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SOW: The Gospel of Jesus the Christ  to all  generations 

GROW: His followers into spiritually mature disciples     

GO: Back into the world to serve others in His name     
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 It has been my experience that we humans react to great surprise and/or trauma in  
pretty regular ways. The steps are rather predictable, but the time frame (how long it 
takes) depends greatly on the intensity and importance of the event to the participants.  
 
After the initial shock, adrenaline rush, and denial we get to the step I refer to as the 
“exhaustion from the body blows.” If the event is less life-changing (lost our keys, got 
locked out of the house, had a flat tire) we pass though this stage rather quickly. When 
the event is more life-changing (death of a spouse, family member, friend; or a major 
illness) this stage can last for a very long time. And reoccur even after we think we 

have finally gotten through it. It is kind of like we are treading water just to keep our head above water,  
because that is all we can really envision. 
 
After we have spent some time in this stage, the initial shock lessens, we begin to have at least a few things 
be “normal” we realize we have begun again to wonder, “What’s next?” I believe this is where JELC finds 
itself today. 
 
We have survived our initial encounter with Covid-19. We have adjusted our lives by suspending in-person 
worship, closing our facilities to all meetings, moving into a “virtual reality,” and sheltering in place. We 
have found some of this to be difficult and uncomfortable, and some of it to be new and interesting. While 
we yearn for what was “normal” we are unlikely to ever return to it. And when we look to a “new normal,” 
and hope for its speedy arrival, that is unlikely. It is quite possible, even likely, that JELC will not return to 
in-person worship, regular meetings, and ministry as we have known it for months, maybe not before the 
end of the year. 
 
Which begs the question, “What’s next?” 
 
What should we be about in the midst of our present constraints? How might we do ministry in ways we 
did not have to consider before this? How do we stay connected when we cannot hug in the narthex, sit  
together over coffee, and gather together for dinner? How might we serve our neighbors who are living 
with some of the same adjustments, and may have special needs? 
 
We have survived the “body blows” and we need to begin to determine how we are going to “be church” in 
this new reality. Please take some time to think, pray, chat with others on the phone, and ponder how you 
think JELC might move into our “new reality.” Please share with me, or Sue Fulmer, or any member of 
Council the ideas that come to you (you never know who will hear the Spirit’s guidance). As the leadership 
begins to discuss “What’s next” our collective wisdom is critical, so please share with us. 
 
We know God is at work here. We know Jesus walks with us here. We know the Holy Spirit rests upon us 
here. But we do not yet know, cannot yet clearly see our future. But we do not go there alone, God is  
already there calling us to trust Him and with the Holy Spirit, take a step into the unknown. Help us  
understand and articulate what this might look like. What an adventure! What a blessing to be the children 
of the Most High God, knowing where we will end up – eventually. 

 
 
Peace in Christ <>< 

Pastor Wayne 

For Your Consideration 
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Please note:  
Since JELC is closed until further notice, due to the current global situation we 
are in, this edition of the Good News is revised with just basic communication 

for the moment. All activities, worships, meetings, and rehearsals are cancelled 
due to COVID-19 status and restrictions. Please stay tuned for further updates.   

Good News Deadline  
 
 

GOOD NEWS DEADLINE For the JULY/AUGUST Edition is  
SUNDAY, JUNE 21ST!  

 

Please send all submissions to jelcsecretary@verizon.net or drop off at  
the Church office. 

Sponsorship  
    Shop at AmazonSmile and Support Jerusalem Lutheran Church  

 

A lot of people and families have begun using online ordering to minimize their trips out during 
this pandemic.  If you were one of those that has increased your spending online, and  
particularly using Amazon, please sign up for Amazon Smile and list JELC as the recipient of 
Amazon’s donation.  Amazon will donate .5% of your spending to JELC. And it does not cost you 
anything extra.  This is a great way to increase donations to JELC  

 Pastor Wayne remains available for pastoral care needs. Pastor can be 
reached on his cell at: 571-550-3229 

 

 Office staff is monitoring the office (calls, messages, mail, etc), but is not open 
for person-to-person meetings.  

 

 Organizational questions contact Council President Sue Fulmer. 
 
 

 Each Sunday Pastor Wayne will publish a video devotional via email and or 
website for Scripture readings, message and prayer.  

 

  Our church building has been empty for the past month or so, but we 
have still been praising, praying, worshiping and staying connected.  

Tune into our sermon podcasts to catch up on uplifting messages and 
hymns. New sermons will be available every week.  

                                                      Visit our website at www.jelc.org/sermons  

https://jelc.org/
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Ashley Bartlett  
School: Perkiomen Valley  
               High School  

Name:  Aidan Gillespie 
School: Perkiomen Valley  
              High School 
Future: Will be attending Ohio State 
University, joining their Army 
ROTC program, and majoring  
in Criminology 

Sarah Foster  
School: Perkiomen Valley  
              High School  

Mary Balla  
School: Lock Haven  
University with a Bachelor 
of Science in  
Therapeutic Recreation 

Ashley Elvidge 
School: Perkiomen Valley  
               High School.  
Will be attending The 
Ohio State University.  

Dennis Flynn  
School: Springford High     
             School  
Will be attending 
Kutztown University.  

“Train up a child in the way he 
should go; even when he is old he 
will not depart from it. “ 

                                     Psalm 22:6 
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Name:  Sarah Grosick  
School: Perkiomen Valley  
              High School 
Future: Will be attending Temple 
University and pursuing a degree in  
psychology.  

Name:  Allison Grosick  
School: Perkiomen Valley  
             High School 
Future: Will be attending Temple 
University and pursuing a degree 
in Education.  

Matt Good  
School: Perkiomen Valley  
               High School.  
Will be attending Temple  
University pursuing a  
degree in Engineering.  

“For the moment all discipline seems  
painful rather than pleasant, but later it 
yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness 
to those who have been trained by it.” 

                                    Hebrews 12:11 

Jerusalem is proud of the following young men and women who will be high school and college  
graduates this year. We congratulate both the graduates and their families for the hard work and  
dedication needed to reach this milestone in their lives and wish them continued success in their  

post-graduate education and careers.  
 

May the Church play a continuing role in their young lives. Hopefully we have included everyone but if 
not, please let the Church office know! We will add on next Good News.                  

Samantha Hiergesell  
School: Perkiomen Valley  
               High School. 
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      Although the doors of Jerusalem Lutheran Nursery School and Day Care 
have been closed for the past 2 months due to COVID-19, the JLNS&DC  
parents recently honored the staff with a drive-by parade during Teacher  

Appreciation Week.  All the staff members lined up, keeping a safe social distance apart, 
along the sidewalk on Second Street.  Then the parade began!  It was a very emotional  
moment as the first car headed up the hill; followed by a long line of cars.  Many of the cars 
were decorated with balloons, streamers, and “Miss You” signs.  There was a lot of waving 
and honking along with some tears.  It was so wonderful to see the children and their families 
again!  In addition, each staff member received gifts and cards in a generous display of  
kindness from the families. The outpouring of love was greatly appreciated by each staff 
member.  It was certainly a day to remember!    
 
    We are continuing to look forward to the time when we can re-open JLNS&DC and       
welcome back the children.  Of course, there will be a great deal of new guidelines and     
procedures to follow when we return.  The health and safety of the children and staff will be 

our #1 priority.  We would deeply appreciate your prayers for wisdom and direction as we 
move forward in this new era of childcare. Lastly, we are grateful for the continued support 
and help of the JLNS&DC Board of Directors and the JELC Council. 

 

JERUSALEM LUTHERAN NURSERY SCHOOL AND DAY CARE CENTER 

 

                                     ENSMINGER SCHOLARSHIP  
 

 

                DUE DATE EXTENDED TO JUNE 15, 2020 
 

Be safe ~ be careful ~ stay home – this is our motto in today’s world and we know 
that “Apart Together” will serve our Jerusalem family well.  With this in mind our 

Ensminger Scholarship Committee has extended the due date for this year’s applicants to  
JUNE 15, 2020.   The current Application circulated remains the Application we will  
accept, a copy of which has appeared in the GOOD NEWS in the last couple of months and a 
copy of which can be requested from John and Carol Souder (phone or text 610.945.8048) or 
Glenda Ortiz at the church office (610.287.7104 or email: jelcsecretary@verizon.net) 
 

Please note there is one addition to the current wording on the Application relative to OFFICIAL  
TRANSCRIPT on page 2 of the Application – Currently following “List Awards/Honors Received” 
the next paragraph reads “Attach or have sent your Official Transcript. The information must be 
received by Sunday, June 15, 2020.  (note extended date).  
 

If it is not possible to obtain an Official Transcript from your school, we will accept copies of this 
school year’s first and second marking periods’ report card grades. 
 

Again note that all dates on the current Application noting April 10, 2020 should now read  
June 15, 2020. 
 

Should you have any questions, please contact the Souders or Glenda for clarification.  
 

Stay well – Pray well – Be well and safe. Best hopes to all.  
 

-Ensminger Scholarship Committee 
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THE REVEREND KENNETH S. ENSMINGER SCHOLARSHIP 
2020 

 

The Revered Kenneth S. Ensminger Scholarship was established to honor Pastor Emeritus 
Kenneth S. Ensminger, former pastor of Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church.  The first 
scholarship was presented in 1994 and one or more scholarships have been awarded each year 
since 1994 to members of Jerusalem Lutheran Church seeking further education following 
graduation.  
 

APPLICATION for 2020 
 

Please answer all items completely and accurately.  Use a separate sheet as necessary.  The 
deadline for applications is Sunday, June 15, 2020.  Please mail your completed application to 
John and Carol Souder:304 Adrain Road, Collegeville, PA 19426. 
 

Eligibility requirements are that each applicant must be a member of Jerusalem Lutheran 
Church (one year minimum) and a high school graduate, graduating senior, or any member 
planning to continue education. 
 

All applications will be reviewed by the Scholarship Committee. Scholarship(s) will be  
awarded based on the three main areas listed on this application: Scholarship; Service/
Activities at JELC; Service/ Activities in School and Community.  One to three scholarships 
will be presented this year based on the By-Laws of the Ensminger Scholarship Fund. 
 
Full Name:             
 
Address:             
 
Telephone: ___________________________ Date of Birth: ___________________ 
 
Mother’s Name: _______________________ Telephone: _____________________ 
 
Mother’s Address (if different): _______________________________________________ 
 
Father’s Name:_________________________ Telephone: ______________________ 
 
Father’s Address (if different): _________________________________________________ 
 
List Siblings (name and age) 
_____________________________________ ________________________________ 
 
Name of High School you attend (attended): ________________________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Graduation: _______ GPA _________ Rank __________ Out of __________ 
 
                                                                           1/2 
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List Awards/Honors Received: 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Attach or have sent your Official Transcript.  The information must be received by  
Sunday, June 15, 2020. If it is not possible to obtain an Official Transcr ipt from your 
school, we will accept copies of this school year’s first and second marking periods’ report 

card grades. 

On a separate sheet(s) of paper complete the following: 
 

1.  List your JELC Service/Activities: 
 

2.  List your High School Service/Activities: 
 

3.  List your Community Service/Activities: 
 

4. Select two of the activities in which you have participated and on a separate sheet     
of paper, describe how you have personally benefited from each activity. 

 
5.  List colleges, universities or other schools to which you have applied and/or been 
accepted and indicate your choice if you have made one. 

 
6.  List your choice of major or specialization. 

 
7. Write a brief paragraph stating your reasons for wanting to pursue your chosen  
      career. 

 
Please submit at least two letters of recommendation from people (not related to you) who 
can comment on your activities, work habits, achievements and character.  All letters of  
recommendation and the completed application must be submitted by  
Sunday, June 15, 2020.  Should you have any questions or require any clar ification, 
please contact the Souders at 610-287-8651. 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
 

I acknowledge that all the information contained in this application is original, accurate and 
complete to the best of my knowledge and that all is made in good faith. 
 
___________________________________________ ___________________________ 
Applicant Signature      Parent/Guardian Signature 
 
Dated: ________________________    Dated: _____________________ 
                                                                           2/2 
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Finance Committee 
FINANCE UPDATE-APRIL 2020 

 

Below you will see the Finance Committee update for April 2020.  Current Income was significantly less than 
Current Expenses. There are several things that need to be considered in reviewing this shortfall. 
 

1. We paid out $7,500 for the audit in April.  This expense was budgeted for 2019. But because of the 
delay in completing the audit, it was not completed and billed until 2020. 

2. We received a PPP loan in the amount of $23,748.00 which is not being shown as income, since it is 
a loan.  Until the SBA approves the manner in which the funds were dispersed, it remains a loan.  
Once the SBA approval is received, it becomes a grant and will then be shown as income. 

 
Once again, a big thank you to all who have continued to give on line or have mailed in their offering.  It is 
truly appreciated and helps to pay the ongoing expenses of Jerusalem’s ministry.  We ask those of you who 
are able to please continue to send your financial gifts to Jerusalem.   
 
Many thanks to Pastor Wayne, David Crist and Glenda Ortiz for all of their efforts in getting information and 
services out to the congregation during this period of social isolation.  Your efforts are truly appreciated and 
help us all in continuing to feel connected. 

   CURRENT INCOME-APRIL  2020    

   CURRENT 
MONTH ACTUAL 

 CURRENT 
MONTH BUDGET DIFFERENCE 

ACTUAL YEAR 
TO DATE 

BUDGET YEAR 
TO DATE DIFFERENCE 

            

$13,639.00 $20,613.00 -$6,974.00 $67,888.00 $85,783.00 -$17,895.00 

      
      

  CURRENT GIVING-APRIL  2020    

   CURRENT 
MONTH ACTUAL 

 CURRENT 
MONTH BUDGET DIFFERENCE 

ACTUAL YEAR 
TO DATE 

BUDGET YEAR 
TO DATE DIFFERENCE 

            

$11,895.00 $16,667.00 -$4,772.00 $51,672.00 $70,000.00 -$18,328.00 

      

      

      CURRENT EXPENSES-APRIL  2020  

   CURRENT 
MONTH ACTUAL 

 CURRENT 
MONTH BUDGET DIFFERENCE 

ACTUAL YEAR 
TO DATE 

BUDGET YEAR 
TO DATE  DIFFERENCE 

            

$30,733.00 $25,558.00 -$5,175.00 $95,488.00 $102,232.00 -$6,744.00 

      
      

                   INCOME VS EXPENSES-APRIL  2020   

   CURRENT 
MONTH ACTUAL     

YEAR TO 
DATE   

DIFFERENCE-
ACTUAL VS 

BUDGET 

            

-$17,094.00     -$27,600.00   -$11,151.00 
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Our Christian Sympathy is extended to the family & friends of…… 
….Karen Greeby  

who entered into Eternal Life on April 29, 2020.  
 

….Edward Rex Jr., Renee Bartlett’s uncle,  
who entered into Eternal Life on May 10, 2020.  

 

….Drew McCaskey 
who entered into Eternal Life on May 17, 2020.  

 

….. Barbara Balla, Steve Balla’s mother,  
who entered into Eternal Life on May 21, 2020.  

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.       
                                                                                 2 Timothy 4:7 

Member Events  
                        CARE TEAM 
                      Sunshine Friends Birthdays 

 

                         Janice Witte - June 17th 
 

Our Committee continues to be in touch with all members of the congregation 
as well as our committee members and our seniors.  Our shut-ins are  
contacted by phone by our Care Team members on a regular basis.  It’s a time 
to share ourselves with them, cheer each other on and even have a laugh or 

two!  We are happy to report that (as of June 19th) all of our Sunshine Friends are doing well and 
are keeping safe during this difficult time.  Please keep in touch with them and other members of 
the congregation.  Perhaps go through the Church directory and pick out a “new friend” to get to 
know!     
 

Here is a list of our current Sunshine Friends:  Lizzie Bence, Mary & Bill Cressman, Joe Dildine, 
Jean Fulmer, June Kolb, Lucy Reed, Frank Renninger, Helen Wells and Janice & Ed Witte. 

Please contact Babs deFrenes or Sue Fulmer with any questions.  Thank you!  
  

In The Garden 
I come to the garden alone While the dew is still on the roses 

And the voice I hear falling on my ear The Son of God discloses. 
 

Refrain:  And He walks with me, and He talks with me, And He tells me I am His own; 
And the joy we share as we tarry there, None other has ever known. 

 
He speaks, and the sound of His voice, Is so sweet the birds hush their singing, 

And the melody that He gave to me Within my heart is ringing.  Refrain 
 

I’d stay in the garden with Him Though the night around me be falling, 
But He bids me go; through the voice of woe His voice to me is calling.   

                                         Refrain 
 

 



11 

                                      
                                               JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
 

01 Louise Hunsicker  
04 Ryan Downs, Christopher Wood  
06 Allison Heebner  
07 Darleen Freed, Kelly Kuiken  
09 Jonathan Collins, Mary Kobrinsky  
10 Preston Benz, Marianne Lonesky  
11 Tyler Gilbert, Don Grosick  
12 Linda Gerhart, Ashton Underkoffler  
14 Renee Bartlett  
15 Dennis Balch,  
    Ashley Elvidge  

Mutual Ministry  

   In December 2014 Pennsylvania passed Child Protective Services Laws which requires volunteers 
having contact with or responsibility for children under 18 yeas of age to have two, and in some  
cases three, background clearances as well as a Disclosure Statement.  The Child Abuse and  
Criminal History clearances for volunteers are valid for five years.  There is presently no expiration 
for the Disclosure Statement.  You can apply for a no-cost volunteer certification 57 months after 
your initial clearance.  Some of our volunteers are reaching the five year mark and must apply for 
new clearances.  Anyone who is up for a renewal in the next few months will received a phone call 
from Mutual Ministry. 
 

   Please remember that you will receive your clearances at your home address. You should KEEP 
THE ORIGINAL FOR YOURSELF and submit a copy to Mutual Ministry in a sealed envelope in the 
MM mailbox in the Cloister AFTER QUARANTINE IS OVER.  You are responsible to keep track of 
your own clearances.  MM keeps the files in a locked file and we won’t be able to provide copies. 
 

For online clearance requests (preferred method): 
http://www.keepkidssafe.pa.gov/resources/clearances/index.htm. 

 

Paper copies for submission by mail will be in the Narthex or church office when the quarantine is 
over. Most volunteers need the (1) Child Abuse and (2) Criminal History. Volunteers who have not 
lived in PA for the past 10 consecutive years also need the FBI fingerprints. 
 

Additionally, new volunteers will need to sign a Disclosure Statement and have it witnessed. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Marcia Ehrhart, 610.287.7176. 
 

MUTUAL MINISTRY 

  
16 Addison Ford, Jill Schaefer,     
     Blaine Waltimyer  
17 Jennifer Haines, Janice Witte  
18 Christopher Rittich,  
     Julia Weygand Johnni 
19 Caryl Horrocks,  
22 Ardie Musselman 
23 Linda Kehs 
25 Andrew Gerhart 
27 Rebecca Dice, Karen Douglass, 
     Michelle Martin 
30 Brianna Dice 

http://www.keepkidssafe.pa.gov/resources/clearances/index.htm
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Dear Beloved, 
 

I am so proud of you for the ways you are keeping the congregations of our Synod open through 
the pandemic and stay-at-home orders. The church in Southeastern Pennsylvania has truly never 
“closed,” moving worship and education online and continuing to safely serve people in great need. 
You, church, are proving to be even more essential to our communities. And you, the rostered and 
lay leaders of our Synod, are essential to us here in the office in new creative ways. 
 

I certainly agree with President Trump that houses of worship are “essential” and in the language 
used by Governor Wolf, “life-sustaining.” But our churches are not just the building, rather a people 
sent by God to bring wisdom, healing and wholeness to the world. I am grateful that you have been 
doing just that. 
 

Notwithstanding the President’s comments, our counties are governed by the state’s phased  
reopening plan, which still lists our region as in the “red” phase. You do not need to feel pressure to 
immediately open this weekend. Under our guiding principle of putting people first – especially 
those most vulnerable to this disease -- I encourage you to refrain from indoors, in-person worship 
until at least July 1. While we all long to worship in person, there remain significant health risks to 
our members and our communities. 
 

In the coming weeks I urge you (if you have not done this already) to gather a team to study and 
practice how the continuing restrictions that come with being in the “yellow” phase will play out in 
your congregation. Is in-person worship in the best interests of the people you are called to care 
for? Can your building conform to the requirements for physical distancing? How will you limit  
participation to the 25 persons, appropriately distanced, allowed by the “yellow” phase? We have 
many resources to help you, including the ELCA’s recent “Considerations for Returning to In-
Person Worship,” available on our website. 
 

As much as we know about COVID-19, there is much we do not yet understand. I urge you to make 
methodical, informed decisions not colored by the passions surrounding this issue. We will return to 
in-person worship, although for a while it may look very different from what we have been used to. 
Yet outside the walls, we continue to glorify Christ through our worship, teaching, and serving. 
 

Stay blessed, and stay safe. 
 
The Rev Patricia A. Davenport 
Bishop 

 

 
 

MAY 2020 
 

The Call Committee continued its work in April.  Things are moving very slowly due to the ongoing shut 
down requirements that have been established as a result of the covid19 pandemic. 
 

We were able to hold a mock interview of a “candidate” on Webex.  It was a learning experience for all 
 members of the committee and it gave us the opportunity to go through the initial interview process to see 
how the process might work. 
 

The Synod has begun the process of trying to match up our MSP with the RMP (Rostered Ministry Profile) of 
possible candidates.   
 

We will update you regularly as we move through this process.  We ask that you keep us in your prayers as 
we discern who God has prepared for Jerusalem. 
 

Peace in Christ! 
 
Bruce Fulmer   

Call Committee Update  

Bishop’s Statement on Reopening Churches  

http://r20.rs6net/tn.jsp?f=001Pvwog87AZSeHF7bneDJf9sx6Pqo79SeJIGThuB3WJPiGFzNRhRw0yKqEi6dFu8I6Jkl8gMlOr0s56gED07p9GJ5ZiQWoWjnKb4tmMLrvWykQTkT5SRxYPe9CwtpE1JnJsj1mBLJmnm8XGhiGmTf9y4p6p_86KaRwOtlsRKahAyZiz-BBo-5L2YjFyZ-UrCOioPpY0UXPOrqp8EXA_Z1bEQ==&c=cnDQPjPa2Y


13 

 

 OFFICE HOURS  
Tues., Wed., Thurs. (Closed Fri.) 

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.,  
 

Office Telephone: 610-287-7104  
Office FAX: 610-287-7992 

Website: www.jelc.org  
 
 

Pastor Wayne Shelor, Interim  
cell phone: 571-550-3229  

Email: interimpastorjelc@gmail.com 
 

Glenda Ortiz, Secretary 
jelcsecretary@verizon.net  

 
 

David Crist, Director of Music 
cell phone: 610-489-3320 

Email:  dcrist27@gmail.com 
 

 Jerusalem Lutheran Nursery  
School & Day Care (JLNS&DC) 

Telephone: 610-287-6360  

 

Give the Gift of Sight to Others –  
Donate your old & unused  

Eyeglasses 
 

We thank you for your eyeglasses  
donations.   

The boxes filled with the collected glasses  
will be sent to the Lions Club Eyeglass  

Recycling Center in central NJ.  
 

Your donated eyeglasses will make a great  
difference in many people’s lives.  

 

Give the gift of sight to others.   
For more information about the NJ Lions Club  

Eyeglass Recycling Center visit www.njlerc.org.   
 

A Lions Club eyeglass collection  
box is located in the Narthex. 

 

All Worship Services, activities, 

 rehearsals and meetings have been  

cancelled until further notice.  

 

Church Council Members for 2020 
    

   Sue Fulmer    President 

   Tony Damiani   Vice-President  

   Debbie Bartlett (non-voting)  Secretary 

   Caesar Gorski, Jr. (non-voting)  Treasurer 

   Renee Bartlett               Financial Secretary  

  

    

 Brad Good  Don Peters  

 Janet Luyben  Fred Poust 

  Harold Ortiz           Robin Schlichter 

 
  - Other Leaders - 

 
 Babs deFrenes - Care Team Chair 
 Lisa Pfister  - Worship and Music Chair 
 Bruce Fulmer - Finance Chair 
 Donna Wisniewski - Assistant Treasurer 
 Becky Dice - Assistant Financial Secretary 

http://www.njlerc.org

