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Mission Statement  

SOW: The Gospel of Jesus the Christ  to all  generations 

GROW: His followers into spiritually mature disciples     

GO: Back into the world to serve others in His name     

September 2020 

 

Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
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311 Second Street  
Schwenksville, PA 19473   
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Looking Ahead: Please Note 
Due to the current global situation we are in, this edition of the Good News is 

revised with just basic communication for the moment. All activities, worships, 
meetings, and rehearsals are carefully being revised and will slowly resume 

with restrictions and safety guidelines. Please stay tuned for further updates.   

Good News Deadline  
 
 

GOOD NEWS DEADLINE For the OCTOBER Edition is  
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20TH !  

 

Please send all submissions to jelcsecretary@verizon.net or drop off at  
the Church office. 

Sponsorship  
    Shop at AmazonSmile and Support Jerusalem Lutheran Church  

 

A lot of people and families have begun using online ordering to minimize their trips out during 
this pandemic.  If you were one of those that has increased your spending online, and  
particularly using Amazon, please sign up for Amazon Smile and list JELC as the recipient of 
Amazon’s donation.  Amazon will donate .5% of your spending to JELC. And it does not cost 
you anything extra. This is a great way to increase donations to JELC  

Sundays worship services in September will continue to be at  
 9:30 AM in Social Hall until further notice.  

 

       

AUGUST 4 AND 11 MEETINGS 
 

 Approved recommendation to let the Nursery School / Daycare use the social hall during school hours 
for school age kids to come for learning when Perkiomen Valley starts school.   

 Care committee making phone calls to see how congregation members are doing. 

 Discussed Sunday School for the fall and rescheduling confirmation. 

 Online giving has increased from before. 

 Approved taking money from the Foundation Fund to cover shortfall of cash through December 2021. 

 Approved not having communion 4th and 5th Sundays in August.  

 Sunday services will be continue to take place in the social hall through September 13th.  

Council Highlights   
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Dear JELC Congregation: 

 I am writing to bring the congregation up to date on some very important decisions that were made 
by the Finance Committee and JELC Congregational Council to deal with the impact of Covid-19 on our 

Congregation.  The Covid-19 pandemic has affected the entire nation and world, and our Congregation’s 
operations have been severely impacted.  We communicated in the recent past that our expenses have     
exceeded our income, and that many have stepped up and increased their giving to lessen the burden.     

Unfortunately, we still have an income shortfall and expect this to increase as time goes on.  The good 
news is that the JELC Congregation leaders from the past had the insight to create a Foundation Fund to 
enable future leaders to deal with any unforeseen emergencies.  And how insightful they were. 

 The creation of the Foundation Fund had stipulations that required spending over and above any 

earnings for the year to be available for use, but only if approved by the congregation by in-person voting.  
The meeting would have to follow a series of advanced notices and invites to the congregation for a special 
meeting.  Under the current circumstances of the pandemic, it is nearly impossible for the Congregation 

Council and Finance to follow these rules and still meet our expenses in a timely manner.  As a result,    
Finance and Council met on August 11, 2020 and voted to use the Foundation Funds to cover any shortfall 
we have in giving to continue payments for our expenses.  The decision was made to use the savings from 
the Foundation Fund to keep our Congregation operating until the end of December 2021.  The details of 

our spending of Foundation Funds will be transparent and available for review at our next Annual         
Congregational meeting or upon request.   

 JELC is in a period of transition.  With our interim pastor departing, our plans to employ a Bridge 
pastor,  and our ongoing search for a permanent pastor, we need to ensure a new pastor that we are         

financially stable and can continue to support his or her salary for a reasonable period of time.  Without this 
financial stability we would find it very difficult to attract a new pastor to continue our mission at JELC. 

 Rest assured that JELC is here for you now and will continue to be here for you in the foreseeable 
future.  Our hope and prayers are that you will continue to worship with us and that we will all be able to 

get back to the in-person services we all need.   

 We continue to ask for your support financially and otherwise.  There is much to be done.  We     
desperately need Sunday School teachers, Property volunteers, Ushers (now helping to sanitize)          
Membership committee volunteers and technical support expertise (streaming and virtual meeting         

management).  If you have any skills and talents that could support these needs, please reach out to any 
member of Council.  We would love to have you on our team to get JELC through these rough times. 

Be safe, God Bless! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 
Tony Damiani 
Council Acting President 
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  Summer Camp was a blast at Jerusalem Lutheran Day Care.  We enjoyed a lot of fun times, 
hiking, splashing, creating, cooking, singing, dancing, and of course, playing!! Please check 
out our Facebook page to get a glimpse of some of our favorite camp activities. The children 
and staff have continued to do a good job following our enhanced health and safety policies 

and procedures during summer camp.   
 

   As August came to a close, the JLNS&DC staff was busy making preparations for the coming school year.  
In Nursery School, Mrs. Mary Gray and Mrs. Kim Ribelin will be welcoming their class of three and four 
year olds to their first day of school on September 9th.  The 2020-2021 school year will begin on September 
2nd in Day Care.  At this time, we are pleased to be offering support to Perkiomen Valley elementary school 
students who will be starting the school year with online learning.  Mrs. Rachael Jefferson, Program  
Administrator and Kindergarten teacher will be heading this program.   
 

   September is always an exciting time as we meet and greet new students as well as welcome back old 
friends.  It is also a time for discovery, exploration, and learning.  We are looking forward to a wonderful 
school year filled with happiness and adventure.  Special thanks to the entire JLNS&DC staff for their  
continued commitment and dedication to providing loving care and instruction to our precious children;  
especially during these challenging times. It is a testament to their true love for the children.  Lastly, we are 
grateful for all of God’s blessings upon JLNS&DC!  
 

   We would like to express our sincere thanks to Tara Sell for supplying several cases of disposable gloves 
which were greatly needed.  Presently, JLNS&DC is accepting donations of disinfectant wipes and alcohol 
wipes.  We use a lot of these hard to find/ high demand items. To make a donation, please call the JLNS&DC 
office at 610 287-6360.  Thank you for considering this request. 

 

JERUSALEM LUTHERAN NURSERY SCHOOL AND DAY CARE CENTER 

Member Events  

            SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

01 Ashleigh Cusumano,  
      Jean Tarbet, Chase Rhoads  
02 Christopher Bartlett, Pat Miesse  
04 Sara Wood  
05 John Underkoffler  
06 Andrew Boorse, Loren Szczesny  
09 Jenna Saeger  
11 Donna Wisniewski 
12 Michael Downes, Brian Ling  
13 Curtis Fry, Cassidy Schaefer  

15 Aimee Fallon, Aidan Gillespie,  
       Sondra Kistler  
16 Barbara Hartenbauer  
17 Heather Hunsicker Godshall,  
     Heather Jackson 
18 Babs deFrenes  
19 Geoffrey Rusin, Glenda Ortiz  
21 Tom Gerhart, Greg Maser  
22 Christopher Elvidge  
25 Michelle Charles  
27 Melissa Hamilton, Terri Yocum 

 

   This year, as we are all aware 
all our activities and scheduled 
events came to a sudden halt. 
One special event, amongst 
others, was having our fifth 
grade Sunday School students 

complete their First Communion. What normally 
would have been accomplished on Maundy 
Thursday, this year because of the global  
pandemic caused by Covid-19, this special  
sacrament was held in scattered Sunday mornings 
during the month of August. Children and  
families met privately with Pastor Wayne in the 
Sanctuary and were able to accomplish this  
milestone while still following safety protocols.   
 

Congratulations on your First Communion!  
 

Nathan Blinebury 
Dylan Dice 
Logan Dice 
Abby King  

Dane Johnson 
Brianna Minkon 

Justin Minlon 
Claire Johansson  
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2020 ENSMINGER SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS:  
 

ASHLEY BARTLETT AND MATT GOOD  
 

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES 
 

 We honor and celebrate Ashley and Matt as the recipients of 
the JELC Ensminger Scholarships this year.  As we announced in last month’s GOOD NEWS the presenta-
tion to Ashley was made by Mrs. Amy Ensminger outside of Jerusalem Church.  Mrs. Ensminger was happy 
to greet and congratulate Ashley on this honor in Pastor Ken’s memory.  You may know that this scholarship 
fund was organized 27 years ago when Pastor Ken retired from his ministry at Jerusalem Lutheran Church. 
Ashley and Matt are the 51st and 52nd members of JELC to receive this honor. 
 

 Both Ashley and Matt submitted letters of recognition from teachers at Perkiomen Valley High 
School who applauded their academic achievement, community service and leadership skills. Our JELC 
Scholarship recipients are always recognized for the commitment they make to student life and their ability to 
offer teamwork skills and integrity and dependability to high school activities. 

 

    Music has been an important part of Ashley’s life. She has been involved with the PV 
music program offering her violin talents and she became part of the select group in strings 
to offer and present the beauty of music to others. As part of her senior project  
Ashley helped to coordinate and successfully plan the 2019 Vacation Bible School at 
JELC.  Through the summer Ashley has been committed to her job at CVS. Ashley said 
that musical performances have been on hold during the summer and since Covid-19. She 
will attend West Chester University virtually this fall with the hope that things change to 
allow a university student life in the future. Whatever the days ahead may bring, we are 
confident that Ashley will pursue her future with enthusiasm and commitment. 

 

     Matt is often seen serving breakfast on a Sunday morning to support the ASP project at 
Jerusalem.  Since March when all of our lives changed, Matt remained virtually active at PV 
continuing academic studies and awaiting word on his college acceptance.  Matt says he is 
pleased that he will be attending Temple University beginning this month with a hybrid  
program of studies.  As part of Temple’s engineering major he will be living on campus 
with a very strict distancing component with mostly virtual classes but also physical  
attendance.  Matt’s commitment, along with his family leadership of the ASP program, has 
drawn many JELC members and non-members to experience the joy of service.  Our ASP 
group always returns to share heartfelt memories of the work they accomplish for the most 
needy in our country.  We are assured that Matt will take those life lessons wherever he may study, travel or 
become a part of and Matt will pay it forward. 
 

 Thank you to all who continue to support the Ensminger Scholarship Fund and celebrate with joy the 
accomplishments of our young people.  We also celebrate their families as they continue to inspire and      
support each other. 
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                                                        CARE TEAM 
Sunshine Friends Birthdays 

 

     Some members of the Care Team are in the process of reaching out to all 
JLC members by phone and have been able to update contact information for 
many.  We have been interested in the comments during our calls.  Many 
members will not be returning to in-person services for awhile until they feel 
safe while others have been or plan on attending those services in the future, 
especially if we transition to the Sanctuary.  Those members who would rather 
stay home right now have appreciated the on-line Sunday services that help 
them feel connected but also help them feel safe.  Others who have decided 
to attend in-person services have enjoyed seeing other members even if it is a 

cautious, limited social experience.   
 

    The Care Team members have enjoyed the conversations with JLC members, some building 
new relationships and others catching up with those they have known over the years.  The Team 
has found one universal reaction to our calls...everyone has been very appreciative!  We are still 
contacting members, but when all our phone calls, emails or handwritten notes have been complet-
ed, we will have reached out to over 142 households!!!  If you have enjoyed our ‘visits’, please fol-
low our lead and reach out to someone who might just appreciate a call or a note in the mail.  We 
may not be able to see each other in person for now, but Jerusalem can continue to be a friendly 
and caring community of believers!   
 

Here is a list of our current Sunshine Friends:   
Lizzie Bence, Mary & Bill Cressman, Joe Dildine, Jean Fulmer, June Kolb,  

Lucy Reed, Frank Renninger, Helen Wells and Janice & Ed Witte. 
 

Please contact Babs deFrenes or Sue Fulmer with any questions.  Take care & thank you!  
 
 

  Blest Be the Tie That Binds 
 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;  
the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.  
 

Before our Father's throne we pour our ardent prayers;  
our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares.  
  

We share our mutual woes, our mutual burdens bear,  
and often for each other flows the sympathizing tear.  
 

When we are called to part, it gives us inward pain;  
but we shall still be joined in heart, and hope to meet again.  
 

This glorious hope revives our courage by the way;  
while each in expectation lives and waits to see the day.  
 

From sorrow, toil, and pain, and sin, we shall be free;  
and perfect love and friendship reign through all eternity.  
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Finance Committee 
 JULY 2020 

 

    Below you will see the Finance Committee update for June 2020.  Current Income was once again less 
than Current Expenses, although the income was increased over the income for June and actually Current 
Giving exceeded the amount from July 2019.  This increase in giving combined with a decrease in expenses 
made for an improvement in income vs expenses numbers. The last five months, expenses have exceeded  
income by an average of $8,890 per month. 
 
   Once again, thank you to all who have continued to give on line or have mailed in their offering.  It is truly 
appreciated and helps to pay the ongoing expenses of Jerusalem’s ministry.  We ask those of you who are 
able to please continue to send your financial gifts to Jerusalem.  We sincerely hope that as things are  
beginning to open up again (and restrictions are lessening) and as in-person worship has begun, giving has 
begun to increase (at least for one month).  This effort needs to continue now that Pastor Wayne has moved 
on to another congregation to assist them in their transition.  Jerusalem needs to continue to move forward in 
our mission in this place. 
 
   Thanks once again to Pastor Wayne, David Crist and Glenda Ortiz for their efforts in getting information 
and our weekly services out to the congregation during this period of social isolation, and for their efforts in  
starting up in-person worship.  Your efforts have been truly appreciated and help us all in continuing to feel 
connected. 

       CURRENT INCOME-JULY  2020    

      

   CURRENT 
MONTH ACTUAL 

 CURRENT 
MONTH BUDGET DIFFERENCE 

ACTUAL YEAR 
TO DATE 

BUDGET YEAR 
TO DATE DIFFERENCE 

            

$18,890.00 $20,613.00 -$1,723.00 $93,290.00 $103,062.00 -$9,772.00 

      

       CURRENT GIVING-JULY  2020    

   CURRENT 
MONTH ACTUAL 

 CURRENT 
MONTH BUDGET DIFFERENCE 

ACTUAL YEAR 
TO DATE 

BUDGET YEAR 
TO DATE DIFFERENCE 

            

$17,264.00 $16,667.00 $597.00 $75,644.00 $83,333.00 -$7,689.00 

      

    CURRENT EXPENSES-JULY  2020  

   CURRENT 
MONTH ACTUAL 

 CURRENT 
MONTH BUDGET DIFFERENCE 

ACTUAL YEAR 
TO DATE 

BUDGET YEAR 
TO DATE  DIFFERENCE 

            

$18,224.00 $25,558.00 $7,334.00 $148,241.00 $127,790.00 $20,451.00 

      

   INCOME VS EXPENSES-JULY  2020  

   CURRENT 
MONTH ACTUAL     

YEAR TO 
DATE   

DIFFERENCE-
ACTUAL VS 

BUDGET 

            

$666.00     -$54,951.00   -$30,223.00 
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      On August 16th, 2020 Pastor Wayne shared his last service with  

Jerusalem Lutheran Church. We are thankful for everything he did during 

his journey here with us. Best of luck on his new journey and continued 

mission and purpose.  
 

    This song was shared by Carol Sprainer on his last service as a tribute 

and thanks to Pastor Wayne. Very humorous and precise.  
 

 Pastor Wayne is leaving us today,   

 Goodbye Goodbye 

 Pastor Wayne is leaving us today,  

 so now we must pray.  
 

 Communion every week, with this we had some week squeaks  

 Pastor Wayne is leaving us today,  so now we must pray. 
 

 Assistants doing more, everybody has to pour 

 Pastor Wayne is leaving us today, so now we must pray.  
  

 We will miss those changes that caused us rearranges 

 Pastor Wayne is leaving us today, so now we must pray.  
 

 Services online took up less time 

 Pastor Wayne is leaving us today, so now we must pray. 
 

 Singing softly now, some of us don’t know how 

 Pastor Wayne is leaving us today, so now we must pray.  
 

 Sitting in our chairs six feet from everywhere 

 Pastor Wayne is leaving us today, so now we must pray.  
 

 Pastor Wayne is leaving us today,  

 Goodbye Goodbye 

 God’s speed and love we wish for you 

 now that your time with us is through. 
 
“Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things;  
I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness”   
                                                                                                
                                                                                                            Matthew 25:21 

 

Many thanks, farewell and God’s speed to Pastor Wayne on his new journey.  
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Mutual Ministry  

   In December 2014 Pennsylvania passed Child Protective Services Laws which requires volunteers 
having contact with or responsibility for children under 18 yeas of age to have two, and in some  
cases three, background clearances as well as a Disclosure Statement.  The Child Abuse and  
Criminal History clearances for volunteers are valid for five years.  There is presently no expiration 
for the Disclosure Statement.  You can apply for a no-cost volunteer certification 57 months after 
your initial clearance.  Some of our volunteers are reaching the five year mark and must apply for 
new clearances.  Anyone who is up for a renewal in the next few months will received a phone call 
from Mutual Ministry. 
 

   Please remember that you will receive your clearances at your home address. You should KEEP 
THE ORIGINAL FOR YOURSELF and submit a copy to Mutual Ministry in a sealed envelope in the 
MM mailbox in the Cloister AFTER QUARANTINE IS OVER.  You are responsible to keep track of 
your own clearances.  MM keeps the files in a locked file and we won’t be able to provide copies. 
 

For online clearance requests (preferred method): 
http://www.keepkidssafe.pa.gov/resources/clearances/index.htm. 

 

Paper copies for submission by mail will be in the Narthex or church office when the quarantine is 
over. Most volunteers need the (1) Child Abuse and (2) Criminal History. Volunteers who have not 
lived in PA for the past 10 consecutive years also need the FBI fingerprints. 
 

Additionally, new volunteers will need to sign a Disclosure Statement and have it witnessed. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Marcia Ehrhart, 610.287.7176. 
 

MUTUAL MINISTRY 

              ATTENTION MARRIED COUPLES! 
 

If the Coronavirus has put stress on your marriage, you are not alone!  
Lutheran Marriage Encounter has scheduled a couple of Weekends this fall, 
and we believe that you will find that attending a Weekend will help you  
renew and revitalize your marital relationship no matter whether your  

marriage is in great shape or if you could really use some help. The Weekends currently 
scheduled are: 
 
September 18-20 at the Heritage Hotel Lancaster in Lancaster PA and  
October 16-18 at the Olmsted Retreat in Ludlow, PA, an hour north of Pittsburgh.  
 
Scholarships are available for those in need of financial assistance--simply email or call us 
at the information below before you register. Registrations will be very limited as we plan to 
provide ample space in the conference room for each couple. If the virus should cause us 
to have to cancel the Weekend, your registration will, of course, be transferred to a later  
Weekend or refunded if you wish. So please sign up now, at the website: 
www.GodLovesMarriage.org to ensure your spot. Don't miss this opportunity to enhance 
and enrich your relationship! For questions, please contact Northeast US Directors of  
Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie Schamber, at 724-325-3166 or  
fjschamber@comcast.net.  

http://www.keepkidssafe.pa.gov/resources/clearances/index.htm
http://www.GodLovesMarriage.org
mailto:fjschamber@comcast.net
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 OFFICE HOURS  
Tues., Wed., Thurs. (Closed Fri.) 

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.,  
 

Office Telephone: 610-287-7104  
Office FAX: 610-287-7992 

Website: www.jelc.org  
 
 

 

Glenda Ortiz, Secretary 
jelcsecretary@verizon.net  

 
 

David Crist, Director of Music 
cell phone: 610-489-3320 

Email:  dcrist27@gmail.com 
 

 Jerusalem Lutheran Nursery  
School & Day Care (JLNS&DC) 

Telephone: 610-287-6360  

 

Give the Gift of Sight to Others –  
Donate your old & unused  

Eyeglasses 
 

We thank you for your eyeglasses  
donations.   

The boxes filled with the collected glasses  
will be sent to the Lions Club Eyeglass  

Recycling Center in central NJ.  
 

Your donated eyeglasses will make a great  
difference in many people’s lives.  

 

Give the gift of sight to others.   
For more information about the NJ Lions Club  

Eyeglass Recycling Center visit www.njlerc.org.   
 

Please call the church office to 
schedule a drop-off.  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

  

SINGLE SERVICE at 9:30 AM 

  

 

Church Council Members for 2020 
    

    (Vacant)    President 

   Tony Damiani   Vice President  

   Debbie Bartlett (non-voting)  Secretary 

   Caesar Gorski, Jr.     Treasurer 

   Renee Bartlett               Financial Secretary  

  

 Andy Englehart  Don Peters  

 Sue Fulmer   Fred Poust  

 Brad Good  Robin Schlichter  

 Janet Luyben   

 
  - Other Leaders - 

 
 Babs deFrenes - Care Team Chair 
 Lisa Pfister  - Worship and Music Chair 
 Bruce Fulmer - Finance Chair 
 Donna Wisniewski - Assistant Treasurer 
 Becky Dice - Assistant Financial Secretary 

http://www.njlerc.org

