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Looking Ahead










Sunday, March 7 - 9:30 AM: In person & live streamed worship service
Monday, March 8 - 7:00 PM: JLNS&DC Board Meeting
Tuesday, March 9 - 7:30 PM: Council Meeting
Sunday, March 14 - Daylight Savings Time begins: Spring Forward! Turn your clocks forward one hour !
Sunday, March 14 - 9:30 AM: In person & live streamed worship service
Wednesday, March 17 - St. Patrick’s Day
Sunday, March 21 - 9:30 AM: In person & live streamed worship service
Sunday, March 28 - Palm Sunday
Sunday, March 28 - 9:30 AM: In person & live streamed worship service

 Palm Sunday - March 28th - 9:30 AM in person & live-streamed worship service with communion.
 Maundy Thursday - April 1st - 7:30 PM in person & live-streamed worship service with communion
and stripping of the Altar.
 Good Friday - April 2nd - 7:30 PM in person & live-streamed worship service.
 Easter Sunday – April 4th -8 AM - abbreviated in-person outdoor service at Ott’s; with communion; wear masks;
bring your own chairs; if inclement weather, this service is canceled.
-10 AM - at Jerusalem Lutheran Church, in-person & live-streamed worship service with
communion; SignUpGenius required to attend. In lieu of Easter flowers, offering
suggested to benefit Daily Bread Community Food Pantry. (Make check out & mail directly
to the Food Pantry or make out check to JLC with note in memo section
designating the Food Pantry.)

Good News Deadline
GOOD NEWS DEADLINE For the APRIL Edition is
SUNDAY, MARCH 14 !
Please send all submissions to jelcsecretary@verizon.net or drop off at
the Church office.
Shop at AmazonSmile and Support Jerusalem Lutheran Church
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support our church every time you shop, at no cost to
you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and
convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of
the purchase price to your charitable organization.
Search for Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church.
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Council Meeting Highlights
January 26, 2021 Special Mtg. and February 9, 2021 Regular & Reorganizational Mtgs.
 Robin Fry, Becky Johnson and Diane Martin were appointed to Council.
 Christian Education will survey the teachers and parents of the young Sunday school students to see if
they would be interested in having in-person classes in the Church Social Hall.
 Council wants to encourage the congregation to use AmazonSmile and they will donate 0.5% of eligible
purchases to Jerusalem Lutheran Church - no fees, no extra cost.
 1st Communion for 5th graders/others will be planned for some time in 2021.
 Dates for Holy Week services have been scheduled for:
-Palm Sunday, March 28th, 9:30 AM
-Maundy Thursday, April 1st, 7:30 PM
-Good Friday, April 2nd, 7:30 PM
-Easter Sunday, April 4th, 8 AM at Ott’s and 10 AM at Jerusalem Church
(Please look for more details for each of these services in this Good News!)
Council will hold a retreat on April 10th.
 The following persons have been elected as officers of Council for 2021:
-Tony Damiani, President
-Andy Englehart, Vice President
-Sue Fulmer, Secretary
-Caesar Gorski, Jr., Treasurer; Donna Wiesnewski, Assistant
-Renee Bartlett, Financial Secretary; Becky Dice, Assistant

Pastoral Call Update
Dear JELC Congregation:
As I begin writing this, it is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent. A time when we think about the
eternal life God has given us through His Son Jesus Christ. Let us prepare for the day of the Lord and
rejoice in his resurrection.
During this Lenten period we will also be preparing as a congregation for the arrival of our new pastor,
Pastor Stanley Steele. Pastor Stan will be joining us and leading us in worship for the first time in his new
call on Sunday, March 28, 2021, Palm Sunday. I hope that you will all join me in welcoming Pastor Stan
and his wife Stephanie, also an ordained minister.
JELC congregation is fortunate to have several new members of congregational council on board. Over
the last month we have added four new council members: Robin Fry, Becky Johnson, Paul Lotz, and
Diane Martin. All have agreed to give of their time and themselves. Join me in thanking these new
members of council for committing their time and talents to help us move our congregation forward.
In addition to the new congregational council members, we have seven other council members that deserve
thanks for their continued service. Those members are Renee Bartlett, Andy Englehart, Susan Fulmer,
Caesar Gorski, Janet Luyben, Don Peters, and Robin Schlichter.
And last but certainly not least, special thanks are in order to David Crist, Glenda Ortiz, and
Michael Mancini for making it possible for all of us to worship both in person and by streaming of our
services.
God Bless,
Tony Damiani
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Finance Committee
FEBRUARY 2021
Below you will see the Finance Committee update for January 2021. Current Income exceeded Current
Expenses by $1,347. Current Giving was less than the amount from January 2020 by $2,203.
When looking at the decrease in giving, it is important to remember that January 2020 numbers reflect
pre-covid-19 vs the current covid-19 protocols.
Again, many thanks to Vicar Justin Marx who has been leading our services since January 1. We are most
grateful! Many thanks also to the volunteers who continue to assist with live streaming and recording our
services, those who serve as ushers and communion assistants, and the Altar Guild for setting up the altar
and preparing for communion.
To all who have continued to give on line or have mailed in their offering, thank you once again. It is truly
appreciated and helps to pay the ongoing expenses of Jerusalem’s ministry. We ask those of you who are
able to please continue to send your financial gifts to Jerusalem. We need to continue our giving in order to
be able to continue Jerusalem’s mission in this place.
And finally, thanks to David Crist and Glenda Ortiz for their efforts in getting information and our weekly
services out to the congregation during this period of social isolation. Everyone’s efforts have been truly
appreciated and help us all in continuing to feel connected.

CURRENT INCOME-JANUARY 2021
CURRENT
CURRENT
MONTH ACTUAL MONTH BUDGET
$13,826.00

$17,370.00

BUDGET
DEVIATION

ACTUAL YEAR BUDGET YEAR
TO DATE
TO DATE
$13,826.00

-$3,544.00

$17,370.00

DIFFERENCE
-$3,544.00

CURRENT GIVING-JANUARY 2021
CURRENT
CURRENT
MONTH ACTUAL MONTH BUDGET
$10,291.00

$14,816.00

BUDGET
DEVIATION

ACTUAL YEAR BUDGET YEAR
TO DATE
TO DATE
$10,291.00

-$4,525.00

$14,813.00

DIFFERENCE
-$4,522.00

CURRENT EXPENSES-JANUARY 2021
CURRENT
CURRENT
MONTH ACTUAL MONTH BUDGET
$12,479.00

$10,135.00

BUDGET
DEVIATON

ACTUAL YEAR BUDGET YEAR
TO DATE
TO DATE

$2,344.00

$12,479.00

$10,135.00

DIFFERENCE
$2,344.00

INCOME VS EXPENSES-JANUARY 2021
CURRENT
MONTH ACTUAL

ACTUAL YEAR
TO DATE

DIFFERENCEACTUAL VS
BUDGET

$1,347.00

$1,347.00

$1,200.00
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CARE TEAM

Sunshine Friends Birthdays
Jean Fulmer - March 9th & Lizzie Bence - March 19th

Be Thou my Vision

a traditional hymn from Ireland
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
thou my best thought both by day and by night, waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.
Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord.
Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r, raise thou me heav'n ward, O Pow'r of my pow'r.
Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise, thou mine inheritance, now and always:
thou and thou only, the first in my heart, great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.
Light of my soul, after victory won, may I reach heaven’s joys, O heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

St. Patrick Brings A Promise
Poet: Unknown
It ought to come in April, or, better yet, in May,
when everything is green as green - I mean St. Patrick's Day.
With still a week of winter this wearing of the green
seems rather out of season - it's rushing things, I mean.
But may be March is better when all is done and said:
St. Patrick brings a promise, of springtime just ahead!

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you;
and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.
Matthew 28:19-20
Here is a list of our Sunshine Friends and their addresses. Since we are unable to hand deliver
Easter cards this year, we encourage you to mail your cards directly to those listed below!
Lizzie Bence
1600 Black Rock Road
North Building, Room N-202
Royersford, PA 19468
Mary & Bill Cressman
1600 Black Rock Road
North Building, Room N-206
Royersford, PA 19468
Joe Dildine
1032 Scenic View Drive
Schwenksville, PA 19473
Jean Fulmer
20 Church Road
Schwenksville, PA 19473

June Kolb
Apartment 228
120 Buehrle Center
Topton, PA 19562
Lucy Reed
Room 203
300 Perkiomen Avenue
Schwenksville, PA 19473
Franklin Renninger
Room 208-B
Pennsburg Manor
530 Macoby Street
Pennsburg, PA 18073
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Helen Wells
Manatawny Manor,
Room 203-B
Old Schuylkill Road
Route 724
Pottstown, PA 19465
Janice & Ed Witte
Amity Place, Apt 423
139 Old Swede Road
Douglassville, PA 19518

Our Christian Sympathy is extended to the family & friends of
Mary Ellen Brown, relative of John & Karen Vossen
who entered into Eternal Life on January 13, 2021.
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.
2 Timothy 4:7

Thank You
Dear Friends,
Thank you for your generous gift to help
drive hunger from our communities, especially
during these difficult times brought by the
Covid-19 pandemic. Social distancing and
reduced travel may make our holiday look a
little different this year, but thanks to you,
individuals and families in our community will
have access to the food they need for a special
meal with their loved ones, and throughout the
season.
Philabundance is grateful for each and every
gift received to help us help neighbors in need.
We appreciate every donation as the lifeline it is
for those who are hungry. We remain committed
to supporting the good health, nutrition, and
safety of all our neighbors, through this crisis
and beyond.
On behalf of the entire Philbundance family,
and everyone who will receive the help they
need because of your generosity, thank you.
Stay safe and be well.

ANNOUNCEMENT
ENSMINGER SCHOLARSHIP - 2021
If you are a high school senior or any member of JELC who is planning on continuing further
education, then we have news for you.
The Reverend Kenneth S. Ensminger Scholarship was established in 1994 to honor Pastor Emeritus
Kenneth S. Ensminger, former pastor of Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church. Since 1994, one or more
scholarships have been awarded each year to members of Jerusalem Lutheran Church who are seeking further
education. To date, the number of scholarships awarded totals 52.
The application for the scholarship is contained in this issue of the Good News and will also appear
in the Good News for next month as well. Applications will also be available in the Church office. If you
have any questions or concerns while completing this application, then please contact Carol or John Souder
at 610-287-8651.
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THE REVEREND KENNETH S. ENSMINGER SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION for 2021
We realize that this year has been impacted by the Covid virus, but please answer all items completely and
accurately. The deadline for submission of the application is Sunday, May 2, 2021. Please hand deliver or
mail your completed application to John and Carol Souder: 304 Adrain Road, Collegeville, PA 19426, or
give your application to the Church Secretary, Glenda Ortiz.
Eligibility requirements are that each applicant must be a member of Jerusalem Lutheran Church (one year
minimum) and a high school graduate, graduating senior, or any member planning to continue further
education.
All applications will be reviewed by the Scholarship Committee. Scholarship(s) will be awarded based on
the three main areas listed on this application: Scholarship; Service/Activities at JELC; Service/ Activities
in School and Community. One to three scholarships will be presented this year based on the By-Laws of
the Ensminger Scholarship Fund.
Full Name:
Address:
________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: ___________________________

Date of Birth: ___________________

Mother’s Name: _______________________

Telephone: _____________________

Mother’s Address (if different): _______________________________________________
Father’s Name:_________________________

Telephone: ______________________

Father’s Address (if different): _________________________________________________
List Siblings (name and age)
_____________________________________

________________________________

Name of High School you attend (attended): ________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________

Date of Graduation: _______ GPA _________

Rank __________

1/2
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Out of __________

List Awards/Honors received during High School:

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Attach or have sent your Official Transcript. The information must be received by Sunday, May 2, 2021.

On a separate sheet(s) of paper complete the following:
1. List the JELC Service/Activities in which you have participated:
2. List your High School Service/Activities:
3. List your Community Service/Activities:
4. Select two of the activities in which you have participated and on a separate sheet of paper, describe how you have personally benefited from each activity.
5. List colleges, universities or other schools to which you have applied and/or been accepted and
indicate your choice if you have made one.
6. List your choice of major or specialization.
7. Write a brief paragraph stating your reasons for wanting to pursue your chosen career.
Please submit at least two letters of recommendation from people (not related to you) who can comment on
your activities, work habits, achievements and character. All letters of recommendation and the completed
application must be submitted by Sunday, May 2, 2021. Should you have any questions or require any clarification, please contact the Souders at 610-287-8651.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT
I acknowledge that all the information contained in this application is original, accurate and complete to the
best of my knowledge and that it is made in good faith.
___________________________________________
Applicant Signature

___________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Dated: ________________________

Dated: _____________________

2/2
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Happy Birthday
MARCH BIRTHDAYS

01 Nancy Arnold
02 Keith Douglass
03 Bonnie Clarke, Christopher Collins,
Noah Makarichev, Shannon Saeger,
Sean Weygand, Christina Ziegler
05 Cynthia Ziegler
08 Ella Gosch, Linda Molitoris
09 Jean Fulmer

10 Loretta Stever
14 Yvonne Heebner, Brett Kuiken, Carol Souder
18 Haleigh Cornell
23 Bill Boorse
24 Jocelyn Balla, Pam Radicioni
28 Dave McHugh
31 Adriana Cusumano

Dear JELC Family,
On March 31, 2021, my husband, Donald Whitko will celebrate his 90th birthday. He has been a member
of our church since 1966 and has served in many positions including: President of Church Council, Adult
Sunday School Class Teacher, Usher, and participated on the church's softball team and its bowling
team. . In 1985, our church celebrated its 150th Anniversary and Don wrote 52 historical vignettes, one to
be included in each week's church bulletin. The vignettes retold much of the history of the church, were
written in prose and original poetry, and often filled with humor. These were then compiled into a packet
and placed in the time capsule buried in the bowels of our church at the end of the yearlong celebration. It
would mean a great deal to our family if our church family celebrates with us on his milestone.
Our family is asking our church family and friends if they can send birthday cards to Don at our
mailing address to help make this birthday extra special. 623 Main St, Schwenksville, PA 19473
Thank you all very much,
Jean Whitko
JERUSALEM LUTHERAN NURSERY SCHOOL AND DAY CARE CENTER

Although the pandemic has brought many travel restrictions, the children and staff at
Jerusalem Lutheran Day Care have been enjoying some international “travel” lately as we
discover and explore a few faraway lands. To begin with, in February we had a wonderful
time learning about China as we celebrated the Chinese New Year. It is the Year of the Ox. The children
had a delightful time making Chinese lanterns, trying their hand at Chinese character writing, and participating in a dragon dance. At story time, we read some Chinese folktales such as Lon Po Po, a
version of Little Red Riding Hood, as well as The Runaway Wok, a tale about sharing and good fortune. In
addition, we feasted on delicious Chinese food one day for lunch. Our menu consisted of chicken, fried rice,
chow mein noodles, mandarin oranges and fortune cookies. It was a tasty way to end a week filled with fun
and learning.
Our next stop, as we travel the globe, will be Ireland as we prepare to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day this
month. We are looking forward to Irish music, crafts, stories and food as we explore the culture of the
Emerald Isle. We will be on the lookout for leprechauns, rainbows, and pots of gold along the way. We plan
to dance an Irish jig, eat some Irish potatoes and kiss a replica of the Blarney Stone. May the “Luck of the
Irish” be with us all! Finally, we will keep our passports handy for next month. Perhaps our “travels” will
take us to someplace warm and sunny!
Special thanks to JELC members, Terry and Natalie Bird for obtaining a grant in the amount of $250 from
the Thrivent Financial Action Team Program. The money will be used to purchase art supplies. The supplies
will be put to good use as the children create artwork and cards for the residents of local retirement homes
and Veterans centers. The Birds have obtained several Thrivent grants for JLNS&DC over the past few
years. We are extremely grateful for their kindness and support!
Presently, Jerusalem Lutheran Nursery School in enrolling three-, four-, and five-year-old children for the
2021-2022 school year. Classes are held on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 9:00 am until 11:30
am. For more information, please call the JLNS&DC office at 610 287-6360.
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SUNDAY

7
9:30 AM In-Person Worship Service
10:30 AM Confirmation Class (SH)
11:00 AM Virtual Sunday School
Communion

14 Daylight Savings Time
Begins - Spring Forward
9:30 AM In-Person Worship Service
10:30 AM Confirmation Class
11:00 AM Virtual Sunday School

April Good News
Deadline
21
9:30 AM In-Person Worship Service
10:30 AM Confirmation Class
11:00 AM Virtual Sunday School

Communion

28
Palm Sunday
9:30 AM In-Person Worship Service
10:30 AM Confirmation Class
11:00 AM Virtual Sunday School
Communion

March 2021

6

SATURDAY
5

13

FRIDAY

4

12

THURSDAY

3
6:30 PM Steepleringlers

11

WEDNESDAY

2

10
6:30 PM Steepleringlers

TUESDAY

1

9
7:30 PM Council Mtg

MONDAY

8
7:00 PM JLNS&DC
Board Meeting (YC)

Spring

20 First Day of

27

Parament Color
For March 7,14, 21, & 28: Purple

26

19

25

18

24
6:30 PM Steppleringlers

17 St. Patricks Day
6:30 PM Steppleringlers

23

31
6:30 PM Steppleringlers

16

22

30

15

29

Altar Guild
Diane Martin & Michelle Charles
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Church Council Members for 2021
Tony Damiani
Andy Englehart
Sue Fulmer
Caesar Gorski, Jr.
Renee Bartlett

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Financial Secretary

Robin Fry
Becky Johnson
Paul Lotz
Janet Luyben

Diane Martin
Don Peters
Robin Schlichter

Give the Gift of Sight to Others –
Donate your old & unused
Eyeglasses
We thank you for your eyeglasses
donations.
The boxes filled with the collected glasses
will be sent to the Lions Club Eyeglass
Recycling Center in central NJ.
Your donated eyeglasses will make a great
difference in many people’s lives.
Give the gift of sight to others.
For more information about the NJ Lions Club
Eyeglass Recycling Center visit www.njlerc.org.

- Other Leaders -

Please call the church office to
schedule a drop-off.

Babs deFrenes - Care Team Chair
Bruce Fulmer - Finance Chair
Donna Wisniewski - Assistant Treasurer
Becky Dice - Assistant Financial Secretary

OFFICE HOURS
Tues., Wed., Thurs. (Closed Fri.)
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.,
Office Telephone: 610-287-7104
Office FAX: 610-287-7992
Website: www.jelc.org
Glenda Ortiz, Secretary
jelcsecretary@verizon.net
David Crist, Director of Music
cell phone: 610-489-3320
Email: dcrist27@gmail.com
Jerusalem Lutheran Nursery
School & Day Care (JLNS&DC)
Telephone: 610-287-6360

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SINGLE SERVICE at 9:30 AM
in the SANCTUARY
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