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Looking Ahead
Sunday Worship Services 9:30 AM











Sunday, December 6 - 9:30 AM: Virtual live streamed worship service.
Monday, December 7 - 7:00 PM: JLNSDC Board Meeting (YC)
Tuesday, December 8 - 7:30 PM: Council Meeting
Saturday, December 12 - 2-3:30 PM: Pastoral Candidate Meet and Greet
Sunday, December 13 - 9:30 AM: In-person worship service, Pastoral Candidate Trial Sermon
Sunday, December 20 - 9:30 AM: In-person worship service
Thursday, December 24 - 7:00 PM: Christmas Eve worship service
Friday, December 25: Merry Christmas
Sunday, December 27 - 9:30 AM: In-person worship service
Thursday, December 31 - New Years Eve

Mark your Calendars
Dear JELC Congregation,
I regret to inform you that we will not have in-person worship, but will be going to virtual worship
(or streamed service) for November 29th and December 6th. This change was somewhat surprising. I did
not find out about this until Friday when I was informed that our bishop recommended that churches stop
in person services because Covid-19 cases are on the increase in PA. Our supply pastor, Vicar Stephen, has
decided to comply with the bishop’s recommendation.
At this point we are still planning to have in person service with our proposed pastoral candidate on
December 13th at 9:30 AM. And, we will still hold the meet and greet on December 12th from 2 PM until
3:30 PM. Finally, we are working on a plan to try and go back to in person service for December 20th and
Christmas Eve.
Mark the dates to meet the called candidate. Please sign up for meet and greet sessions by visiting
SignUp Genius link sent by email or by calling the office at 610-287-7104 to reserve a slot.
I trust that we will soon have ways to fight this pandemic that will allow us all to come back to
“Normal” worship. Join me in praying that God leads us through these difficult times and keeps us all safe
and healthy.
God Bless us and let us all be Thankful for what we have.
Regards,
Tony Damiani
Acting Congregational Council President

Good News Deadline
GOOD NEWS DEADLINE For the JANUARY Edition is
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20TH !
Please send all submissions to jelcsecretary@verizon.net or drop off at
the Church office.
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Christmas Eve Service
December 24, 2020
7 PM
Sign-up required via paper sign-up sheet
at the Church on Sunday morning,
contacting the Church office to ask to be
added to the list or SignUpGenius.

We want to thank Lisa Pfister, Worship & Music Chair, and her
small group of helpers who will be decorating our Church for
Advent and Christmas. The window sills will be trimmed with
globes, candles and bows, wreaths will be hung on the doors
and the Manger Scene will be set up in the Narthex. We will
have a smaller, but beautiful version of the Chrismon Tree
trimmed with lights and adorned with as many Chrismons as
will fit!
Since we will not be ordering poinsettias this year, the Committee and Council suggests that
donations be made to World Hunger which in turn will help those in need during the holidays and
into the new year. Please send your donations via check to the church office with the title
“World Hunger” in the memo line.
May this Christmas be a time of reflection…
“Be filled with the Spirit,
. . . giving thanks always and for everything
to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”
-Ephesians 5:18–20

Council Meeting Highlights
November 3 and 17, 2020
 Council approved a new contract with Robert Slater of Schwenksville to do the snow removal this season.
 Based on a very small response to our survey to the congregation, there will be no Annual Meeting this
year.
 Council approved holding a Christmas Eve service at 7 PM on December 24th. Article to be placed in the
Good News.
 Going forward, Council approved the use of pre-filled communion cups for Communion Sundays.
Prefilled (prepackaged) communion cups contain both juice and communion wafer in a sanitary, single,
two-part container.
 Letter and detailed information regarding the pastoral candidate will be mailed to the congregation soon.
 Brad Good resigned from Council effective November 18.
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Holiday Greetings JELC Congregation
I wish everyone of you a safe, healthy, and Merry Christmas and a joyous, healthy, and Happy New Year.
It has been such a long time since the JELC congregation has been together, I hope that you are all still
planning to join us again in person when it is safe and you feel comfortable doing so. There has been a lot
going on even though it might not seem like it.
It is my pleasure to inform you that we made progress in our call for a new JELC Pastor. The Call
Committee recommended a pastor, and the candidate was approved by Congregational Council. It is now
time for the congregation to meet the pastor and observe a sermon so that we can all vote on the call. I hope
that you are excited about this progress. I encourage you to be be active participants in this call process by
attending and/or viewing the Meet and Greet and Worship, and by voting.
Please mark the following dates on your calendar and kindly plan on participating in whatever way you
feel most comfortable. Saturday, December 12, 2020 will be “Meet and Greet” day. This will occur at three
separate half hour sessions between 2:00 pm and 3:30 pm in the Sanctuary. We will have signups to ensure
that we are safely distanced during these events. Worship service will be held on Sunday,
December 13, 2020, beginning at 9:30 am. A congregational meeting will be held following the worship
service. All events will be live streamed for the safety and convenience of those that do not feel comfortable
with the in-person events. A vote will take place at the congregational meeting. Those watching the streamed
events will have an opportunity to drop off a ballot within a reasonable amount of time following the
meeting.
Although I am not at liberty to pass the name of the pastoral candidate on to you at this time, I’d like to
pass the information on that the Call Committee gave to Congregational Council with their recommendation.
Here is what the Call Committee had to say: this pastor is a seasoned professional with the experience needed
to lead a congregation. He is currently serving a congregation in Maryland where he has been pastor for the
last nine years. The candidate has worked with and encouraged youth throughout his career; is actively
involved in his congregation’s youth ministry; enables members of his congregations to recognize in
themselves their abilities to work with groups within their congregation; attends all committee meetings in
his current congregation as he feels he needs to be informed and offer suggestions that he feels would be
helpful; strongly believes that the Pastor should lead the catechetical classes; loves to lead Bible studies; and
believes in getting out to get to know the community as well as to represent his congregation to the
community.
Again, best wishes to you and your family for a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Sincerely,

Tony Damiani
Tony Damiani
Acting Congregational Council President
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Finance Committee
NOVEMBER 2020
Below you will see the Finance Committee update for October 2020. Current Income exceeded Current
Expenses by $5,510, and the Current Giving was less than the amount from October 2019 by slightly more
than $600. This increase in income combined with a decrease in expenses (about $8,000 a result of paying
for a supply pastor rather than an interim) resulted in an improvement in income vs expenses numbers for the
second consecutive month. The last eight months, expenses have exceeded income by an average of $505 per
month.
We are able to continue to hold services in the church. Many thanks to Vicar Stephen Boyhont, who
continues to do a wonderful job in serving as our supply pastor since mid-September. And thank you to the
many volunteers who continue to serve as ushers, communion assistants and who continue to stream and
record the services for those who may not feel comfortable yet with in person worship. Thank you once again
to all who have continued to give on line or have mailed in their offering. It is truly appreciated and helps to
pay the ongoing expenses of Jerusalem’s ministry. We ask those of you who are able to please continue to
send your financial gifts to Jerusalem. We need to continue our giving in order to be able to continue
Jerusalem’s mission in the place.
Thanks once again to David Crist and Glenda Ortiz for their efforts in getting information and our weekly
services out to the congregation during this period of social isolation. Everyone’s efforts have been truly
appreciated and help us all in continuing to feel connected.
CURRENT INCOME-OCTOBER 2020
CURRENT
MONTH ACTUCURRENT
AL
MONTH BUDGET DIFFERENCE
$16,665.00

$20,613.00

ACTUAL
YEAR TO
DATE
$158,101.00

-$3,948.00

BUDGET YEAR
TO DATE
DIFFERENCE
$206,125.00

-$48,024.00

CURRENT GIVING-OCTOBER 2020
CURRENT
ACTUAL
MONTH ACTUCURRENT
YEAR TO
BUDGET YEAR
AL
MONTH BUDGET DIFFERENCE
DATE
TO DATE
DIFFERENCE
$14,187.00

$16,667.00

$133,783.00

-$2,480.00

$166,667.00

-$32,884.00

CURRENT EXPENSES-OCTOBER 2020
CURRENT
ACTUAL
MONTH ACTUCURRENT
YEAR TO
BUDGET YEAR
AL
MONTH BUDGET DIFFERENCE
DATE
TO DATE
DIFFERENCE
$11,155.00

CURRENT
MONTH ACTUAL

$25,558.00

$14,403.00

$214,026.00

$255,580.00

INCOME VS EXPENSES-OCTOBER 2020
ACTUAL
YEAR TO
DATE

$5,510.00

-$55,925.00
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-$41,554.00

DIFFERENCEACTUAL VS
BUDGET
-$6,470.00

CARE TEAM

Sunshine Friends Birthdays
Helen Wells - December 30th & Frank Renninger - January 5
To the Care Team Committee!
Thanks for helping with calling
and keeping in touch with our Sunshine Friends and sending cards to
them. And calling our Congregation members to see if they are well and safe.
Have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. I hope we can get together in
January 2021.
God Bless All of You!
Babs
Here is a list of our Sunshine Friends and their addresses. Since we are unable to hand deliver
Christmas cards this year, we encourage you to mail your cards directly to those listed below!
Lizzie Bence
1600 Black Rock Road
North Building, Room N-202
Royersford, PA 19468
Mary & Bill Cressman
1600 Black Rock Road
North Building, Room N-206
Royersford, PA 19468
Joe Dildine
1032 Scenic View Drive
Schwenksville, PA 19473
Jean Fulmer
20 Church Road
Schwenksville, PA 19473

June Kolb
Apartment 228
120 Buehrle Center
Topton, PA 19562
Lucy Reed
Room 203
300 Perkiomen Avenue
Schwenksville, PA 19473
Franklin Renninger
Room 229,
Pennsburg Manor
530 Macoby Street
Pennsburg, PA 18073

Helen Wells
Manatawny Manor,
Room 203-B
Old Schuylkill Road
Route 724
Pottstown, PA 19465
Janice & Ed Witte
Amity Place, Apt 423
139 Old Swede Road
Douglassville, PA 19518

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room, And Heaven and nature sing,
And Heaven and nature sing, And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing.
Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.
No more let sins and sorrows grow, Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found, Far as, far as, the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and grace, And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness, And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love, And wonders, wonders, of His love.
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall be
upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Isaiah 9:6
6

In Remembrance
Carol J. Banion

December, 14, 2019

Gail Lotz

December 27, 2019

Bill Horrocks

January 23, 2020

William N. Luyben

January 28, 2020

Martine E. Hersh

February 3, 2020

George Forczek

February 10, 2020

Helen Riche

March 6, 2020

Russ Walker

March 22, 2020

James Keyser

April 9, 2020

Barbara Roberts

April 12, 2020

Hank Huber

April 13, 2020

Karen Greeby

April 29, 2020

Edward Rex, Jr.

May 10, 2020

Drew McCaskey

May 17, 2020

Barbara Balla

May 21, 2020

Betty Jane Jacklitch

August 12, 2020

Barbara Membrino

October 16, 2020

Arlo Slemmer

October 22, 2020

"For All the Saints Who from Their Labors Rest"
For all the saints who from their labors rest, Who Thee by faith before the world confessed,
Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest, Alleluia! Alleluia!

Our Christian Sympathy is extended to the family & friends
of Sarah Bright, mother of Audrey Stroman
who entered into Eternal Life on November 6, 2020,
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.
2 Timothy 4:7
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Happy Birthday
01 Abby King
07 Pam Moser
08 Idalis Lopez
11 Julie Erb
13 Ethan Lonesky,
Tucker Gilbert,
Sean Ortiz
16 Kenneth Hamilton
17 Jordan Pfister
18 Zaidy Ortiz
19 Christopher Moffo

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
20 Michael Kehs, Alec Jackson
21 Dustin Keyser,
Kelly Szczesny
23 Bernie Slemmer
25 Tricia Hawks, Lisa Pfister
28 Matthew Connolly
29 Artie Heimbach, Nicholas Rittich
30 Marlene Heimbach, Helen Wells
31 Norma Grosick

Thank You
We praise the Lord for good life and health for my dad, Bernie Slemmer He will be 90 years old on
December 23rd. As I think about dad, I remember the years of working with him on the farm and how he
tended to his family, his animals, his crops and his God with sincere devotion, care and love. Hosea 10:12
comes to mind, "Sow for yourselves righteousness, reap the fruit of unfailing love..." Thank you for the
thoughtful ways you encourage him each week in church. His church and church family mean a great deal
to him and have for the past 90 years. Thank you for the creative ways you celebrate life with him.
With many thanks,
Mary
Vicar Stephen Boyhont will be finishing his studies at the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Philadelphia
in mid-December. There will be no official graduation in December, but it appears that he will have a
graduation ceremony in May of 2021. Congregation members who wish to show their appreciation for his
serving as our substitute pastor are invited to send him cards or letters expressing their thanks for his service
to our congregation. His address follows:

Vicar Stephen Boyhont
7301 Germantown Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19119

Dear friends of Jerusalem,
Thank you so much for the many
well wishes and cards I received.
I truly appreciate it.
Sincerely,
Jane Markley

Many thanks to all those in our Jerusalem Family who showered
Joe with cards and calls in celebration of his 90th birthday. We both
enjoyed reading all the cards from our friends, it was wonderful
hearing from you. Joe spent his birthday in Rehab at Meadowood
with visits from me and our Grandtwins and their Mother,
Genevieve. The staff were wonderful and there were flowers and
balloons, so it was quite festive. Joe is doing well, working hard to
get stronger every day. While the covid pandemic is putting a
damper on many parts of our lives, we are doing our best to be
optimistic and look forward to better days ahead. We hope you are,
too. May God bless you all with the peace that comes from knowing
He is always with us and will take care of us.
Much love,
Marcia and Joe
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JERUSALEM LUTHERAN NURSERY SCHOOL AND DAY CARE CENTER

Christmas will soon be here. The children and staff at Jerusalem Lutheran
Day Care are already filled with wonder and excitement as we prepare to
celebrate this most joyous of holidays. To begin with, we are looking forward to
caroling in the neighborhood, baking cookies, and decorating the center with artwork
featuring Santa Claus, Christmas trees, stockings, angels and reindeer. In addition, we will be
learning about holiday traditions from around the world. For example, on St. Nicholas Day,
which is celebrated on December 6th, the children will be placing their shoes in the hallway
during naptime in hopes of receiving candy treats from St. Nicholas. Next, we plan to
celebrate St. Lucia’s Day with a Scandinavian breakfast buffet featuring fresh danish and
juices. Finally, and most importantly, we will be sharing the Christmas story of Jesus’ birth
with the children. We will conclude the month with a special birthday party for baby Jesus in
celebration of the true meaning of Christmas!
Please Note: Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we are unable to hold our annual JLDC
Christmas Show this year. However, we are planning to post a video of the children performing a variety of Christmas songs and fingerplays on the Jerusalem Lutheran Nursery School
and Day Care Facebook page. We hope you will “enjoy the show”!
Congratulations to Mrs. Rachael Jefferson, JLNS&DC Program Administrator, and her
husband Steve on the birth of their son Emmett Jay on November 9 th. Adorable photos of
baby Emmett can be viewed on our Facebook page.
We would like to offer special thanks to the following JELC members:
Diane Martin for donating much needed alcohol wipes.
Paul Ensminger for removing the JLNS&DC office air conditioner for the winter.
We are grateful for their help and support!

Toys for Christmas
The Daily Bread Community Food Pantry would again like to ask for your support this year with our
“Holiday Toy Drive”.
Your support will mean more than any other year before. Our clients and their children have been through
the same difficult year all of us have. Nothing seems normal. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to be part of something
that brings back a little bit of normalcy for our kids and their parents for this upcoming holiday season?

Last year we handed out toys to 487 children. This year we expect to have even more children to serve.
We know you are all experiencing hard times but hopefully, you can help us bring a
little joy and trust back for our children and a feeling of normalcy.
You can really make a difference in this unsettled world we live in at this present
moment. Thank you for considering our request and thank you for your help in the
past, present and future.
Please note that JLC will have a blue barrel located in the Cloister and it will be
marked. Thank you!
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SUNDAY

6
2nd Sunday of Advent
9:30 AM Virtual Worship Service
10:30 AM Confirmation Class (SH)
11:00 AM Virtual Sunday School

Communion

13 3rd Sunday of Advent
9:30 AM Worship Service:
Pastoral Candidate Trial Sermon
10:30 AM Confirmation Class (SH)
11:00 AM Virtual Sunday School

20 4th Sunday of Advent
9:30 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Confirmation Class (SH)
11:00 AM Virtual Sunday School

Communion

27
9:30 AM Worship Service

MONDAY

7
7:00 PM JLNS&DC
Board Meeting (YC)

14

21

28

Parament Color
For December 6,13 &20: Blue

SATURDAY

5

FRIDAY
4

THURSDAY
2

WEDNESDAY
2

11

TUESDAY
1

10

26

19

25

18

9

31 New Years Eve

7:00 PM Worship Service

24 Christmas Eve

17

8
7:30 PM Council Mtg

16

23

30

Christmas

12
2-3:30 PM
Pastoral Candidate
Meet and Greet

15

22

29

Parament Color
For December 27: White
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Church Council Members for 2020
(Vacant)
Tony Damiani
(Vacant)
Caesar Gorski, Jr.
Renee Bartlett

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Financial Secretary

Andy Englehart
Sue Fulmer
Janet Luyben

Don Peters
Fred Poust
Robin Schlichter

Give the Gift of Sight to Others –
Donate your old & unused
Eyeglasses
We thank you for your eyeglasses
donations.
The boxes filled with the collected glasses
will be sent to the Lions Club Eyeglass
Recycling Center in central NJ.
Your donated eyeglasses will make a great
difference in many people’s lives.
Give the gift of sight to others.
For more information about the NJ Lions Club
Eyeglass Recycling Center visit www.njlerc.org.

Please call the church office to
schedule a drop-off.

- Other Leaders Babs deFrenes - Care Team Chair
Lisa Pfister - Worship and Music Chair
Bruce Fulmer - Finance Chair
Donna Wisniewski - Assistant Treasurer
Becky Dice - Assistant Financial Secretary

OFFICE HOURS
Tues., Wed., Thurs. (Closed Fri.)
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.,
Office Telephone: 610-287-7104
Office FAX: 610-287-7992
Website: www.jelc.org
Glenda Ortiz, Secretary
jelcsecretary@verizon.net
David Crist, Director of Music
cell phone: 610-489-3320
Email: dcrist27@gmail.com
Jerusalem Lutheran Nursery
School & Day Care (JLNS&DC)
Telephone: 610-287-6360

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SINGLE SERVICE at 9:30 AM
in the SANCTUARY
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