys as I will mine as
appropriate.
There are some others but the furniture folks just called and I need to meet them for the delivery to my rental
condo in Biltmore Estates in Skippack, a very nice town as you know. I look forward to our new journey of
joys and hope.
Blessings and Peace,

Pastor Stan

3

Council Meeting Highlights
March 9, 2021 Regular Meeting
 Christian Education will send out an email to the teachers and parents of the young Sunday school
students to see if they would be interested in having in-person classes in the Church Social Hall.
The Committee will also send out an email and place an article in the Good News about the
1st Communion Class to help make sure all those eligible will be contacted.
 As a donation from the Care Team, a spray of live flowers will be placed on the hanging cross in the
Sanctuary for Easter.
 The Balla family will present an abbreviated reenactment of the crucifixion at the Good Friday service.
 There will be a sign hung up at Ott’s advertising the Easter Service.
 Council will look into alternatives to our current fire alarm system provider to achieve more satisfactory
service.
 Council was given the phone number (610-313-1000) for Covid vaccines at Norristown State Hospital.
 Council reviewed all the committees at JLC and identified those committees that are essential to
successfully continue our ministry. This conversation will continue at the Council Retreat on April 10th.

THE ASP mission trip is tentatively planned for this summer and we have a crew
that has been waiting for two years to make this trip.
We have come up with a creative way of supporting the ASP trip this year since we
cannot hold the typical fundraisers.
If you would like to donate to ASP, we are asking you to put your donation in
the heating envelope or an envelope marked heating between March 15th and
September 1st.
PLEASE MAKE THIS CONTRIBUTION IN ADDITION TO YOUR NORMAL DONATION.
We will use that donation for current expenses since our giving is down. We will
then take the same amount of your donation and donate that amount to ASP out
of our Benevolence fund.
This is a way of boosting our much needed current fund while also supporting ASP.
In the event that ASP is cancelled this year the funds will be saved for a future trip.

ANNOUNCEMENT
ENSMINGER SCHOLARSHIP - 2021
If you are a high school senior or any member of JELC who is planning on continuing further
education, then we have news for you.
The Reverend Kenneth S. Ensminger Scholarship was established in 1994 to honor Pastor Emeritus
Kenneth S. Ensminger, former pastor of Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church. Since 1994, one or more
scholarships have been awarded each year to members of Jerusalem Lutheran Church who are seeking further
education. To date, the number of scholarships awarded totals 52.
The application for the scholarship is contained in this issue of the Good News and will also appear
in the Good News for next month as well. Applications will also be available in the Church office. If you
have any questions or concerns while completing this application, then please contact Carol or John Souder
at 610-287-8651.
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THE REVEREND KENNETH S. ENSMINGER SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION for 2021
We realize that this year has been impacted by the Covid virus, but please answer all items completely and
accurately. The deadline for submission of the application is Sunday, May 2, 2021. Please hand deliver or
mail your completed application to John and Carol Souder: 304 Adrain Road, Collegeville, PA 19426, or
give your application to the Church Secretary, Glenda Ortiz.
Eligibility requirements are that each applicant must be a member of Jerusalem Lutheran Church (one year
minimum) and a high school graduate, graduating senior, or any member planning to continue further
education.
All applications will be reviewed by the Scholarship Committee. Scholarship(s) will be awarded based on
the three main areas listed on this application: Scholarship; Service/Activities at JELC; Service/ Activities
in School and Community. One to three scholarships will be presented this year based on the By-Laws of
the Ensminger Scholarship Fund.
Full Name:
Address:
________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: ___________________________

Date of Birth: ___________________

Mother’s Name: _______________________

Telephone: _____________________

Mother’s Address (if different): _______________________________________________
Father’s Name:_________________________

Telephone: ______________________

Father’s Address (if different): _________________________________________________
List Siblings (name and age)
_____________________________________

________________________________

Name of High School you attend (attended): ________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________

Date of Graduation: _______ GPA _________

Rank __________

1/2
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Out of __________

List Awards/Honors received during High School:

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Attach or have sent your Official Transcript. The information must be received by Sunday, May 2, 2021.

On a separate sheet(s) of paper complete the following:
1. List the JELC Service/Activities in which you have participated:
2. List your High School Service/Activities:
3. List your Community Service/Activities:
4. Select two of the activities in which you have participated and on a separate sheet of paper, describe how you have personally benefited from each activity.
5. List colleges, universities or other schools to which you have applied and/or been accepted and
indicate your choice if you have made one.
6. List your choice of major or specialization.
7. Write a brief paragraph stating your reasons for wanting to pursue your chosen career.
Please submit at least two letters of recommendation from people (not related to you) who can comment on
your activities, work habits, achievements and character. All letters of recommendation and the completed
application must be submitted by Sunday, May 2, 2021. Should you have any questions or require any clarification, please contact the Souders at 610-287-8651.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT
I acknowledge that all the information contained in this application is original, accurate and complete to the
best of my knowledge and that it is made in good faith.
___________________________________________
Applicant Signature

___________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Dated: ________________________

Dated: _____________________

2/2
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CARE TEAM

Sunshine Friends Birthdays
Bill Cressman - April 17th
Lucy Reed - May 4th; June Kolb - May 17th

"He is not here;
he has risen!"
Luke 24:6-7

The Old Rugged Cross
On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, the emblem of suff’ring and shame;
And I love that old cross where the Dearest and Best for a world of lost sinners was slain.
Refrain:
So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, till my trophies at last I lay down;
I will cling to the old rugged cross, and exchange it someday for a crown.
Oh, that old rugged cross, so despised by the world, as a wondrous attraction for me;
For the dear Lamb of God left His glory above to bear it to dark Calvary. Refrain
In that old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine, a wondrous beauty I see,
For ’twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died, to pardon and sanctify me. Refrain
To the old rugged cross I will ever be true; its shame and reproach gladly bear;
Then He’ll call me someday to my home far away, where His glory forever I’ll share. Refrain

Easter Prayer By the Rev. Michaela Youngson
When everything was dark and it seemed that the sun would never shine again,
your love broke through. Your love was too strong, too wide, too deep for death to hold.
The sparks cast by your love dance and spread and burst forth with resurrection light.
Gracious God, we praise you for the light of new life made possible through Jesus.
We praise you for the light of new life that shone on the first witnesses of resurrection.
We praise you for the light of new life that continues to shine in our hearts today.
We pray that the Easter light of life, hope and joy will live in us each day;
and that we will be bearers of that light into the lives of others. Amen
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS

01 Brett Poust
02 James Kohler, Kaelan Kulishoff
Kate Vossen
03 Laura Charles, Devin Scott
04 Rose Koehler, Michelle Waltimyer, Marie Mancini
06 Michael Mancini, Sam Vossen
07 Chrysta Stever Hooper, Kent Ziegler
08 Jessica Erb, Steve Lonesky
09 Jim Koehler
12 Ashley Gilbert, David Wood
15 Brian, Moffo, Linda Sheets
16 Christopher Fallon,
17 Bill Cressman
18 Stacey King
19 Dan Bartlett, Stacey Wisniewski, Eric Gilbert
21 Aaron Fry, Lindsay Fry
24 Anne Fisher, Jackson King
27 Leslie Leben
28 Matthew Cornell, Joseph Molitoris
30 Heather Rhoads Johnson

Happy 90th to Anne Fisher!!
“ Birthdays come and birthdays go
as year after year unfolds,
but this one is exceptional…
you are 90 years old”
Many blessings to you dear Anne on
this very special milestone!

Thank You
Dear Jerusalem Family,
Thank you so much for the birthday cards so many of you sent in November.
I enjoyed every one. I had to move to Savannah to live with my daughter. I will
miss all of my friends at church. I wish you all good health and happiness.
Sincerely,
Marie Kehs

Dear Jerusalem Church,
Thank-you for giving to the Daily Bread Community Pantry in
2020. We appreciate you thinking of us. It is a true show of your
faith in action. We received 181.2 pounds in kind giving and
$3,200.00 in cash giving.
Your generosity has helped us to serve 2,947 households
(10,113 individuals) coming multiple times in 2020 for food.
We could not further our mission without your support.
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We would like to request cards of well
wishes to our brother and sister in Christ,
Bill and Mary Cressman as they have
been recovering from a rough path on the
road. Both are doing well, but we would
like some extra cheer sent their way.
Please send cards to their mailing
address at:
1600 Black Rock Road
North Building, Room N-206
Royersford, PA 19468

JERUSALEM LUTHERAN NURSERY SCHOOL AND DAY CARE CENTER

In April, the children and staff at Jerusalem Lutheran Day Care are looking forward to a
month filled with joy and celebration. As we prepare for the Easter holiday, we can’t wait to
decorate, hide and hunt for eggs. In addition, we will be holding an Easter parade throughout
the neighborhood. We will be promenading up and down Second Street wearing our fanciest
Easter bonnets and finest bunny ears. We will also enjoy an Easter party will lots of delicious treats. Next,
we will be celebrating The W eek of the Y oung Child from April 10th-16th. Due to COVID-19, we were
unable to celebrate this special week last year. Therefore, this year we are planning to honor the children
with a variety of extra fun and exciting activities. For example, we have some amazing art projects planned,
along with a visit from the Kona Ice truck, and a few surprises added in throughout the week. Lastly, we are
very thankful for each precious boy and girl which God has sent to JLNS&DC. It is our sincere hope and
desire they will experience God’s love and blessings not only in April but all throughout the year!
Tell a Friend: Jerusalem Lutheran Nursery School is currently registering three, four and five year old
children for the 2021-2022 school year. In addition, Jerusalem Lutheran Day Care is accepting registrations
for our Kindergarten Enrichment program along with our Before and After School program for students in
grades 1st through 5th for the coming school year. For more information on these programs, please call the
JLNS&DC office at 610-287-6360.
Recently, while the weather was cold and dreary, the JLDC staff was busy dreaming about sunny days and
warm temperatures as we planned for our Summer Camp 2021. We are looking forward to 9 weeks of
nonstop fun and excitement. Please see the camp themes and descriptions. Summer Camp is open to children
ages 13 months through 5th grade. For more information, please call the JLNS&DC office.
Reminder: Like us on Facebook to see all the latest happenings at Jerusalem Lutheran Nursery School and
Day Care.
Jerusalem Lutheran Day Care Summer Camp 2021
Week 6: August 2 to August 6
Shark Week

Week 1: June 28 to July 2
Camp Kick Off

Duunnn Dunn Duuuunnnn Duun
Duunnnnnnnnn Dun Dun Dun Dun.
Hammerheads and Great White Sharks are swimming
toward summer camp. “Everybody Outta the Water!”

Yippee! Summer Camp officially begins.
Here comes the fun: sprinkler days, nature
hikes, awesome art projects, and cool cooking activities.
It’s going to be a hot time at JLDC!

Week 7: August 9 to August 13
Slime Time

Week 2: July 6 to July 9
The Great Outdoors

Ooey, gooey, squishy, squashy; this week we
are making all kinds of slime. Prepare to “get
slimed!”

It’s the Call of the Wild. We are
headed outside to explore and dicover all that nature has to
offer.

Week 3: July 12 to July 16
Carnival Craziness
Step right up, boys and girls. Try
your luck at some exciting games
of skill and chance. Don’t worry; everyone is a winner!

Week 8: August 16 to August 20
For the Birds

We are going to flock together as we learn
about many fascinating feathered friends. Whooo’s ready to
join us?

Week 9: August 23 to August 26
Test Your Taste Buds

Week 4: July 19 to July 23
Craft and Create

We will be whipping up some delectable
dishes. Your taste buds will be tested,
tempted, and tantalized!

Let’s get creative as we enjoy a week
filled with amazing arts and crafts
projects.

Week 5: July 26 to July 30
Olympic Challenge Week

We are going to Tokyo for the Summer
Olympics. Put on your running shoes and “Let’s go for the
Gold!”
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Finance Committee
Feb-21

Total Current Expenses

TREASURER EXPENSE REPORT FEBRUARY 2021
YTD
BUDGET

YTD 2021

YTD 2020

YTD 2019

$15,323

$27,802

$40,270

$42,830

$27,301

Benevolence Expenses

$2,834

$2,834

$3,866

$2,833

$1,333

Capital Expenses

$1,978

$1,978

$646

$0

$6,065

$20,135

$32,614

$44,782

$45,663

$34,699

Total Expenses

Expenses for non-budgeted programs YTD through 2/28/21 were as follows
Food Pantry
World Hunger
Lutheran World Relief
ASP MAJC

$350

Memorials
Puppet Ministry
World Vision
Flowers
Ensminger Scholarship
Confirmation
Puppet Ministry
Library
Lutheran Disaster Response
Total for non-budgeted programs

$0

$0
$350

MONTHLY ATTENDANCE COMPARISONS

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
Yearly Totals:

2017
617
555
667
1306
550
421
562
343
565
811
586
1066
8049

2018
585
630
805
953
451
425
538
342
576
508
545
1248
7606

2019
403
461
546
871
357
405
368
305
493
423
455
924
6011
10

2020
469
509
0
0
0
0
56
126
101
110
117

2021
99
40

2020 SUM
469
978
978
978
0
0
1034
1160
1261
1371
1488

2021 SUM
99
139

FINANCIAL SECRETARY REPORT FEBRUARY 2021
Feb-21

YTD

YTD
BUDGET

Current Giving

$9,359

$20,280

$29,632

$27,554

$24,665

Other Current Income

$3,004

$5,909

$5,108

$11,180

$17,212

Total Current Income

$12,363

$26,189

$34,740

$38,734

$41,877

Benevolence Giving

$80

$190

$210

$174

$426

Total Benevolence Income

$80

$190

$4,536

$183

$434

Building Income

$721

$1,034

$598

$607

$1,665

$721

$1,034

$598

$607

$1,665

$13,164

$27,413

$39,874

$39,524

$43,976

YTD 2020

YTD 2019

Bequest Building
Total Building Income
Total Income
●

Income for non-budgeted programs YTD through 2/28/2021 was as follows

Music Ministry
ASP
Food Pantry
MAJC
Puppets
Ensminger Scholarship
Foundation Fund
VBS
World Hunger
Memorials
Staff Appreciation
TOTAL

Financial Secretary's Report
2/28/2021

$500
$130
$110
$0
$50
$20
$0
$0
$0
$0
$810

Budgeted Current Offering,
Year-to-Date:
$
29,632
Actual Current Offering,
Year-to-Date:
$
20,280
$

(9,352)

ACTUAL MONTHLY CURRENT OFFERING
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

2017
17,266
13,848
15,268
22,384
14,701
12,627
16,732
12,544
14,217
16,885
15,625
33,163

2018
14,347
15,848
17,437
19,143
12,407
12,799
14,469
10,252
15,857
13,466
18,973
32,082

2019
12,726
11,939
15,819
16,724
11,919
15,474
11,745
11,299
16,013
14,806
16,084
33,711

2020
13,124
14,430
12,223
11,495
9,246
14,104
17,264
13,541
13,190
14,187
14,624
28,383

Yearly Totals:

205,259

199,065

187,808

177,790
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2021 2020 SUM
10,921
13,124
9,359
27,554
39,777
51,672
61,539
75,644
92,908
106,448
119,639
133,783
148,406
177,790
177,790

2021
SUM
10,921
20,280

Communion

4
Easter Sunday
8:00 AM In-person sunrise service
at Ott’s Exotic plants.
10:00 AM In-person & live
streamed worship service in Sanctuary

11
9:30 AM In-person & live streamed
Worship Service
10:30 AM Confirmation Class
11:00 AM Virtual Sunday School

18
9:30 AM In-person & live streamed
Worship Service
10:30 AM Confirmation Class

Communion

11:00 AM Virtual Sunday School

May Good News
Deadline
25
9:30 AM In-person & live streamed
Worship Service
10:30 AM Confirmation Class
11:00 AM Virtual Sunday School

FRIDAY

4:00 PM Steepleringers

SATURDAY

April 2021
THURSDAY

2
Good Friday
7:30 PM Good Friday
service

10

WEDNESDAY

1 Maundy Thursday
7:30 PM Maundy
Thursday service

9

17

TUESDAY

8

16

MONDAY

7
6:30 PM Steepleringers

15

23

3

6

14
6:30 PM Steepleringers

22

30

Communion

5
7:00 PM JLNS&DC
Board Meeting (SH)

13

21
6:30 PM Steepleringers

29

24

12

20

28
6:30 PM Steepleringers

7:30 PM Council Mtg

19

27

Parament Color
April 1: Red
April 2: None
April 4, 11, 18,& 25: White
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Altar Guild
Renee Bartlett, Louise Hunsicker, Janet Luyben, Diane Martin
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Church Council Members for 2021
Tony Damiani
Andy Englehart
Sue Fulmer
Caesar Gorski, Jr.
Renee Bartlett

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Financial Secretary

Robin Fry
Becky Johnson
Paul Lotz
Janet Luyben

Diane Martin
Don Peters
Robin Schlichter

Give the Gift of Sight to Others –
Donate your old & unused
Eyeglasses
We thank you for your eyeglasses
donations.
The boxes filled with the collected glasses
will be sent to the Lions Club Eyeglass
Recycling Center in central NJ.
Your donated eyeglasses will make a great
difference in many people’s lives.
Give the gift of sight to others.
For more information about the NJ Lions Club
Eyeglass Recycling Center visit www.njlerc.org.

- Other Leaders -

Please call the church office to
schedule a drop-off.

Babs deFrenes - Care Team Chair
Bruce Fulmer - Finance Chair
Donna Wisniewski - Assistant Treasurer
Becky Dice - Assistant Financial Secretary

OFFICE HOURS
Tues., Wed., Thurs. (Closed Fri.)
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.,
Office Telephone: 610-287-7104
Office FAX: 610-287-7992
Website: www.jelc.org
Reverend Stanley Steele, Pastor
Glenda Ortiz, Secretary
jelcsecretary@verizon.net
David Crist, Director of Music
cell phone: 610-489-3320
Email: dcrist27@gmail.com
Jerusalem Lutheran Nursery
School & Day Care (JLNS&DC)
Telephone: 610-287-6360

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SINGLE SERVICE at 9:30 AM
in the SANCTUARY
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